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For though pofleflion be the undoubted Tiew^ 
To feize is far ieTs pleafiufe than purfue* 

GARTff« ■ 

SIR, 

WHEN we fee perfons poffefled of 
all that we call the good things 
6f this world, yet querulous and difcon- 
tented, we are apt to accufe them of in- 
fenfibility and ingratitude : we think 
how happy we (hould be in their litu- 
ation, and almoft grudge them bleflings 
they know not how to ufe* But, I be- 
lieve, it will in general be found that 
VOL. n^ B our 
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iOiir conclufion is too hafty; that few 
people prefer complaint to enjoyment, 
and that Were we competently mtimate 
witfa that which we perhaps 'fcrivy them, 
we Ihould be hardly induced to accept 
it with its inconveniences. 

Of this truth I reckon myfelf an ex- 
ample. ' I cannot name an ingredient in 
happinefs that I do noft poflefs, arid yet 
not a day paffes without my wilhing I 
could change ftations withfome one 
much my inferior. I enjoy all the cafe, 
the luxury, and the liberty that the be- 
loved and only daughter of a gentleman, 
defcended from an ancient family, and 
blefled with a plentiful .efiate can look 
for. Providence has bellowed on me a 
portion of beauty, which in any one elfe, 
I (hould admire; I have a nund, athirft 
for knowledge, and have been allowed 
every means of improving it. In fliort, 
no one can boaft better reafons for being 
enamored of this world, for pleafure is 

every 
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every hour foliciting me, and parental 
indulgence prevents even my. wilhes. . 
. Yet call .me not ungrateful till you 
have heard me. The fource of my dif- ' 
quiet is the love of my parents, which 
is ill founded, and ill dircd:ed. It is 
not I zm fure any quality about me that 
attrads/ their regard : it is emulatioa 
that infpires them ; and fliould this be, 
as it almoft certainly will in the end be, 
difappointed, I fee much mifery laid up 
for me* 

From . the firft hour in which I re- 
cognifed my exiftence, I can remember 
being Ihewn to .all vifitors.at our houfe, 
and commended as a very fine child : 
.all the littJe boys and girls, in the fu- 
.perior. families around; us, were invited 
to be my .pla^-jfcUows, and .my father 
and mother, with a degree of fatisfac- 
tion J* could then ddfceni, foon rendered 
their acquaintance fhy of a competition 
between their childrea and me. 

B 2 A few 
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A few years procured me the appeU 
latioa o£ a lovciy young woman. My 
parents now, left 1 (hould *mar all with 
ftarting,* revealed their vieWs to me, and 
charged tne, by a fludious cultivation 
of my talents, a rapid acquifition of 
every accofiiplifhirient, and by all other 
poffible means, to fecilitate -their de*- 
fign of miarrying me to fon^ one ^f the 
many wealthy gentlemen in our county. 
I cannot fay my wtlhes and their's ex^ 
aftly tallied ; what I had feen of country 
gentlemen had,* in 'general,' -difpleafed 
me : I had a tafte for elegant not robuft 
amufemcnts ; I had fo^nd a * female 
friend who occupied every fofter fenfa* 
lion of my foul, and not being natu- 
rally endued with animation enough to 
be vain, I could have re&id contented 
where I was. 

The plan of difpofing of me in the 
(pounty was neverthelefs purfued : my 
face was proftituted at cle^ion-balls^ 

race* 
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race-balls, and la^very ruftic zBtmlAy^ 
aad I began to £ear. I was doomed to 
accept an pfier made to my father by a 
rich i;>por, when nev-s came from Lcm« 
dan that my cowfin Lucy was on the 
fc eve .q£ matrimony with aa carL — The 
enamored Squire was thereupon dif- 
I miifedj my rcloatl^ were packed up, and 
the coiEk:h ^ fix ordered to be pre- 
pared for a j^uinejT to LcMidon, to whick 
^gnaat pool I wa^ now brought to fiih 
; £pracoronet» 

i I was foon ready fdr exhibician* My 

qiQther. pfo^ured me th^ poft of brider 
r maid %Q my c.oafin»*s(nd was delighted 
tfr find that my novet perfon drew off 
jthe attention from the countefs'ji jftnery* 
X.was wcwi^ to deaith wUh going to* 
public places, and living ih. a perpetual 
I b»j61e;-^my edrs.werfe afl&iled by the- 

grofieft flattery, and my eyes oflfended 
by the broad ftare they.met^ 

B $ My 
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My father had, on our fudden arrival, 
engaged lodgings in a falhionable part 
of the town; but in a few weeks^per- 
ceiving that, pent up as we were in 
rooms too fmall for the reception of 
vifitors, we made little progrefs towards , 
connexions, he took an enormous greats 
houfe, at an enormous great expence,' 
for which he confoled himfelf, by fay-- 
ing, that if Bella made her fortune he 
Ihould have good intereft for his money. 
As foon as we were fettled w6 took the 
never- failing road to acquaintances ; 
my father gave dinners; my mother 
routs, concerts, dejeuner, &c. and we 
had often the felicity of fitting downa? 
our own table with twenty perfons of 
whom we knew little more than their 
addrefs. 

I and my admirers, that were to be» 
were now come to clofe quarters ; and,' 
hackneyed as I was, I felt an awe ovep 
me when there was only the width of 

the 
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the table between me and men of high 

tank, orof diftinguiihed abilities. This'' 

fometimes confined my eyes to my plate, 

and almoft always kept me filent, for 

which I was fufe of a huffing when th« 

vifitors had withdrawn : I was told it 

was in vam to think of making -my for^ 

tune, if I would neither lliew my face 

nor ufe rtiy tongue. To encourage me 

to exhibition, I was made to fquall and! 

thrum the piknO forte to my Lord and Sir 

Harry, and my good parents congratu-*' 

lated themfelves with thinking I was In^ 

the way to be talked of. 

But aH thefe endeavors procuring mer 
no paTticular* addrefles in the courfe of 
two- winters, I was lugged to the water-s^ 
nig places HM Tarfi fure people mull have 
hated the fight of my phiz ; and my fa- 
ther, firmly perfuaded that I had not the* 
Art of introducing myftlf to notice, was at 
the trouble of accompanying me to every 
crowd I fqueezed into. Ail his acquaint 
B 4. tancer 
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tancewere aiked if they had feen Bella : if 
they replied in the negative, I was fetched 
to be ihewn like a puppy-dog, I have 
many times bit my lips aUnoft through 
with vexation at this degrading intrufion 
on the public gaze, and have often feigned 
myfelf fick to avoid fo humiliating a 
fituation. To aid my perfonal attrac* 
tions to all my father's verbal adveniie^ 
ments of me, he never failed to ^dd 
that b£ would give me 2o>oooL down 
on the day of my Daarriage-~an. article 
of information, which, in thie minds of 
all fenfible men, muft have produced ^ 
refolution, that a millipn of money 
ihould never tempt them to accept a 
wife who had been fo hawked about. 

1 bad by this time reached my nine- 
teenth birth-day, and hitherto my co\ifiit 
the cpunteiCs's name had b^en ufed ^s ^ 
ftimulative to my endeavors; now it 
became a term of reproach, ^y . pa? 
lent^ WQuld^ a&I moved acrai^ the roomjr 

. ' afk 



No- XXVr. THE PHAROS. f. 

aft each other^ what couid be the caufe- 
of my having fo- much wcffe luck than^ 
my coufin, who was fef from handfome^ 
and very fiJghtiy accomplifhed : they 
would then upferaid me with having: 
fomethiug indifcernible to them, either 
iu my dtri^tmctjt, or converfation,, 
which kept flie men at a difbmce : I 
was enjoined' to alter my manner, and to^ 
put myfelf forward : my jewels were ' 
new fet againft the approaching mnter : 
I Was* fent unalkcd to vlfit my right 
honorable coufinythat I might learn her 
attraftions; arid every thing (hort of 
putting mc up to public auftion was- 
done— —and doiie* ineflfedrualiy ; for the 
fommepfaaiid me in the ftate the autumn.' 
had left me ihi: 

2 would be tedious to recount the 
various fchem^ that have been purfuedl 
iii»hop»of miking my fortune (a phrafe 
i am fick of hearing)*. I have been ex- 
pofed. rlitoeia wifd beaft ifl: the moft fre--. 
... B 5 qyentcd: 
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quented cities and towns on the conti- 
nent, at' almdft every fcene of diffipa- 
tion in Europe, and at anexpence which, 
but for the authority that direfted it,- I 
Ihould go mad to think on, have been 
Tendered ridiculous "and wretched. 

Gur politics are now at a ftand : I am 
turned of twenty-five. My father and 
mother feeni nearly defpierate, and J 
hope will fpare me the pain of telling^ 
them r can no longer endure fuch hu- 
miliating kiiidnefsw In th^ ceurfe they 
have adhered to they have deprived me^ 
of the pleafures of fociety— the mea 
hate me, and the women defpife me^ 
• Difcontent, murmuriftg, and reproaches 
for having neglefted what it was not in* 
my power to do, I muft learn to bear 
patiently. I have, I perceive, forfeited 
much parental lave by faiKng in thi? 
important point ; it would grieve me ta 
relinquifli the fmalleft particle of ge- 
nuiae affedtion, but for that regard 

which 
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which is to be prpportioned to the rank 
Iraife myfelftp> I own; I^ am not very' 
folicitousw .- / .'; . ;, J 

For the benefit of others ia my fitu* 
ationj, which I ^m inclined to think by 
no means ^j»^, allow, me to indulge, 
in a few reflexions on it, and toalk 
thofe parents.^ho are , ambitious in the- 
way Ihave deforibcd,. whether they really, 
think. di^ir daughiters-happinefs depends, 
on their marrying to a,* title or a coro*- 
net— or indeed on their marrying at all^ 
Had I a- daughter whofe peace of mind» 
was as dear- to me as it ought to be, . L 
would not diiTuade her from.matrimohy^t 
but I never ,^ould urge her to itv; for. 
the virtues of the prefent age are* not 
fuch- as :^mbellilh conjugal, lifev-^ A wo- 
man mufl'Wink.hard, or have loll mucb* 
of the original puwty of her mind; whot 
ventures ta.yoke. herfelf with any one 
of nine-tenths of oiur men of falhiony 
rankor fortune :^.thefe are not times to'b© 
B 6 fqueanx't. 
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fqueamiA: — if my lord can be pre- 
vailed on to renounce his millrefs, when 
he becomes a huiband, it is all that can 
be expected :— that he never fliould have 
kept one is a point not to be infifted on 
by a fair candidate for wedlock* 

There are fome young women fo 
formed, or endowed by nature, as with 
very flight fecommendatiofts, and very 
moderate capacities and Acquifitions to 
attraft regard, and tliefe generally will 
be found, if they will fpeak fincercly, 
tb place their^^f«»«r^^»iww in marriage, 
ana to look forward to it as the ultimate 
purpofe of moft of their aftions- — There 
ave others, who, with well informed 
and elegantly cultivated minds, fhall pafs 
through the world unnoticed by the 
fingle men, yet beloved and refpedted by 
all that are not on the fcent ; and fuch 
have other objeds in view :— many of 
them would accept matrimony if it pre- 
ifcnted itfelf to them exadly in the form 

painted 
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painted on their imagination', that is to 
fay, were it accompanied by good fenfe^ 
good afFciftions, and tfn^ftained conduft, 
and did it promife connubial friendfliip ; 
but not one of theclafs I fpeak of would 
pafs the threfhold to invite Hymen to 
ftop. 

But fuppofiiig a parent thinks it his 
duty to feek the ^dvafitageoUs eftablifli-' 
ment of his daughte-r, can it poflibly be 
fatisfiaftorily eflfefted by the trieans ufed* 
to difpofe of me? — whatever i« con- 
ftantlyoroffertfeen ^'pillsuponthe feiife*, 
and fome degnee of difficulty la obtain- 
ing, has ever been dtemed neceffaiy to 
the full enjoy menfofpoffeffion. — What 
chance then ihould I have ftoodfor hap-' 
piuefs had I been married to a man tired 
of gazing on me, fenfible of the arts 
made uf« of to fell me, and perhaps 
difgufted with* the forw^dnefe he had 
witnelTed, but which nothing could' 
convince him was not iiatu^Mil to me ? 

A friend 
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A friend of mine once alked a lady, 
whofe good fortune in difpofing of her 
daughters has been eminent to a degree 
of wonder, how ftie contrived to marry 
them fo' well — to which fhe replied — 
By not contriving at all about it — and, 
indeed, I believe her fuccefs was pro-: 
moted by this abfence of anxiety. She 
made her daughters defirable compa-- 
nions, and flie tt'Ufted to Providence for 
the event; but where the conduft of a 
parent manifefts extreme folicitude on^ 
thi&head, it excites the. contempt of the 
libertine, and puts fober men on their 
guard. As there are few cafes where 
wedlock is abfolutely * neceflary to the 
comfort of a virtuous daughter, it cer- 
tainly muft raife unfavorable, fufpicions 
when a fether is by implication offering - 
her to every man* he (cts* I proteft I* 
fliould fuppofe either that the lady's* 
reputation needed a filvo^ or that the/ 
old gentleman feared a gazetting.:. 

My 
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' My garrulity requires an apology, but 
I have already too much tranfgrefled 
on your patience, therefore beg leave 
to fubfcTibe myfelf. 

Your very obedient admirer, 

Arabella Single. 
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La politefle n'infpire pus tQUJou!»>. la. boDtC» \*c* 
quite, la complalfanc^^ la gratitude:- ilk en* 
donne au moins les apparexices, et fait paroitre 
I'hotnme au-dehors comme il devroit etrc intcri-- 
curemeiiu 

La Bru V2 r e. 

POLITENESS has been defined 
to be an abridgment of every good: 
quality,, but it was, 1 prefume, the po- 
litenefs of the laft age.. That pradtifect 
in the prefent, deferves a very different 
definition ;. and may, I think, be called, 
a temporary imitation of every good- 
quality. 

That uniform fteady politenefs which- 
makes a man equally dcfirous to fliew hi». 
good- will towards his fellow-creatures,, 
and unwilling to give pain, is an.acconi- 
pliihment as unlike that aimed at among 
us as tin is to filven The one is innate 

and 
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and permanent, the other acquired and 
fludtuating : — no education can give the 
former, no rufticity can conceal it ; but 
the latter depends on the dancing-maf- 
ter, and exifls only in the halo of a 
palace. 

As there are fonie individuals on whofe 
perfons all inflrudion is bellowed in 
vain, who, had they been the fcholars 
of Guido, would never have bad an 
idea of grace ; who in fpite of the. fplen- 
dor with which they are furrounded, 
and the titles heaped on them, are dill 
clowns, fo are there fome in the lowefk 
ranks of mankind, who, in their meanefl; 
occupations, difcover not only grace but 
dignity; — ^Who has not feen a peer of 
the realm with a deportment that would- 
Only become his footman ? or what at- 
teociVc pbferver can fay he never faw a 
fcavengcr or coal-porter, whofe natural • 
addrefs would not have difcredited a- 
much higher ftation ? 
' . : But 
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But external condudt is but one branch 
of politenefs : there is a politenefs of 
the mind which fhould precede this. He 
who profeffes his wi(h to-ferve me lliould 
feel that wiib at his heart ; he who con- 
doles with me mufl: have in his veins 
* * the milk of human kindnefs/ or elfe 
his offers and his fympathy are only the 
cant of that fort of good-breeding which 
implies every thing, and generally means 
nothing. 

For the birth of thefe refle6tions I am 
indebted to a recent inftance of good^ 
breeding in a nobleman of very high rank^ 
who is every day extolled as a model of 
courtly elegance, and of whofe claim 
to the charafter of a gentleman, or ^ 
man of humane difpofkion, I will leave 
my readers to judge, when I have laid 
before them the following letter^ which, 
on enquiry, I find to contain matter of 
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Sir, 

MY fituation in life is that of an opu- 
lent, and I hope refpedrable trader. A 
few months ago declining health ' made 
a vifit to a watering-place in Somerfet* 
ihire neceflary for me ; and as I love my 
family, and wiflied to gratify them, I 
took my wife and daughters with incd 
The place was fo filled with invalids, 
and thofe who came to ihare the inva- 
lids^ amufements, that there vyai? no 
choice of lodging. We were accom^' 
modated in a fecond floor, and that un-* 
der us was inhabited by a family of the 
firft diftindtion. The journey was nearly 
fatal jto me, but I began to mend foon 
after my arrival : and Ihould, I believe, 
in a few weeks have been able to return • 
to my compting-houfe could I have en^* 
joyed the comfort of fleep, but it was 
■the cuftom of my lord and the ladies to 
begin' a concert at niidnight, and when. 

thu$ 
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thus difturbed I could reft no more that 
night. Imagining the firft time that it 
was accidental, and being unwilling to 
give offence to my fuperiors, and thofe 
who were tenants prior tomyfelf, I bore 
it : — ^the following night I hoped' it 
could not be their confiant pra&ice, and 
again fubmitted to it, }xit in the morn- 
i^g I learnt that this unfeafonable amufe«' 
nptent bad continued ^ever fioce they took 
the lodgings. Aft the chief bteffing of 
my life, my health, was at ftake^' I taok. 
the liberty in- a very humble- card to re«^ 
queft hjjs Ibrdlhip to alter tbe hour o£hiir 
concert : to this! teceived no anfwcr> noir 
was th€ cuftom givieo up. My wife next 
applied to the ladie$-4-tfae^ gave them-* 
fiflves airs — ^they kne^v nothirigabprn it-r*: 
my lord was from home, asd thjs womani 
nauft'call again in the- aftcriioQii* . 

To this my fpirit would not iteop/ 
It is foreign to my purpofe to tell yoii 
how I rcyenged myielf, but if I Xup-: 

prefs* 
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prcfs it you may fuppofe I ftill fubmitted. 
As I knew the confequcnce of this mid- 
night revelry was, that the gentlefolks 
lay in bed till noon, I made one of our 
family- fervants, whenever tliere was mu- 
fie at night, the next morning fcrub one 
of the floors over their, fleeping-rooms, 
with as much noife as fuch an operation 
could occafioir. Regard for their own 
pea,cedid what humanity bad" failed in : 
the concert foon ceafed, and I flood 
very willingly all the complaints the 
ladies uttered .to thofe from whom they 
knew 1 fhouldbear them, of the mifei*y 
of living under the fame roof with peo* 
pie who kept Cheapiide hours. - - 

. My revenge was a digrefSon. It was 
my bufinefsto remark the. compatibility 
of modern good-breeding and inhuraa* 
nity. I am Satisfied from good autho- 
rity, that Twas not a marked victim of 
his lordlhip's rud'enefs, for his behavioiar 
is capricious to all, and often intolera- 
bly 
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fcly infolent ; but yet who drefles, whp 
dances, who bows, who fimpers f(3 ad- 
mirably, fo gracefully, fo gracioufly as 
this diftinguilhed nobleman ? 

I am, Si R^ 

Your's, &c. 

A Plebeian* 

The foregoing letter I would have 
fuppreffed as being perfonal, but confi- 
dering that a ftranger to the fadt could 
not apply it, and that thofe who were 
informed of it already knew as much as 
they would learn from it, I conceived it 
would do no , harm, and might remind 
fome one or other of the incongruity 
it points out. — An incongruity fo un- 
"becoming the Englifh chara^er, ' and 
• produdtive of fo much pain, that nothing 
tending to difcourage it can be deemed 
futile* 

There 
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There are fome fefts and bodies of 
men who have a fort of inyftic jargoh 
unintelligible, at leaft in its right fenfe, 
to perfons not initiated. This corporate 
infcrutabiiity is common among our 
high-bred people, and is generally called, 
faying one thing and meaning another : 
they know what they intend by their, 
words, and theilr praftice • is regulated 
by this knowledge; but to one of the 
plodders in the beaten track of fincerity, . 
it makes thetn appear diffembling hy* 
pocrites. It has likewife an efFedt ftill 
more pernicious, for it deceives fre- 
r<juently.— Many an artlefs girl have I 
feen temptefd to intimacy by the urgent 
goodnefs of a lady of fuperior rank, 
wlio has foon found that fhe had erred 
lefs had flie only curtlied, and fimpcred, 
and difbelieved all the fine things her 
rladyfhip faid. And often have I been 
xeproved for long abfence, when in my 

heart 
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heart I was convinced it was more ac- 
ceptable than my vifits. 

A ftrange kind of ignorance is an at- 
tribute of falhionable- good-breeding. 
A gentleman is invited by another to a 
dinner-party — he is introduced to his 
friend's wife, who behaves with winning 
affability, and by that fort of modifh 
eafe which, accompanied by fincerity, 
would be very amiable, Ihe foon obli*- 
terates from his memory the novelty of 
their acquaintance. In doing the ho- 
nors of the table, (he accepts his offered 
affiftance, and repays him with abun- 
dance of fmilcs. Perhaps, in-thc cven-» 
ing, at her particular requeft, he makes 
a fourth at a whift-table :— fhe expreffcs 
herfelf much indebted to him, as her 
hufband had informed her ^he never 
played when. he could avoid it-^tells 
him all the little difficulties that arofc 
in adjufting her party, and how diftreffed 
flie ihould have been without his aid i— • 

be 
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he takes his leave, and pleafes him* 
felf with thinking he has formed an 
agreeable intimacy. 

Well now — ^who would not imagine 
that thefe two perfons rauft become fo- 
ciable acquaintance ? — No— -good-bteed- 
itfig forbids it* — Tht/^meet the next 
evening at Ranelagh : the gentleman 
approaches, bows, and offers to fpeak :-— 
flie, in the centre of a line of what flic 
calls her friends, curtfies a ta Jatiere ; 
prefents him with a repelling vacant 
ftare, that fays, I know you not i — ^pafles 
on, and giggles with her elbow-neigh- 
bours. — But fliould this identical gen- 
tleman be again invited to dine, fup, * 
or fpend an evening, as he will be in 
the courfe of Whom we mufl, ajk before, w 
go out of iGWHy he will find madam as 
captivating as at firft — ^flie will recog- 
nife him ai an old acquaintance, with, 
perhaps, a promife that flie fhall never 
forget his charity in making up the 
whift-table. 

vaL. II. C The 
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The leafeo of diis abfurd coodud is, 
diat the fiumdatioQ of modem ciYilicy^ 
b not urbaiiity, but a defiie of £mie— 
ftmc of a particular fpecies, fer^o one 
cares how rude they are in a diird place, 
but at home they wi& to acquire the 
dbaradber of polite— they are ftudious to 
have it faid they do the honors elegantly. 
This defire of fame is not wholly for its 
own ^ake : there is another latent pur- 
pofe. The more agreeable they render 
their hoqfes the greater refort they draw, 
and who does not know that above half 
of the felicity of hn ton depends on living 
in a croud? — ^But furdy they cannpt 
think politencfs moce attraftive for being 
local or temporary^ 

Much has often been faid of the man- 
ners of peribns of noble family as be- 
fpeaklng their nobility. I have often 
heard it aflerted that a gentleman or 
lady of really high-birth might be dif- 
covcrcd by the extreme courtefy of their 
behaviour, whereas in plebeians^ or 

thofe 
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thofe nearly raifed from that order, there 
is a felfifh difregard to be obferved 
which evinces vulgarity. I believe time 
was when thb was very true ; but that 
time is I fear no longer. Some remains 
of that valuable accomplilhment, called 
old*fa{hioned good manners, are occa* 
fionaliy to be met with in perfons verging 
towards the decline of life ; but let no one 
expeft it where the party is under forty. 
Tlie generality of our young people in 
high-life will be found to behave in a 
manner that, were It not for their titles, 
or fortunes, would be deemed infolent 
and faucy* A lady may fall down a 
flight of flairs without any gentleman's 
interpofmg to iave her, and a gentleman, 
unlefs recommended by a cockade, or a 
fwprd'knot, may fpeak twice to a lady 
without her vouchfafing biifi a reply. 
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Reil not under the expired merits of othen, 
ihine bythofe of thy -own. 

"Sir Thomas Browne. 
SIR, 

I WAS lately invited to fpcnd a few 
days at the houfe of Mr. Blazon, a 
gentleman of confiderable eftatein York- 
fhire. Our acquaintance arpfe from an 
accident, for having fome'bufinefs to 
tranfad with him in London for another 
perfon ; he, upon finding that my name 
was * * * * *, immediately afked me if I 
was * * * * *sof the North or Weft-riding* 
I replied that my family was originally 
fettled in the Weft-riding ; he then 
took me by the hand, declared his hap- 
pinefs in meeting me, told mc my fa- 
mily was as ancient, and as honorable as 
any in the county; and infifted thatwhea 

1 next 
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I next came into it I Ihould vifit hini at 
Blazon-haUr 

He was fo urgent, that I could not 
avoid promifing to accept his kindnefs, 
though I found little in him that at- 
tached me, and am naturally Ihy of 
making fudden intimacies ; and accord- 
ingly, when I next fteered toward my 
native country I made Blazon-hall iamy 
way. 

Upon my arrival I was ftruck with the 
venerable appearance of a very ftately 
manfion : the flyle of the architedure 
(hewed it had weathered the reforma- 
tion ; it was now much out of repair, 
uninhabitably lb, I conceived it, and 
imagined it ftood only becaufe its pof- 
feflbr confidered it as deriving fandity 
from its antiquity^ 

But this I foott learnt was the prcfent 

dwelling-houfe, and here I was received 

with all the hofpitality of the time whea 

it was built. Mr. Blazon protefted ai* 

C ^ gainft 
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gainft my fervants or horfes being fent 
away— i t would be an irreparable difgrace 
to his family-»-his ftables could accom- 
modate a troop of horfe, and nothing 
belonging to fo refpedkablc a vifitor^ as 
now honored his roof, ftiould be enter- 
tained elfewhere. 

I was fliewn into a large antique apart^ 
ment in aftate of miferable decay, where 
I was introduced to Mrs. Blazon, and 
the young gentlemen and ladies — de- 
jeftion fat on the countenance of th6 
lady of the houfe, and uncouth rufti- 
tity marked her off-fpring. We fat 
down^— my hoft gave me the hiftory of 
his manfion, who built it, who had oc* 
cupied it, who had befieged, aftd who dc* 
fended it ; at the end of which narration 
feeming warmed by the recdlledion hii 
occafionai biographical digjreffitjns ex- 
cited, he rofe, and telling me, if 1 
loved hiftory, he could entertain me, 
dcfired me to follow htm. I obeyed, 

and 
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and was led through bed-chambers^ 
kitchens^ halls^ and courts^ li^bt and 
dark paffiiges, to an entrance which' be- 
fpoke a modern edifice. — ^Here ftoppinfc 
on a fudden, — Sir, faid Mr. Blazon, I 
have been at the expence of building 
this gallery for a very grand purpofe, for 
which my pofterity will be in the hlgheil 
degteie indebted to- me : — ^then paufirig^ 
he ](>ulled frdih his pocket a large btinch 
of keys, arid with ian air of more fbleixin 
«ii(^ortance than I can convey an idea af^ 
jiilt one into the kidk atid turiied it. ^He 
>cftt^red> I followed, and fourid myfclf Jn 
tit large lofty room hung with njany pot* 
^ttaits-, fome in modern dreffes, fcxtic ia 
ancient^ and {6Ttit in armor. 

I was ibout to enquire whotii thefe^ 
paintings were defighed to tioaivfietn^^ 
tMfe/ when my Cicetdne Begta his lee- 
tnre.^ — ^Sir, faiid he, I itiay^ without tS- 
Aity^ congratulate y6u on havJtig now.oh 
*a fidfcis 6f yoTh, foriie df the gfeatdt 
C 4 men 
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men that ever lived. — You, Sir, are of 
an ancient family as well as myfelf — the 
Blazons and the * * * * *s may (hew 
their pedigree againft any, nbrth or 
fouth of the Tweed. — I am therefore 
fure. Sir, it muft give you pleafure to 
fee the pains I have taken to keep up the 
rcfpedt due to family ; for let me tell 
you, it is not making this fellow an earl, 
and that a duke, that will render them 
our equals — let them produce their pe- 
digree, my good friend, and (hew fuch 
a fucceflion as I can, and then^I will 
fay, — my lord, or your grace, the king 
has done great things for you; but for 
the bed coronet in his treafury I would 
not lofe the appellation of an ancient 
gentleman to be called a new-made 
peer.~Thefe Mr. ***** I (hould 
have told you are my ancefiors, at leaft 
as many of them as exifi on canvas-— 
there is not a link wanting in the pedi- 
gree — that I keep fafe in this iron cheft 

fcrc^cd 
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fcrcwed to the floor* — ^This cane, con- 
tinued he, taking up a fmall ftick of 
that fort which I had not yet noticed, F. 
keep to point out to my friends the 
portrait I would diredt their attention 
t0; and worthlefs as it appears in the: 
eyes of fuch as do not refpedt antiquity 
and long polTeflion, I would not part 
with it for my lord mayor's mace. This, 
cane. Sir, belonged to my father's 
gjreat-grandfather, Thomas Blazon, who. 
was an adjutant in the king's army at 
- the ,battle of Edgehill, and with this 
very cane. Sir, he ufed to enforce his 
regimental orders. — But how let.us turo 
our attention tathe portraits. 
• I was now dinned: with — ^this is my fa-r 
ther, and this my. mother ; this is my^ 
uncle,, and this my aunt, &c..&c. with 
an. acre of pedigree to. each name, an-, 
enumeration of the families into which 
fifth and fixth couiins had married, an 
account of all the admirers each: lad; 
G i. had 
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had had, and of whatever had diftin* 
guiihed the gentlemen. 

At length we arrived at an old foldier; 
he happened to have fllared the honors 
of the capture of Terouenne, though, 
by what I could learn, in a very humblfe 
department ; but what rendered Him ftiir 
lirore remarkable, and lefs a favourite 
than the reft with his pious progenitor, 
^as, that he firfl difcontinued the fa-* 
riiily pradice of ftyling themfelvcs de 
Mazon. 

In about three hours we jfiniflied with 
Walter de Blazon, the founder of the 
race, who was, if the genealogy is 
faithful, harbinger to William Rufus; 
I expreffed my aftonilhment at the anti- 
quity of the portrait; an oil-painting of 
that date, would have been a far greater 
curiofity than any thing I had feen, ex- 
cepting my illuftrious conduftor ; but I 
was informed, that as to have fet out in 
his feries of portraits, with a chafm, 

would 
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wonld haVe been i3ht:ot3tb^ he had cm*- 

ployed a pahiter to fabricafte a generation: 

or twoi-^th« drefs, faid he, we could eafily 

adjuft ; and as for the features I made the 

painte]" ftudy the fariiily chara&er of 

eountetiaDce^ and c6nflder thi anions 

ef diofe he paihted^ and I dare fay tfat^ 

would be found very tolerable likeneflfes*. 

After a dcohemation 06 the depravity 

of moderm opinidi^y \*heft riches were 

fo xhiieh Aiori dftecmdd than family^ £ 

hoped my Jjcnance was at an end**— A^ 

pwiatice which had been fingularly grieve 

crus of its kifldy f5or L could not hay*. 

thought it ^offible that fo litde worth* 

tfoting eouM liaVe bebn coUe&ed, or.thar 

foinany generations ftiould have pailed' 

away without one perfdn having beconac. 

&itT0t9S any where but at home. . I did! 

not at aJLdifcover tha^ the blood whkli 

flowed hi. the Veins of i die BUzons was^ 

better than that of the reft of the w6rld. 

They had been for many years paft but 

C 6r fimple 
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iimple country gentlemen, and, in the 
earlier times, like the reft of the gentry 
of this kingdom, foldiers ; yet of thefe 
no great exploits have been tranfmitted t 
they had lived, they had married, they 
had died, and had it not been for my 
friend's infirmity they had been, for- 
gotten* 

We now adjourned to the dinmg- 
Foom. I had almoft gazed away my 
appetite, and well it was that I had done 
fo, far here were no figns of the Blazon 
hofpitality. We fat down to a n^al, not 
only homely but fcanty : — ^as the He- 
bridian traveller fays, * I believe they 
caught a fowl and killed it.* — ^To in- 
troduce myfelf colloquially ta Mrs. Bla- 
zon, I remarked on the fpacioufhefs of 
the gallery we had vifited, and from her 
reply collefted that this mania of her 
hufband's was an obstacle to her peace, 
and this new credion the caufe of the 
frugality I witnefled.. 

Feeling 
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Feeling myfelf little inclined to beax 

with good-humor a fpecies of folly that 

in its confequences was meknchaliy,. and 

too plainly perceiving that the exertion 

made to entertain me would require the 

atonement of many a meagre day, I 

withftood all Mr. Blazon^s urgency, and 

purfued my journey the fame evening.; 

and, at the inn where I put up at for the 

night, learnt that he and his pi£tvire-gal«« 

lery f umiihed mirth for the whole riding, 

while the unprovided ftate of his wife 

and children excited univerfal pity and 

indignation* 

Your, &c* 
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to ward the blow, the Almighty may, ivt 
juft vengeance, with-hold the falutary 
chaftifement, and at thelaftconfign hinx 
ta the mifery his beneficence would have: 
averted. Here then the interference of 
human pity terminates in cruelty But, for. 
this reafon,.muft we he entirely deaf to the 
woes, the nanielefs woes of the vicious ?. 
—Woes for which they can hope no re* 
drefs, from which there is no flight, and 
which the flings of confcience are every 
moment aggravating — fliall the. wretch 
be fufFered to defpair while we look ou 
and moralife on his calamities ? No 
furely. In the jufUce and power of God ' 
we confide, that he will never^punifli us 
for well-intentioned errors^, nor fuffer us 
to thwart his divine will. The hleffings 
of this tranfitory life are, by the Great 
Parent of Nature,, defigned for all : his 
inflid:ions frequently call forth the latent 
virtues of fellow-beings : — let then every, 
fpecies of hmnan k'mdnefs be exerted 

with 
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with equal earneftnefs for every one : 
let us not make diftinftions our Creator 
has not pointed out. Were his light oc 
his rain with-held from the dwelling or 
the field of the unrighteous, we would 
obey the heavenly injunAion; but while 
the world is the common inheritance of 
the juft and of the unjuft, let us confider 
ourfelves as related to all, and obliged 
indifcriminately to every aft of huma- 
nity^ 

To this latter argument the fympa- 
thifing mind fpontaneoufly aflents ; but 
the moment in- which we regulate our 
praftice by it, proves it repugnant to 
fotne natural and eftabliflied principle. 
In fliort, let us follow the didates either 
of feverity or companion, I fee not how 
to avoid in one cafe the cenfure of our 
own hearts, in the other that of the 
fteadieft though the auftcre friends cf 
virtue. 



It 
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It is remarkable that the loudeft cla- 
mors are ever excited by kindnefs (hewn 
to fuch wretched females as have for*- 
feited their charader of ^haftity ; and 
indeed the clafs of vicious, who are to 
be wholly fliunned, appears to me to be 
compofed of fuch without any mix- 
ture — No one thinks himfelf contami- 
nated by aflbciating with the Eistft-Indiah 
plunderer, the ufurer, nor the rich Vil- 
lain of any fpecies — he vifits him, he 
partakes his fumptuous bl^nqii^t uncen- 
•fufed »d unfufpe&ed ; but fliould a 
woman of unimpeached piirity be feeft 
to enter the door of one ctf dubious cha- 
radier, or known to have been kind eveA 
in fecret to a frail fifter, Ihe would fron^ 
that momertt be ftamped, if not as t 
fellow-criminal, as an imprudent friend 
to immorality. 

That this ftridtnefs is proper and fie- . 
ceflary, I readily admit — ^much of the 
happinefs of fociety depends on the - 

virtua 
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virtue and the reputation of the female 
part of it ; but I cannot think it ought 
to fuperfede the duty of charity, nor 
that it is in any degree juftifiable to 
oblige our wives and daugiiters . to aft 
in direft oppofition to our Saviour's 
ddftrines, which always inculcate the 
difcharge of out duty towards God and 
6ur neighbor, >i^rithout regard to the 
Cetifure of .the world. 

'fhe yoting, the beautiful, the wealthy 
Glara hats facrificed her peace 6n th^ 
altar of fldpular opinion. A favorit* 
female iervaot, ediicated with her, and 
of whofe many excellent qualities fhe 
had the teftimony of experience, whom 
fimilarity of 2lge made her love as 1 
filler, arid difparity of circumftances a^ 
a daughter*; this happy dependent ha4 
been the dupe of fpiecious promifes arid 
fllicit l6ve. In all the h6tror bf reftiorfe 
ahd defpair (he unbofomed her grief to 
RW kirfd trfftrefs, and reqtiefted that a 

reparation. 
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reparation, worfe to her than death itfelf^ 
might fave her from approachiag ia- 
fam)^ Clara heard her with emotions 
truly Chrillian, Ihe wept with her, fhe 
bemoaned her mifery, and finding in the 
offender fuch a. degree of penitence as 
made farther reprehenfion not only un- 
necefTary but dangerous, (lie promifed 
her her aid ; but on the way in which 
(he fhould be difpofed of, it was fit that 
dn old maiden aunt of Clara's, whofe 
advice (he was always guided by in do* 
medic concerns, (hould be confulted.— 
Do with her ? fays Penelope, when her 
niece bad finifhed the melancholy re- 
cital, {tnd her packipg inftantly, or the 
world will cry out on yoii for harbouring 
ftrumpets — think of fcrecning fuch a 
flut truly ?— ^I would not keep her an 
hour — you will have all your maids 
do {o, and though you fay you could 
make a reafon for fending her to a rela« 
tion in the country^^ I warrant it will not 

be 
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be long a fecrct, and when it is ^ifco- 

vere<l you will be thought little better 

than your favorite.-t-Your fituation h 

particularly delicate — the eyes of all the 

world are on yot, and one falfe ftep, 

^ven in your family government, may 

ruin your reputation forever — befide the 

girl has done wrong, and ought to fmart 

for it ; fo, 'as you value my favor^ or 

regard y«ur duty to me, I charge you 

to difmifs laer. 

The injunction of a dying parent, that 
Penelope-s experienced prudence (hould 
sever controul Clara's will in matters of 
'cottduft, made her niece fubmit — Ibe 
trequefted her aunt to do what, had all 
Ihe poflefled in the world been at flake, 
her young and fufceptible heart could 
n6t have done — to tell this wretched -fa- 
vorite her doom— -but let her not, Taid 
Clara, leave my houfe borne down by 
the added weight of poverty — let my 
purfe accompany her difmiflion from my 

favor 
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favor— This would be fiiie juftice trvily, 
faid fage Penelope — ^with one hand I am 
to thruft her out at the door, and with 
the other fill her lap with gold— No, 
leave the affair wholly to me.— In tears 
Clara yielded — O, what would (he now not 
give that ihe had not ? — for, in the enr 
fuipg day, the objed: of her pity and 
compelled feverity, after declaring iu 
indelible characters that the unexpe&ed 
cruelty of her miftrefs had funk her to 
defpondency, finilhed her temporal mi- 
feries-by poifon. 

The law axiom th^t the extent .of 
juftice is extreme cruelty, holds out an 
admirable leflbn : a leflbn which all who 
»Ston principles of juftice, and who do 
not in punifliing offenders, feck the gra- 
tification of their own private paffion^s 
wil! gladly learn. The rod of power 
(hould be f^lt, and the common good 
requires that it be often feverely felt by 
contemners ox tran^refiors of the law; 

but 
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Jbut it was never intended that lofs of 
life (hould be a concomitant puniihment 
implied but not expreffed: whatever, 
"dierefore, hazards fuch a confequence 
muft b& deemed injuftice : we know, or 
rather we know not, to what extremes 
defpair will urge a wretch — had the cul- 
prit I have addnced as an ioftance fhewn 
110 figns pf penitence or remorfe, that 
fcVerity which wo^ld awaken her con- 
fcience had then, and only then^ been 
wholefome. — May none, in Clara's fitu- 
ation, l)e ill advifed as Clara ! — May 
none, by the fuggeftions of' their own 
paffions, realize to themfelves her irre- 
mediable anguiih. 

It was the lot of Beatrice to live 
immediately over-againft the miftrefs of 
a nobleman in one of the fafhionable 
ftreets of London : of what rank or occu- 
pation her neighbor was, could not have 
been inferred from the appearance bf 
■the houfe, or its inhabitant, for Ihe lived 

ia 
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in external decency, and in humble 
privacy. It happened that Beatrice ac- 
cidentally learnt that this neighbor was 
dangeroufly ill, and of a difeafe which 
Beatrice herfelf had ftruggled through, 
and from which fhe thought her pre- 
vious experience could in fome degree 
relieve her : (he accordingly communi- 
cated her recipe to one of the fervants, 
and the next day received, from the fick 
perfon, a very earneft requeft to fee her. 
With this fhe readily complied ; during 
a fortnight, which terminated the life of 
her new acquaintance, (he was pundlual 
in vifiting her, and at the hour of her 
death was cheared by the confolatory 
hope, that her attendance and ferious 
exhortation had facilitated her repen- 
tance, and done much towards making 
the peace of this finner — ^but Beatrice 
(bon after found, that unlefs (he was 
proof againft flight and infult (he muft 
quit that part of the town. — Her mind 

taught 
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taught her^ that the purchafe (he had 
made was cheap, (be had forfeited worth- 
lefs regard, but Ihe had, perhaps, con- 
duced to the falvation of a fellow-crea* 
ture. 

Now, left malice or ignorahce flioWd 
mifconftrue or mifunderftand me, let 
me explicitly ftate how far my argument 
reaches. I recommend no intercourfe 
with perfons of impeached or fufpedled 
charafter : — ^as I would ftiun a peftilence, 
r would Ihun the houfe or fbciety of 
thefe, and all other children of fin ; but 
\vhen compafSon calls on me to allevi- 
ate perfonal misfortune, or a means is 
pointed out by which I can render them 
fervice in their fpiritual concerns, then 
away with all diftin&ion — ^(hould all the 
world cenfure, I will, as t expeft forgive- 
nefs for my own numerous, my hourly- 
increafing tranfgreflSons .from the God 
and Father of us all, perfift in the opi- 

VOL. IK D nion 
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I m 

nion and praftice T have hitherto adopt- 
ed and maintamed : — 1 will ftiew mercy 
even though the Prieft and the Levite 
pafs by on the other fide. 



1 
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Thefc, and a thoufand grieft minitte as thefe 
Corrode our comfort, and deftfoy our cafe. 

Mifs H* MpRE. 

WHEN we nieet with people 
whom it is particularly hard to 
pleafe, and who, by a convex pcrverfe- 
nefs of nature, magnify the molehills of 
'cafual inconvenience into mountains of 
-real calamity, we are apt to aflc ourfelves 
how others, who mull h^ve met with the 
li&e common impediments, could go 
ithrough the world, not only with con- 
tent, but in. the evident enjoyment of 
their exiftence? — This queftion has been 
frequently, fuggefted to me by an occur- 
'rence, which though ti:iflij?kg in itfelf, 
may iflford my* readerii fojne amufement 
in the recital. 

I received a note, a fliott time ago, frofn 

, my old friend and fchool-fellow, Mr. Ben- 

D2 jamin 
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jamin Liftlefs, fignifying that he was juft 
arrived from Devonftiire, and requefting 
me to fpend the evening with him, at 
his hotel in the A^elphi, as he flood in 
need of ray affiftance. The pleafure of 
feeing a long-abfent friend, and the hope 
iof being ufeful to him were, either of 
them, motives fufficiently ftrong to my 
compliance, and i accordingly went. 
I found him in perfed health, and that he 
wanted my aid only in procuring him a 
lodging for ' a month, which, as he 
came on not much bufinefs, and chiefly 
with a view to fee what changes his fif- 
teen years retreat had made, novelties to ^ 
liim, was the time he meant to be ab- 
feht from his reftory^ Time feemed to 
have dealt very lenient with Ben : he was 
the fame in ^mind and per&n as when 
I accompanied him to take pofleiEon of 
his living : he was the fame fuperficial 
' yet, to common obfervation^ profound 

fcholar. 
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fcholar^ the fame prejudiced yetbene» 

volent man 1 ever knew him. 

« 

The evening ftole imperceptibly away 
while we were eager in communication, 
and at parting we made an appointment 
for the next day, when I hoped I fliould 
be able to fix him in an agreeable lodg* 
ing; and indeed nobody could think 
he enjoined me a difficult tafk, for a 
healthy, quiet fituation, in a clean houfe> 
and with reputable people, was all he 
defired^ 

At our meeting next. morning Mr, 
Liftlefs enquired from what point the 
wind blew,-and being told it was norths 
weft, he called for his great coat, and 
wondered at my hardinefs in venturing 
without one at this feafon. He told me^ 
that his refidence in the country, * where 
feee to follow nature waS the mode,' had 
accuftomed him to prefer the prefcrva- 
tion of his health to any other conve- 
nience^ and it had likewife made peace 
D 3 and 
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and quietnefs very neceflary to him. 
He then digrefled to themifery of living 
in fo noify a manfion as that where he 
had paffed the night, and declared that 
whatever lodging he agreed for he muft 
occupy immediately, or be ftuftned with 
inceffant viproan— Here was a difficulty 
added to the effential requifites: the 
houfe I was conducing him to niight not 
be immediately fit for his reception ; but 
I hoped the beft, and could not but 
concur in his opinion of the inconver 
nience of an hotel to a peribn fond of 
quiet. 

The weather at noon proved more 
than feafonably warm, and I exprefTed 
to my companion my fear that he wa« 
too well clad •: be told me his garment 
was a little oppreffive, but thai: perfpi* 
ration would ca'rry off any latenit cold 
he might have contraded in his jour- 
ney; and, indeed, by the time we reached 
our deftination, I think no fever could 

have 
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have withilood his recipe. As we ap- 
proached the houfe he could not ftay to 
confider its external recommendation, 
but bolting into the firft room of which 
he faw the door open, requefted that all 
air might be excluded, and the expiring 
fire rekindled^ that be might cool gra* 
dually, after which, he faid, he would 
take a view of the apartments. 

In about an hour he ventured, in his^ 
.walking accoutrements, up to the firft 
floor, for which, after a very nice in- 
fpc^OQ, and the moil minute enquiries 
as to the faealthinefs of the afped^ and 
the quiet of the neighbourhood, he was 
on the point of agreeing, when he re- 
recolleded that his friend Peter Careful 
always, while in London, engaged a 
fleeping*room at the top of the houfe : 
fortunately in this he could be grati* 
fied, and as he oii^t have inftant pof- 
leflion, I looked on the a^air as fettled. 
In leaving the houfe he admired the 
D 4. quiet 
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quiet and' cleanlinefs of the court it 
flood in, and thanked me repeatedly for 
having fo well fuited him. We then 
parted : he to remove his portman* 
teau, &c. from the hotel, and I to pur- 
fue the various occupation of the day. 

As I thought my reputation concern- 
ed in my friend's accommodation, I 
went early in the forenoon of the next 
day to make enquiries, and to my great 
concern found him diflatisfied, and out 
of humor. He began with faying, that 
his remaining where he was, was im- 
poflible, for that till day-light he had 
been kept waking by a congrefs of cats 
on the tiling, and when they retired, 
and he hoped for peace, he had been 
difturbed by the poultry at the next 
neighbor's. I propofed^ his putting up 
with the front-room on the fecond-floor, 
which would obviate both evils, but his 
heart was fet on an upper ftory, and 
we fallied forth in queft of a new abode. 

On 
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On the oppofite fide of the court? 
lodgings were to be had, and as the roof 
©f the houfe rofe confiderably above thq 
reft, it was fafe fronv qats : here we 
knocked,, and Mr.^ Liftlefs was juft going 
to enquire whether any poultry were 
near, when the fight of a cradle alarmed, 
him, and he marched off, declaring it 
impoiBble that peace and a child could 
inhabit the fame place. Ifollowed him, 
now plainly forefeeing it was an Hercu-^ 
lean labor I had undertaken; 

The next houfe we aflailed was in a 
new-built ftrcet, not yet paved, fo that 
^ carriages would move foftly, and 
here was every thing we fought for u 
good air, uninhabited houfes on each 
fide, no child, n& cats, no poultry^ 
Mr. Liftlefs,. and the landlady, fooa 
came to term^ : but as we turned from 
the door, he perceived that the oppofite 
houfe was occupied by a tin-man, wh<^ 
bfiing then at work, alarmed his audin 
D & tory 
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tory faculty ; and after ftanding fome ill 
language from the. gentlewoman we had 
juft agreed with, we went farther a-field in 
queil of quiet and the other requisites. 

I was looking at a bill on a ihop- 
•window, at the other end of the fame 
fireet, when Ben. told me we need not 
enquire there^ for that he faw the fiairs 
come into the (hop^ and the wind mu^^ 
therefore, make the firft-floor always 
cold, and confequently dangerous. Here 
was now a new fpecies of objc&ion— 
fliops thus circumftaneed were excluded 
from our choice, and I (hould have 
defpaired had I not juft then fpied an 
acquaintance who I thought could help 
us. — Of him I enquired for a quiet, 
clean, healthy lodgiing, where there was 
no child in the houfe, nor any noify trade 
in the neighbourhood : it fo happened, 
that he knew of one exadly fitted to 
our needs, but it was at fome diftanc^ 
from the place we were then exploring. 

•This, 
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This, contrary to my expeftatioh, was 
|io obje^ioD with Mr. Liillefs ; we called 
a coach, and I perfuaded my acquaint* 
ance to accompany us, as his infltiracc 
might poflibly pcQcure thofe codapli^ 
snees which a ftranger has hardly a right 
loaik. 

My heart ftink as we knocked at the 
door, but I was encouraged hy hearing 
Ben. fay he liked the ftreer^ and afpe£t 
gS the houfe.. There W9s no fliop Bear^. 
aindail feemed t» wewifted :-— the ap* 
pearai^ce of the niiftrefs befpoke good 
houfewifry ; the rooms were fpacious ;— 
we were afllired tJuit no cats had ever 
been heard on the toof 5 that no poultry 
were within hearing ,; and there was mv 
cxoeUent upper chamber which Mr. Lift* 
kfs might havei 

No difficulty occured ia our paffage 
firom the bot|omco<tb^ top of the ftairs ; but 
on entering this promifiog upper-room,, 
itappearedtohave been newly fcrubbed* 

This 
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This I could not deny was a reafon 
againft immediate occupancy^ but I ftill 
Battered myfelf that the many recom- 
mendations of this uncommonly well- 
conditioned abode would prevail on my 
friend to poftpone his remove till die 
next day, when he might fafcly enter. 
I was ignorant that he had once caught 
cold by eroding the water in a boat that 
had been lately mopped, and that Peter 
Careful had, on that occaiion, told him 
it was his conftant practice to fhun peo- 
ple that were fond of mops and fcrub- 
bing-brulhes. — The exhalations, faid 
Ben. that rife from a floor that has been 
wetted, continue a long while hanging 
over it: nothing is worfe than damp 
wood — ^ftone wetted is not half fo perni- 
cious, becaufe being lefs porous, the 
water lies on the furface, and is foon 
difperfed — earth when wetted receives, 
tobefure, a greater quantity of moifture 
below its fuperficies, but then the adhe^ 

fion 
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Hon of its components is not clofe as 
the particles^ of wood are, and confe- 
qu^ntly tlie moifture fooner gets loofe, 
and is imbibed by the air ; but wetted 
timber, laid level as a floor, is hardly 
ever dry again. — What his objeftions 
wanted in force I found fupplied by firm- 
nefs : he precipitately retreated from the 
noxiousvapor he fuppofed fteaming from 
the boards; and aftiamed, vexed, and 
confounded, I followed him out of the 
Kouf?. 

I could aflc no more aid — My taik re- 
fembled the burthen of fome fongs where 
the only meritxonfifts in adding to every 
ftanza, and thereby rendering it more 
difficult to articulate. — I could not for- 
bear hinting that I feared we ftiould not 
meet in one abode with fuch a concur- . 
rence of circumftanccs as was requi- 
fite. — Never fear, replied Ben. — I fee a 
bill over the way ; — perhaps that may 
fuit us :«-'I fee vc muft not be too nice. 

It 
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It may be, thought I, that, what he 
chufes himfelf will better pjeajfe him x. 
and I had reafon to think fo^ for neither 
the boufe nor landlady had To favorably 
an appearance as that we had turned 
/rom. However here ^aa an upper 
chamber — no poultry were near — there 
was no cbijld ia the houie — ^no noiif 
trade in in the ftteet — no ilhop^— h^ 
might have pofleifion diredly — ^aild^he 
miftrefs p]r<)fefled herself as gi^at au^ 
enemy to water as^my friend :-—thls the 
appearcnce of the houij^. c<»]^ii)'j(Qed* It- 
was not^ Mr. Liftleffi faid^ i^^ clean as 
Jve wiflied :— but ^ne coijild not have 
.every thing. He was fccure in all par- 
ticulars, but th^it of the cats, and hetc: 
piy fear was founded. 

Being, I believe,n;iore than half weary ,. 
Ben. agreed' for thefe apartments: we 
returned toged^er in our hackfiey xoacb 
to remove his wardtobe ; and .having 
4ined together at a qeigUboring coffee- 

houfe,: 



No. XXXO THE PHAROS. 63 

houfe, I left him, not fo properly to fix 
himfelf in his new lodging as todifcover 
the faults of them. He requefted me 
to breakfafl: with him the next mornings 
a^d feemed now to have reached the ' 
ultima Tiulehe was in queft'of. 

It was with little hope that I vifited 

him at the appointed hour. I thought 

of the cats with pain, but my apprc^ 

h^ifions ptoyed groundlefs. He had 

flept undifturbed, and feemed quite 

happy : — ^the miftrefs of the houfe was 

exceedingly affiduous in her (ervices, and 

all promifed peace and content. He 

now propofed to enjoy himfelf in finding 

out his old friends, and with many 

acknowledgments of the pains I had 

taken for him, he exonerated me from. 

my troublefome office.^ 

But the next morning he and his port- 
mapteau were with me before I arofe.-— 
The lodging was untenaWe i — from fix 
in the afteftioon till near twelve at night 

he 
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he had been tormented with the tink- 
ling of a harpiichord, and the fqualling 
of a girl's voice. He had fent for the 
landlady^ and complained to her of this 
intolerable nuifanee : — flie replied^ that 
her daughter was a very eminent vocal 
performer — and that the lodgings had 
better remain empty than her girl negleft 
herpradtice. — ^After much altercation, to 
depart was poor Liftlefs*s refolution, and 
I muft again accompany him in his fur- 
ther feach. — How he fped my readers 
Hull learain my enfuing number* 
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How long with random fieps iliall mortals roam 
Unknown tireir paths, and more unknown theiy 
home? 

Beattie* 

MR. LISTLESS had now been 
three nights in town, and had 
had as many different dormitories. As 
we walked along I efpied a bill, an^ 
would have flopped, but he told me it 
would be labor loft, for that he would 
not run the hazard of catching a putrid 
fever, or the fmall-pox, by living op* 
polite a houfe where the knocker was 
muffled. This circumftance had efcaped 
my attention, but it added one to his 
infuperables : he haftened out of this 
difcafed ftreet; avoided the next, be- 
caufe ftraw was laid in it, and refolved 
not to inhabit that neighborhood. 

Difappointment did not feem to have 
bowed my friftnd's humor. At the £i(^ 

tance 
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tance of about a quarter of a mile he 
^aw a houfe, whofe appearance he liked ; 
but on confideration he difcovered that 
it had an eaftern afpedt, a thing, he faid, 
to be dreaded in London. My patience 
was at its laft gafp/when we were again 
tempted to afk the previous queftions at 
a houfe in an adjoining courts called in-- 
deed a place. A dirty girl opened the 
door, which we had no fooner left be- 
hind us than cthe fmell of paint annoyefl 
lis. Fear never made a qpicker retreat 
than my perfecuted friend : be could 
not think himfelf fafe within five hun- 
dred yards of the fpot. 

^The next attempt we made was ren- 
dered abortive by the vicinity of a tal- 
low-chandler — ^another by being too near 
a (land of coaches : — ^in a third the cieling 
was too low — many had no upper cham- 
ber : — feme houfes were fo new they muff 
be damp— others fo old they were not 
weatherproof— and after a mofl fatiguing.' 

masch^ 
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march, Mr. Liftlefs was forced to ac- 
cept my offer of lodging him with me 
till the next day. 

As I occupy no more fpace than I 
want, and have not been nice in my choice 
of an abode, I could invite him only to 
that which I feared would be very irk- 
fome to him, a fliare of my tablej and 
bed ; but I found him much more com- 
jplacent than I had expefted, and his 
ch«irfuln<rfs during the evening fliewed 
that his peculiarities were not the confe- 
quence of ncceffity^ Notwithftanding 
the ftreet I live in is a frequented tho-* 
roug^fare, Ben. flept fou^dly through 
the night, and I hoped to find him in 
fome naeafurer freed from his whims.-— 
Vain hope ! — his yefterday's fatigue he 
faid had made him a little feveriih, and 
he muft beg to quarter himfelf on me 
for that day. To this I had no objec* 
tion : he fpent the morning by the fire, 
dilutlog bis difordcr with gruel and fmall 

whey^ 
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whey, while I fought the bufy hum of 
men ! 

In my return home I met my acquaint- 
ance, who had endeavored at fettling 
Mr. Liftlefs. He knew of another lodg- 
ing in an airy and perfedly quiet fitu- 
ation : — the houfe inhabited only by a 
man and his wife ; and, in ftiort, every 
thing in defcription that the'moft fanci- 
ful being could wilh. Though out of 
heart I determined to mention this to 
Ben; and that I might fpeak on my 
own knowledge I went immediately tp 
reconnoitre it. I had by this means an 
opportunity of warning the people againft 
wetting floors, &c. and promifcd, if my 
friend was well enough, to bring him 
the next day to fee it. 

The. news of my fuccefs was a reftoK 
rativc to Ben. he would have a coach 
called, and go inftantly. When arrivedf 
it was the fummum bonum — ^this was what 
he had been in fearcb of; for, faid he, 

one 
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one may obferve, that the human mind, 
when engaged in any arduous purfuit 
can never reft till it has attained the 
identical point it aimed at — it cannot 
diftinguifli to our fenfes precifely what it 
feeks, but when it has reached it, there 
is a kind of fatisfadtion, a complacency 
<Jiffufed over it like that we experience 
from a mathematical demonftration. — 
Here were to be fure many advantages 
— cleanlinefs, quiet, falubrious air, and 
over and above all an extenfive profpedt 
of the country from the fleeping-room : 
he could enter the next day — and the 
people of the houfe undertook — O rafh 
undertaking ! — to pleafe Mr. Liftlefs. 

To this his fifth abode he repaired 
with^high glee, and I now thought my 
labor might end. Even the next day he 
appesired as much delighted ^s at firfl : 
he liad forgotten his indifpofidon, and 
faid he fhould have no more occafion to 
change. Neverthelefs in the evening I 

had 
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had a fummons to attend him, which 
indicated that all was not right. As I 
entered the room---Don*t you fmell 
fomething very -difagreeable ? faid he : 
I fear the fewers are oflFenfive.— There 
w^as, it is true, fome fcent rather un- 
pleafant, but not potent enough to have 
attrafted the notice of any but an idle 
-inan.— Ring for the people of the houfe, 
faid I, and enquire what it is, — The 
man obeyed the call, ahd fet all ftrait, 
T>y faying, a kettle of water had fallen 
into the fire. He was eiyoined to be 
more careful, and this rock -was pafied. 

Having now again feen my fritnd 
comfortably houfed, I left him, and 
-went for a few ddyS into the coimtry. 
My firft vifit at my return was to him', 
or rather I Ihould f^y to his place, for 
my bird ivas flown. - On enquiry I learnt 
he was annoyed by the bells of the ad- 
jacent church, and had therefore re- 
moved.— -And indeed, faid the woman, 

if 
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if he would have paid us double rent I 
would not be plagued with fo troublc- 
fome a lodger. 

He was .to be found at about half a 
mile off, ^nd thither I purfued him with 
fome curiofity to know wliat comforts he 
bad-procured fbrhimfelf. I entered with- 
out ceremony, and fawhim pacing.back- 
Wards and forwards along the room feem- 
ingly in an agony. I haftily interrogated 
fiim as to the caufe of his emotion — ^Do 
you not hear, faid he, that intolerable 
jargon ? — an organ, a tambourine, and 
a hurdy-gurdy, for fo the woman of the 
houfe fays it is, have been tormenting 
me this hour, and the people below 
ftairs cannot drive them away. From 
this mifery.I knew a few half^ejice would 
releafe him, and I liad the fatisfadtion 
of compofing his fpirits. When hq 
grew calm he . confirmed the account I 
had received at his former abode, and 
farther told me this was the fecond he had 

removed 
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removed to fince I quitted him, having 
been driven hither by a mfedical next door 
neighbor, who was often called up in the 
night. Here, however, he was p^rfeftly 

' at eafe ; and as he had not yet had leifure 
to tranfa6t any of the bufinefs he cailie 
to town about, be had engaged his pre* 
fent habitation for a month certain. 

Two days paflcd without my feeing 
him, I then had a vifil from him, and 
as I had now got over my fears, I 
boldly faid I hoped he was as comfort- 
ably fituated as he. could wifti. — O no, 
he replied — unlefi I xan lleep fome- 
where elfe to-night I IHall be dead in 
four-and-twenty hours— How jTo, faid I. 

- Why, returned my defponding friend, 
they have this morning, at one o'clock 
begun, what the woman calls, a great 
wafh, and the ioufe is from top to bot- 
tom a waOijhg-tub : the windows arc 
covered with fteam, and it^s pouring 
down the walls ; they are Jianging every 

room 
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room but mine with wet linen, — I wifli 
I may not have caught cold. — I have 
"brought my luggage with me, for I can- 
not go back, 

I could fcarcely reflrain my laughter 
at the foiemri face witb which poor un- 
happy, Ben. related his mifortunes ; but 
i coniforted him with a hearty welcome, 
and congratulation on his having difco- 
vered his danger fo foon. To chear his 
fpirits, as it was a glorious day, I pro- 
pofed to him a ftroUo^er Blackfriars and 
Weftmiinfter bridges ; he confented, and 
when we had juft quitted the former* 
flopped* to admire a row of hojafes, ' in 
which he faid he fliould be happy to 
get a lodging. I'.would have afked, at 
fome of the Ihops near, if any part of a 
houfe there was vacant, but he recol- 
!e<Jted> that/when the wind ;fat that way 
he fliould -be incommoded by the city- 
fmoke, and the damp from t)ie water 
might make paffing by th^ fridge un- 

VOL. II. E wholefome. 
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wholeTome. As he is not a maa to 
be reafoned with, I fufFered him to fol- 
low his own opinion, and w^ 4*eached 
Charing-crofs without being any more 
tempted. 

Here my avocations obliged us to fo- 
-parate ; but when we met at dinner-time 
J perceived uncommon glee inmyfriend*s 
countenance. . Sh aking me by the hand — 
Now, iaid he, wifti me jqy — I have 
found a .delightful abiding place, and it 
ivill be an afl: of charity to take it. The 
(poor woman was on the point of giving 
yp her houfe in defpair of letting her 
lodgings — I have taken them fbr thsce 
months certain — you cannot think hpw 
I delighted her — ^You muft go with me 
to fee them : — they are not three Ibreets 
off. 

To indulge his rapture we poftpof|e4 
our dinner, and vifited this happy fpot. 
The landlady was, by her drefs, lately 
a widow, and tomy aftonifluncnt 3 faw 
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no fewer than four children, but thefe 
were nd obilacles with Ben* — for their mo- 
ther was in diflxefs. She had been beau- 
tiful, but looked like one verfed in mif- 
fortune, and I muft o.wn that the ftylc 
of her converiation and demeanor af- 
forded a good excufe for partiality. She 
gave us a melancholy narrative of her 
forrows, and (b won on Ben. t&at at 
parting he put five guineas into her hand 
in advance. We then took our leave, 
and the next day Mr. Liftlefs became 
her tenant. 

My worthy friend's fpirits were fo 
taifed by the profpefl: of affifting the 
widow^nd fatherlefs, that he found no 
fault in any thing, though I do not re- 
coiled chat he enjoyed here any one of 
Jfikc conveniencies for which we had fo 
fought, and fo fticklcd. The ftreet was 
a noify thoroughfare, the houfe flood 
toward the north-eaft, he could have no 
vpper toom that could be made a tole- 
E 2 rable 
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table chamber, and the children every 
•day detained an organ befere the win- 
-dows ; biit all went on fmoothly, for 
•his mind was employed, and his • be^^ 
.aievolence excited : he was perpetually 
•contriving fchemes for the benefit of his 
•hoftefs, or her infants— K)ne he would 
educate entirely, another he would ap- 
/prentice, and this fortuitous meeting was 
to do wonders for the widow. 

One morning, after vhe had been in 
Jiis new lodging above a week, he called 
on me, and in the height of his I^ene*- 
•vole,nt good-humor propofed to me to 
:go to the play in .the evenings — And, faid 
he, let us take Tom, my landlady's el- 
-deft boy with uS' — Jane Shore is a good 
play to gauge his iinderftanding and his 
'feelings with. — This was the only part 
.of our fcheme that failed. Tom's mo- 
uther,' on being aiked, replied with the 
^tmoft gratitude and politenefs, that it 
was her iludy to keep her children igno- 
rant 
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rant of expenfive pleafbres — and, added 
Ihe, if I were to let liiy little boy ga' 
with you, Sirj he would neither talk- 
nor think of any thing but Dumont and* 
Haftings for this month to come : he: 
would excite a longing in^ the yo.unger 
children, which I could not prudently 
gratify, and he would be unhappy him- 
felf without a frequent repetition of the. 
pteafure. — This point was given up,, 
and Ben. and I enjayed together our the* 
atrical repait^ 

In our way to the play.-houfe, my 
companion's thoughts.^were employed oa 
the iingular good fenfe of his landlady's 
apology for her refufal: — this was na- 
tural enough ; . but in our return he was 
perpetually darting from the fubjed: I 
ivas moft prone to comment on, the- 
drama we had feen reprefented, and ftill 
recurring to his favorite topic. I rallied 
him on this propenfity, and faid, I wiflied 
he did not return to his living a different 
£ 3 maa 
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man from him that quitted it. — ^You may 
laugh, fays Ben. but I have feen very few 
fucbparfons' wives as this bewitching wo- 
man would make — -and the pleafure of 
being kind to her and her infants ! I 
know nothing that could delight me fo 
much as hearing her fay I had made 
her happy. He had juft faid thefe words, 
and convinced me that matters w^ere 
tending towards a conclufion mor« ad- 
vantageous to one party than honorable 
to the other, when we reach ed his-blifsfol 
dwelling. It was riot much paft eleven 
o^dlock, but, though the miftrefs of 
the houfe had promifed to be in thd 
way to let us m hcrfelf, not a foul 
aafwered our knocking or ringing. Af- 
ter calling and thumping for full half 
'^ hour, a man at the next door came 
0ut and civilly a&ed what we wanted* 
We told him, and receive<l io return 
the comfortable iiitelligcnce, that the 
"woman who had occupied the houfe was 

a re- 
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a reputed fwindler — that the landlord^ 
had had much difficulty to get her 
out — chat about fix o'clock that after- 
noon (he had begun to move her goods— 
that at ten the houfe was clear, and the 
key delivered to him for the owner ;— 
but whither (he was gone no one knew. 
Wretched Ben. was now raving ^— 
for on fearching the houfe not a veftigd 
remained of his property. He had, in^ 
his great care, left he fhould lofe them, 
depofited his watch and purfe in the 
hands of this Syren : they were irreco- 
verably gone, and he really flood in need 
ef coofol^on.-^Courage man, faidl — be 
comforted that it is not a mor^ confi- 
derable lofs — the watch was not gold, 
and I fancy you are too prudent to rifque 
carrying much money about you. — Aye, 
replied he, with the look of a criminal, . 
but there were, in my portmanteau, notes 
to the value of three hundred pounds^ . 
which I brought to inveft in the funds. . 
£4 I in* 
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I intended to have fecured it foifte days 
ago, and I mentioned it to this jade. She 
told me then, that (he hoped next week 
to have a hundred pounds to lay out in 
ilock^ and I undertook to tranfa6l her 
bufinefs and mine at the fame time, and 
fo I put it oflP— and now I have loft 
every penny of it. 

Neither the ftreet nor an empty houfe 
being agreeable places for reafoning, I 
therefore dragged my ftupified friend to 
my lodging, which* he quitted the next 
day, ih the Exeter coach, with a full 
convidion, that when we feek for ex-' 
traordinary felicity we are too apt to neg-» 
ieft common comforts. 
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Guide not the hand of God, nor order the 
finger of the Almighty unto thy i^ill and pkafure;- 
but fit quiet in the fofr ihowers of Providence, and: 
favorable diftributions in this world. 

Sir Thomas Browns*. 

IT has frequently been obferved, that 
the pofleflion of uncommon talents 
has added but little to the happinefs o£ 
him wha poflefled them. The reputa- 
tion of fome has been ftifled by envy^ 
the world has been thought not fufEci* 
ently awake to the merit of /)thers, an4. 
genius has been permitted to linger under 
the depreffion of poverty.. and diftrefs;,, 
whiLft thofe of inferior endowments are 
in the enjoyment ^ of all the eafe and; 
happinefs that luxury and indolence caib 
bellow. 

Befides thefe calamities to which the- 

man of genius is expofed, there are natu- 

E 5 laL 
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ral turbulencies attendant on a mind in 
an extraordinary degree adive, which 
aflail his peace no lefs powerfully from 
within than the envy or negled: of man- 
kind from without. But that in patti* 
cular to which I ihall confine my prc- 
fent fpeculat]ons5 and which like the 
trophies of Miltiades, prevents his en- . 
joying any other happinefs, is the per- 
fuafion that his talents were defigned for 
fome other objeft than they are employed 
on^ and that the reputation he has gained 
h confeqiiently lefs than it would have 
been had he followed the bent of na- 
- iure. 

That talents may be, and have been, 
. hegledted or mifapplied no one will 
doubt. Men of the greateft natural 
abilities have frequently, by the circura- 
ftances of their birth, been compelled 
to fill very low ftations in life. When- 
ever we Ineet with fuch inftances of the 
caprice of fortune, we are moved to 

pity 
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|»ty thotc whom ifac fubjugates; but 
vrhen wc bear the lamcnt^stioDS of ti 
man' over-anxious for fame without tbe 
means of acqfuiring it, .and wbo would : 
abandon a profeffion he is eftabliihed in < 
for fome one not more beoeficiai to fo^ 
ciety or himfeif^ we lode upon them aa . 
the tS&6k$ of a weak mind^. 

Thefe reflediohshave been excited in 
my mind by^he recoUedioa of an anec^ 
dote of Sir Godfrey Kneller, in Wthich 
ht is faid^o ha^vw dectared empha£cal:ly 
to G^Yy that h^ thought himfdf hora. 
lor a generahv Qf tibofe who recolkft 
this cireumftance, ajid the cbaraifter of ' 
the attift, I believe few have felt them* - 
ftlves inclined to regrat hisfatc> or to-^ 
eonceive that the interefis of kingdon^t . 
or the dignity of princes, would hav^ - 
been greatly advanced by his means, 
for though Sir Godfreyfs abilities as a 
painter are difputed, and they certainly 
never v ould h^ve raifed him fromrthe 
E 6. bottom . 
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bottom of a faw-pit, this falls far fliort 
of proving, nor did any thing in his 
general temper prove, that be was born 
for a general : no one 'o£ his panegyrifis 
ever yet thought of enduing him with 
the qualities eifential in the charafter of 
a hero. But in the ardor of his fancy 
he anticipates his military honors, and 
declares, not that he is born for.afoldier^ 
but for a general. 

Inllances of this kind are not rare> 
and they ferve to fhew that our withes 
and' our natural impulfe are not always 
the iame, or in any way connedtcd. I 
once knew a young man who had natu« 
rally a ftrong predile6bion iin favor of a 
liberal profeiSon; for the fake of fol- 
lowing which, and left he ib#uld be con- 
fined to his father's^ rural occupation, he 
renounced his home, and after many 
difficulties had aflailed him, reached 
London, and placed himfelf in the iitua* 
tionrhc had fo ftrenuoufly fought. His 

excellence 
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excellence in his art was far beyond 
what the world had then feen^ and he 
rofc to celebrity and opulence ; and yet 
but a very fliort time before his death 
he feriouily, and I am fure wkh fince* 
rity, declared to me that it was mere 
chance that threw his profeflion in his 
way^ for that had he been left to chufe, 
the army would have been bis eledion. 

It feldoms happens that z man is pp£» 
fefied of talents which could render him 
equally eminent in- twodiftioA irrela* 
tive callings, and where it does happen 
ftill lefs can we expedl uncommon cx^ 
cellence. Divided energy cannot ad 
with the fame force as when dired:ed to 
one objedt. Perhaps Sir Richard Black* 
more, and Sir Samuel Garth, would 
have rifen higher in poetical fame had 
they not been phyficians, for as their 
abilities^ were employed on fubjeds to* 
tally independent of each other^ it may 

be 
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be prefumed that the whole o£ their 
powers could never be (ecn at once^ 

An argument which fhould make us 
fufpeft the foundation of our w4ihes» 
when we think as Sir Godfrey Kneller 
did, is, that from the fuperior influence 
of fclf-love few men can form a candid 
judgment of their own faculties. Many 
have felt a defire to write, and a foil per- 
fuafion that they w^re equal to the tafk, 
who^ on midcing the experiment, have 
failed mdftwofuUy; many have quitted^ 
lucrative catting^ to rage an Othello^ or^ 
a Hamlet^ whofe minds were incapable - 
of the firft principles of hiftrionic repre^* 
fentatioh : many have quitted trades fors 
profeflions, and have been ruined. 

It might probably be fo ordered by 
Providence to demonftrate the imbecility 
of human underftanding, and to induce 
fubmifllon andreiignation to his direfting 
hand. Between the ordinary gifts of 
nature^ and thofe which (he beftows 

only 
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only on a favored few, a juft balance is 
prcferved. If the fonner do not bring^ 
with them pre-eminence and glory, they 
fubjedt us lefs to thofe weaknefles and 
infirmities which have often rendered 
great talent^ defpicable ; and if the lat* 
ter are attended by uneafycircumilances, 
we are repaid by the admiration and ap* 
plaufe of the world. 
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-LoTC dwells not there. 



The foft regards, the tendernefs of life. 
The heart flied tear, th* ineffable delight. 
Of fwcct humanity—— , * 

Thomsok* 
DEAR SIR, 

I HAVE often heard my fplenetic old 
uncle fay, that it is the bufinefs of 
one half of the world to plague the 
other halfi. I was angry when he firfli 
broached this aphorifmto me : it founded 
karfhly, and was very difcouraging to a> 
young girl juft entering on the pleafures 
of life, but I am now becommg a convert 
to his opinion.. 

My eyes have been enlightened, and 
my underftanding informed, by a vifit 
I have lately made to my coufins Mr- 
and Mrs. Serfent> who live in a towa « 

fburfcore 
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fourfcore miles from London ; and af- 
fuming the liberty you gave me of 
chufing my fubjed: for a contribution to 
your undertaking, I (hall prefent you 
with a fkctch of the Serpentine cha- 
rader and political oeconomy. 

The mafter of the family is what the 
boors around him call the lawyer ; — an 
appellation by which I fancy they. meiin 
to confer great honor, for he is ever 
defcribed amongft them by the ftylc 
and title of Lawyer Serpent. Indeed, 
if we may eftimate his importance by his 
ufefulncfs, he is a very great man, for 
no neceflary of life could be more hardly 
fpared than this doughty legillator, who 
can involve, extricate, puzzle, and per-^ 
plex, I will venture to fay, as well as 
the moft litigious fpirrt could defire. 
His profufion of buiinefs, and his utter 
inability to talk on any other fubjed:, 
have, in a few weeks, let me inta a 
great deal of legal knowledge, and con^ 

vinced 
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vinced me how egrcgioully people err 
^ho talk of rural innocence, ruftic fim- 
plicity, peace in retirement, tranquility, 
content, and fuch maudlin pleafures, 
and would have it thought that the fa- 
miliar acquaintance with, and conftant 
enjoyment of nature^s moll beautiful 
productions can charm down pafiion or 
infpire benevolence. 

So far is this from being true, that I 
find the country the fitteft foil for thofe 
hopeful plants, maiice and rancoc : they 
Yegetftte fkfler, with more certainty, 
and lefs tcouble tban potatoes and cab- 
bages; they require no mitrimcDt but 
the breath of i lawyer, fudi as my ho^ 
sored couiin, and tkey will (land the 
moft intenfe drought, and feverelit froft. 
People here muft quarrel, or be often at 
n lofs for amufement, for not one in ten 
of them knows how to employ a vacant 
bour ; and when they are quite at a Hand 
they find great relief in coming to this 

houfe 
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houfe of juflrce, and talking over their 
fuits and adtions, Co that it is neceffary 
to their comfortable exiftencc^ that they 
and their neighbors ihould be inceffantly' 
together by the ears. 

One doubt ftartled me when I firft be- 
cam« acquainted with this rural fyftem. 
I was at a loft to find fubjedts of dif. 
pute in a prolific county, not too clofely 
inhabited, and abundant in whatever can 
eafe the wants of life, or contribute to 
its pleafwres; but my coufin foon fet 
rby head right^ in this particular: htf 
talked moA learnedly of tre^afsy ttwer^ 
bcc. &c» terms I cannot remember ; and 
tiien put into my hand an abftcad:^ com* 
piled by himfelf, of the game-laws* A 
ctarfory view informed ine fafficiently, 
and now my wonder was how they could 
live at peace* 

But as the evils we do not ouHelyes 
ibffer by^ mak^ Iktb hnpreffioo on the 
l&ind^ f amiiliarity woujd foon have worn 

off 
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tally, but happily rbeir tempers are fo 
formed, that the protuberances of one 
prefent themfelves to theinterftices of the 
other. The dolce Jpofa is of that ^fpecies 
of fair termagants, called Whimperers : 
ihe will fret hcrfelf into a rage twenty 
times in a day, and by the fame method 
become cool again. Her lord and ty- 
rant, as flie generally calls him, loves 
good eating, therefore Ihe fets before 
him the moft ordinary joints of meat 
dreft in. the pkineft way, and which (he 
will fuffer no one to carve but herfelf, 
becaufe Ihe will have the meat cwt pro- 
perfy; chat is to £ay, .wherever it is 
higheft, without choice, or attention td 
the palate of thofe whom (he helps. A 
quarrel ufually enters with the dinner : 
the hufband complains he is fed with 
horfe-flelh, and can never get a good 
meal at home — ^then recounts what he 
had at the laft turnpike-meeting— and 
f wears he cannot live on infipids. — ^K 

flie, 
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ihe, which very rarely happens, is fllent, 
he telU her the meat is tainted, and that 
ibe does not know how to provide a din- 
ner — Madam then lays down her knife 
^nd fork, and, in the moft tremulous 
-accents, protefts he is fo nice it is im- 
poffible to pleafe him— it is very hard 
he cannot eat what (he anii his children 
eat and thrive on — ^^inftead of complain- 
ing and finding groundiefs fauhs, he 
ought to d^wn on his knees and thank 
God for ^very mouthful of bread he 
has — ^for time was when he was not fo 
iure of having any dinner to fit down to. 
This in general is the outline of the 
•colloquy which I prefume ferves for 
tgrace before meat^ as I never heard any 
other; but fometimes, if the meat is 
really coarfe or unpalatable, Mr. Ser- 
pent will order the cook up, rate her 
heartily for that in which (he has no con^ 
cern, for his wife is caterer, and then 
^rder one of his daughters to leave her 

dinner. 
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dinner, and prepare him fome made 
dilh. Mifs declares flie will be nobody's 
copk, and fits ftill : Madam bounces up, 
fays Ihe will not fufFer her viftuals to be 
fo wafted, and pofitively refufes to fur- 
.nifli the ingredients, reminding her huf- 
barid again, in the true fpitit of Chriftian 
piety, that God's good gifts are not to 
. be fo defpifed. To this the anfwer is 
Ihort: Sir rifes, produces the gold in 
his pocket, vows he will not fee home 
. while ,a Ihilling of it remains, takes his 
hat, and repairs to the neighboring inn, 
whence he returns, perhaps, at fun-rife, 
intoxicated. 

Here is now a fine iield for madam 
to exercife herfelf in. Her reft is broken 
by his arrival : ftie is in hyfterics all 
next day — com«plaining of the cruel 
man, who, flie firmly believes, wiflies 
nothing fo much' as to fee her in •her 
grave — and well would it be for her 
if flie were there, for there the wicked 

ceafe 
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4eafe from trotibjitig, there the weary 
«re at reft. — ?In tins ftrain will (he rant 
for an hour inceflantly — then fcold 
fome one near her for having no feel- 
ing — ^iniimW:e that (he perceives who is 
her tyrant's favorite, and why (he is every 
day ufed wofTe and werfe, &c. &c. 

I pafs by the multitudinous variety of 
fubjedts for contention which this charm- 
ing couple ftrike out for themfelve^s. 
They both love money, he to fpend, flie 
to hoard : fhe reproacheshim with extra- 
vagance even in needful expence— pro* 
phefies that Ihe and his children muft 
die in a parifti houie, and de<:iares his 
bountflefs profufion keeps her without 
the neceffaries of lif«» They both love 
argum^ent : flie aflerts fomething— he 
denies it — ftie fupports it with vehe- 
mence—he tells her ihe is an ignorant 
fool — ^tbey both talk till they are en- 
raged, he furious^ ihe in tears — ^he leaves 
her in fits — goes td theThree Pigeons-** 

VOL* II. F . ihe 
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parfon'S wife* _ ,_ 

But the fondHets -^f t^ei^ 't.wtl^s- i$ 
^ftiUipo^e provoking ^than tbek. batdes 
are. SoqiFtimcs for bllfr^-day they wiH 
be billkg and cooing — fHen Ifec takes 
the oppormnity of reproaching him with 
ibnaethipg h« h6s done aniifs : — he has 
l^fl^fcen^wrkiadly to his ddary^. or 4ie has 
ieft b^r alofie^-^pr fafC ka^ Ijieibrt his ma- 
*i>Cry, ,or he has looked at <)rte of the 
maids. — He may forgive her if ihe wrongs 
him, but flie fears that Jdyce, the girl 
that fetches up the c^owsj'has a ihape ih his 
hear^a ^nd Nothing woirid fo foon break 
his pdOF: wife's as having arivaL — ^Then 
fhe .tells him Ae ias determined .on the 
courfe ihe will purfue if ever flie finds 
him unfaithful to her— ^ftiie will ftarve 
herfelf to death, :and,corivincehim^ that 
Ihe prefers that fufferi^g t<?. the mifery 
4l{ being fupplanted in his affcftion.— 
' .- Seldom 
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Seldom does her gentleman contain him<^ 
felf fo far ; but if he does, the ftorm Is 
fufpend^ pply /to burft with more fu- 
ry : — ^an abode of half a week at the 
Three Pigeons enfues, and for a fort- 
night after they do not fpcak to each 
other. " . 

. I intended to have given you a iketch 
of the younger charaders, bUt haw fo 
intruded on your patience, and fo nearly 
cxhaufled my leifure, that I muft poft- 
pone it till . another , opportunity, and 
remain. 

Dear SIR, &c. 

EtiZABETH. 
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r 3y .virtuous ufe thy life and manners frame. 

Ro WE« 

^^d F-cbruary, 1787. 
« I R, 

THIS age is fo fludhiatin^ in its 
manners and fafliions, that poffi- 
Tily before this ^ddrcfs" to the fair oma- 
'inents of fociety fees the light, 'the evil 
I mean to reprehend may have given 
place to fome other, I therefore date my 
letter, and hope-it will not be entirely 
forgotten, that on the 23dof :February^ 
in the year of our Lord 1 787, it was the 
cuftom for the ladies of Great-Britain to 
drefs in 3 manner which diftinguilhed 
no rank, and excited no refpeft to. their 
external appearance— A pyramid re- 
j^erfcd was certainly a happy diagram to 

repre- 
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Feprefent the fi^ionable outline; but it^ 
has feveral minute curvatures which, are 
Bot expreiTed by this form^ 

Reaibnably may the contour itfe^f be: 
objedred to : — it has but one recommen- 
dation — its inftability — but who knows- 
what may fucceed to its-fall ? — who IhalL 
dare to prophefy what will be the next 
mandate iflued by that tyrant caprice ? — ; 
that (he confults neither beauty nor con- 
venience is- evident^ for nothing can be: 
more ungraceful than the modern difpro- 
j^rtion, and fome of her eccentricities, 
one would think defigned to ftarve hei. 
votaries; 

The hint for the prefent mo^eof drefs, 
from the flioiilders to the feet^ feems ta 
have been fuggefted by the fight of wet 
drapery ; the material of vyhich the gar- 
ments are made, has in. itfelf no elaili* 
city, and confequently cling? clofe ta 
the limbs. By the abolition, of that ju- 
dicious line of circumvallation the hoop,, 
E 3 thisr. 
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this propcwfityis caric^urcd, and tkmig)b 
fome pcribns, who are fond of fimpli- 
city, and what approachcfs n^areft to 
nature in- drefs, has aiked, who that was 
employed to clothe the Medic^an Venn* 
would have pnt on fo uncouth a machine 
ais a hoop, yet this is no well-founded ob- 
jcftion. In mixt fociety fometfting Be-^ 
Ifide Grecian- beauty ffiould be ftudied :• 
taflfcrt that thefe is^a'deceftcyj-ard'ee^rAjfltf 
in' Wfeatittg that* uiicoulH, thatt unnacuraF 
tiringj a Hodp, #hfeS^ ought to rceom*- 
mend it;, and however incoriveuient ifi 
may be denned as e^ccupying a larg^ 
portion of fpace, while our females wifar 
hats of near three feet ditoieter, this 
ifeafon agaihft it cannot be admitted as 
extravagance of fi:&e is not neceffary.-— 
My opinion that it is a decent part of 
drefs wJlIi perhaps, Be controverted by 
thofewho rementfifet how ufeful fonid 
ladies make a hoop to the publication of 
tteir hofier's excellence; but even thisf 

abufe 



abufe of itrlwd'feetter be tolerated thsfii 
the out-line of the^ftttiftl* fortn'be carf<- 
tinually obtruded on the fight. — Every 
refpedtable woman would be fhocked by 
a propofal to introduce a habit exaftly 
fitted to the body and limbs, or one that 
in its prefent form ihould be tranfpa- 
rent — political reafbns have been urged 
by an Italian writer againft this yifual 
pcoftitution, and fuch as ftiould recom- 
j^tiA the pre^ce- I plead foiu-^llut^ 
bys a modi^t}! Vet)U8> viRtg out of 
tht wateK^ what decorum can there be 
ist cfti^ryiti^ fikfc i €i^r€umfefence of 
^B4ui)ebd&e about v^ifth, one ?-^urely cIq- 
cor«m- flioald ftiggeft the propriety of 
occupying no more fpace than nature 
made neecflar)". — Not fo feft, my good 
lady — ^whiae^^ef can'tifnd to oteyate the 
ifentiment* tbofe o^ die other ftx etj^tej- 
iiSuii^o^ women, ^s^ decorum; the female 
peff«)ft i» in fdme 'mcafure facreAj and 
^ who knows how liable is to attack^ 
F 4 and 
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and how incapable of defence^ will never 
demolifh the outworks. 

Your*s> , 

A FRIEND TO FEMALE BEAITTYr 



m 



S I R, 

I T is^^ twenty years fince I retire^ into 
^he country %q enjoy .the . produce of .my 
youthful labor^ and am now^ for the 
firfb time, attradted to London for the 
pleafure of feeing my <^d friends> many 
of whom indeed I have long expe(5ted 
to follow my^ example, but retirement 
into the country is hot now the mode; 
my friends have retired frQm:bufinefs to 
luxury ; moft of thofe I left in IV^k- 
lane I have been forqed to feek in Maryi- 
bone, and I cannot find that any thing 
more rural than Epping for^, or Put- 
ney 
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ney common^ fuics the.tafle of modern ) 
opulence* 

After the lapfe oTtwenty years I need ^ 
not fay I perceived wonderful viciffi* 
t^dc5, nor that few of the changes I- 
met with pleafed me;, but one in parti-r 
cular has given me Angular pfFence,- 
perhaps I am moft fenfibic of it, becaufc 
my errand to town brought me beft ac- 
quainted with it : this is the cuftom of 
gcrfons, when at home, denying them- 
felves to cafual vifitors in terms that de- 
ceive. . I called yefterday morqing on 
my old neighbor Alderman, Invoice, at 
his houfe ia Portman-fquare — the por- 
ter — for a. porter there was — faid he 
was gone out — Having urgent bufinefs 
with him, and imagining, as he is yet 
in trade,, that I. might fee him at the 
counting-houfe, I enquired whether he 
was gone, and was told, that it was to- 
wards fome other part .of the town to 
meet a gentleman ; while I was fpeaking 
F 5 '. a fpruce 
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a fpruce fellow of a footman c^trie mtci 
the hall, and called out to anothfer— ^ iVly 
liiafter^s ■ chocolate direftly* — I faid to 
the porter, that his niaft'er then certainly 
was at home ; when the fellow redden- 
ing ivitli ihfolehde," replied, 'that his 
mailer was neyer at home Co any borf}^ 
tin one o'clock, and fhut the dodr dn toe* 
I do not mean to aniniadVert on thd 
general licentioufnefs of ferVants, but i 
would remark, the very bad t^ncSfehcy 
of this unthought of pradice of pUttirtg 
a lie into their mouths. A friend, with , 
whom 1 have converfed on the fubjeft, 
tells me it is a pradtice fo common, that 
a fervant who Ihould hefitate at it would 
rilk the lofs of a place ; and that he 
has known inftances where a footman, 
who with a meflage, has related to hi^ 
miftrefs the difHculty he had to parry the 
vifitor's enquiries, has beefi applauded 
for his'^ngenuity in framing the falfe-' 
hood,- and his perfeverance in maintain- 
ing it. 

It 
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It is apparent to every body that there 
mufl be times whea perfons, though at 
home, wiih to be free from company ; ; 
and as this isy.xaf 0\}ght to be the cafe 
ibmetimes with each of us^ it is pity 
that fome fbnn of fpeech isoibt devifed 
that ihould ^nfwer the pujrpoib of this 
Ue without the guik of it ; jbr^ in itfelf 
and ks confeqnenGea^ it 13 more criminal . 
titan mod people I fappofe think' it^A^ 
gmtleniEQ ia ihe coffee^houfe ynO: vtow- 
dcfended^" it, , by faying, it was always < 
underftood properly^ but this I deny> for 
1 myfctf was. deceived by the fellow's - 
effirontcary^ and many befide cuyfelf cer- - 
tainly axe. d^c^^ived ; . for as there cs v 
no difcriminatioa in the repulfe, either .- 
tbofe who meet with it, muft fupppfe * 
their friends thus denied to them, al- 
-ways, out, or always at home,, which 
cannot be the cafe, and pray how>am I, 
or how is any body to divin^when I 
or they hear truth or fallhood, if de. . 
Uv.ered in the fame words, and with the 
F 6 fame 
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fame unbluiking. countenance ? — Aho^ 
ther latne defence fet up for the .pradice 
is, that is. the ocily method of deniajl 
free from incivility.— -^And what in the 
name of virtue are' we to involve: x)ur- 
felves in the guilt of fahhood left we 
might offend a perfon whom at laft per* 
haps we care not aftraw for ? — Here let 
me obferve the inconfiftence of the two 
pteas that this form of denial is properly 
iinderftood, and that it is the only one 
free from incivility. — If it wefe praperhf 
underftood, that is to fay, if the perfon 
denied fuppofed you at home when your 
fervant faid you were not, which to my 
apprehenfion is the only poffible way of 
underftanding it properh^y you- then de» 
clare whatever would conceal the inci» 
vility, for you declare that you Ihun 
your vifitor, and would rather tell a lie 
than fee Him : and now I would be glad 
to know wherein the civility of the lie 
confifts. 

But 
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But mafters and miftrefles,! who in- 
ftruft and authorife their domeftics in 
this praftice, are not perhaps aware 
that they are arming a fervant againft 
themfelves: that the evil I reptobate 
is a fin in thofe who. even only per- 
mit it, is clear, but I can hardly fup- 
pofe that a very powerful diffuafivey 
they muft be convinced that they them- 
felves will feel the bad effcds of it 
before they abandon it, and furely 
it requires no great fagacity to point 
out, nor any credulity to believe this 
truth. It is admitted that no man ar- 
rives at once at the height of wickcd- 
nefs, and that it is good and needful po- 
licy to crufli it in the egg. Now, what, 
can give a poor illiterate needy creature 
better encouragement to purfue, or furer 
, footing in the path of villainy than this 
conqueft over truth and ihamc — ^John, 
- a raw laid taken from following the 
plough, is brought to hoiidon in qua- 
lity 
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Uty of a fDotmah*-+his mafter of miftirers 
puts the Kcof ^Not at home in Ms moudi,. 
and bids him ftick to it— he diaes as. he • 
is bi^^ is commend ed,. and lftu^sat:thc 
people he hab impofed on.-s-Hd breaks 
^ glaA^ > is fearful of r^reheofibn. or 
^Jifijniffion ;• therdforft^ whcti taxed with 
it^' ftiffiy denies that he did it^ and is 
belkvqd^ bedaufe he b too iimple: a 
^re^urc toteU a: lie^-^The town and itt 
ple^fore% allure Ji&BwH^he baa na inoK- 
ney — he eaiuxpt fupprefs hisincKiiation-^- 
he pilfers, and while in the a6i, fays to • 
himfelf, * My nftafter iand my miftrefs 
.make me tell lies every dayy fo either 
there is:aQ fin in it, oc they da flot think* 
it a (in ; and, why ihould a poor fervant 
be nicer, or wifer than his betters ?'— ^He^ 
is fufpedted ; a fto\at negative, perhaps, , 
f^ijs wher« pecuiniary intereft i$ con- 
cerned-r-he itn^aches a newly hired fei- 
low-fervaiit — and is againLre-iiiftated fdF 
a flvort. ^me-^bc grows bold— mai<s . 

free 
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free with the plate — and the fequel 1 
need not enlarge on. 

Thofe' who are moft ready to join irijr 
opinion, may* ftill reafonably call on me 
to fupply the chafm this abolition of an 
eflabliflied praAice would leave, and 
this I think j^ay be done, by united oppo^ 
fition to the cuftom. I fay united,' be- 
taufe lioC only the perfon^ whofe fer-* 
vast is to make reply, qiufl: adopt the 
new method, but he or fhe who makes 
cither by themfelves or their deputies, 
the enquiry. 

. Pafling by Whitehall, while my head 
was full of this important fubje<3:, for 
important it is if we would preferve 
in any degree the morals of our do- 
meftics untainted, I faw a duke's coach 
flop at a houfe, and heardj, that the 
queftion put to the fervant who. opened 
the door, was in thefe words — ^Does 
lady *'* '^' * * * fee company this morn- 
ing ? the reply was a negative— She is 

not' 



iiz THE PHAROS. [No. XXXIV, 

rot gone to Mrs. *******s is fhe?- 
fkid the la3y in the carriage — the fer*- 
vant replied — ^No — my Tady is at home, 
but has given orders not to be inters- 
rupted. — ^Now here were, I dare fay, 
two ladies who had talked over and 
fettled this point, and had agreed, as 
all might do if they really diflikcd 
falihood, that neither Ihould be offended 
at the refufal — If againft this it be urg^d 
that few. perfons would brook the re^ 
pulfe, 1 anfwer,. let theexperiment.be 
made ; and at the fame time, let. it be 
borne in mind,., that whoever will not 
brook it,, is an acquaintance whofe lofs 
need not be regretted. With all good 
people an early apology, and a declaraT 
' tion of your motive, will prevail ; and, 
on my confcienre, 1 think the experi- 
ment would make a very ufcful telL 

But be the inconvenience or trouble 
occalioned by this reform ever fo great, 
it muft be produftive of good effeds. — 

Whfen. 
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When your fervant knows you will not 
ypurfclf tell nor permit a faUbood^ he 
will hardly dare to utter one to you — ^the 
worft will fear you, and the b?ft will 
refpedt and honour you. — ^In the pleafing 
hope, that ivhat I have faid may have 
fome eSedt on a few minds raifed above 
the Aaviih cuftom, I fubfcribe myfelf^ 

Your Tcry humble fervant, 

Fhilaletkes^ 



N^XXXV. TtTESDAY, Mdf . 6; 1 7S7, 



I 



Yt- motley* ma^ 6f contradiiSions flrohg. 

TOUNO, 

DEAR SIR,/. 

l^romifed you a' iltetch' of my young 
coufins of the. Sei'penc family:, and 
J now fit down to fulfil'my engagement, 
in th^ b^pe th^l iSy^st I relate is not in 
itfelf curious it will at leaft be deemed 
lingular. 

I told you the younger part of Mr. 
Serpent's houlhold confifted of a fon, 
four daughters, and a female ward ; but 
I believe-I omitted mentioning that of 
Jiis five children, four are by his former 
wife, a circumftahce to which no fiiiall 
portion of the fpirit amongft them is 
attributable. 

The fon, an overgrown lad, is per- 
force chained to the delk, and brought 

up 
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up to his father *s pf ofeffioiT : his natural 
diflike to books, and pens feiems to in- 
creafe his father's inclination to make 
him a lawyer: the poor boy*s genius' 
leads him to the profeflion of sr^ox- 
hunter, but he is doomed to hunt hi» 
neighbors — I ffiould heartily commife- 
rate his condition did he not Hnd a ba- 
lance for his misfortune by the pklfure 
of teateFng- : hd- is the feafl diangerous of 
hflV family, for he nevefr does^ imfchief 
otrf of rfb^nrigfet tTia3iee> nor afny that 
h^ do6s not kugh at. Eating what his 
Ifep-mother had referred for anothei^' 
da^^, demroMBfog prefcrves> burning bb* 
f?^rs' clothes or work, telKng ridi- 
culous ftorie^ of them to ftrangefs, and 
fetting th«m together by the ears, arc 
the higheft achievements of mrffter* 
Jackey's brain, fo thatKe i« not mttdfe 
\hirfe t^ti a monkey of .riidrmofrit. *^ 

The youngbft daughter,' bein^ natu* 
ralHy the bcft belorcd of the reigning^ 

' cmprefe. 
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emprefs^ is made the infirument of 
plaguing ail the family. The father 
Iheivs his fpirit towards the girls chiefly 
by peremptory commands^ and thwart-^ 
ing their wilhes; but they are generally 
more in his confidence than his wife is^ 
and he will hear any thing they can fay 
againll her. Befide this advantage over 
her, they can fometimes get money pri*- 
vatdy from their father, and this is an- 
excellent means of tormenting her^ for^. 
parfimonious as fiie is, Ihe loves to Idc 
the finefl: at church, and they can fre* ^ 
quently furprife her into an^ ill-humor 
by appearing in a new gown, hat, or 
cloak, (he never faw or heard of^ — In 
thefc fchemes they are united ; but when 
their ill humor has not an object, it is 
turned on each other, and there is no- 
peace among them.. 

But their ftep-mothcr has fuch fulL 
power of revenge as make their viftories 
or anticipations dearly bought. She 

caa 
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can force them to employments thatliurt 
fheir pride, interrupt them in their fa- 
vorite purfuits, mortify them before their 
acquaintance, and in a thoufand other 
ways. In thefe honeft endeavors the 
good lady is much affifted' hy her own 
daughter, who, when bribed with fugar- 
plums or fruit, will fit at the , door, 
liften to their converfation, and report 
4t, by which means many a defign has 
'been ifruftrated; but I doubt whether 
little mifs will ever forget what fhe fuf- 
tfered lately when flie was difcovered, 
-and treated with dipt horfc-hair in her 
;bed. 

Such are the members of this family 
united by confanguinity or alliance. 
There is befide a young woman, of con- 
siderable fortune, whom the wife choice 
of her father condemned after his dcfath 
to an abode here, -till the lapfe of time 
fliould remit the managenient and-dif^ 
pofal of her eftate and perfon to her 
^ own 
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•own dioice* EmaocipajioD is now at 
hand: a few months will reicajfe poor 
Ch^rlotte^ and rob m.^ amiable relations 
of one obj»St of their torment. Pity 
•ipacje it painful to obferve her fufFeringSj 
but could an unimpaffioned fpedator have 
viewed her fitiiation,he woiildiiavc found 
abundant fubjeA-matter to contemplate. 
This v^ry deferving girl it was her 
guar^jian's pious intention' to beftow op^ 
' an unacknowledged, though near relatijEfn 
of his own, ^md touring about thisjpro- 
jeA. fee was for a year and a .j^alf .peftercd 
wiithhlsaddreflesaad falicitations ; ithis, 
in addition to all the vexation Mrs.<Ser- 
pent and her d^ghters, through hatred 
and envy, ;couW devife^Qr her, -was in- 
tolerable, but happily tJne endeavors of 
thefe tcf reftrial fiends produced "an,effe(9: 
juft contrary to their wishes* Xhe dif- 
tittguiflbed beauty ^and fortune of this 
yiQUng lady made her an object of ge- . 
neral curiofity^ ^and her perfonal merit 
. had 
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^iiad jKDtaGbdd nrntky friends to ^her. I^bat 
ihe 'was ufA^^py was well known, and 
flirewd^gueffes were iiuwje of the man- 
ner ki which her guatdian would dif- 
pofd of her. Her danger inrj^ircd the 
worthy fon o£ a very worthy bayonet if) 
the neighborhood with courage to do 
what he had Tong meditated, and often 
attempted. He at one inftMt told her 
he loved her, and woi>ld ^rote£t her : 
Siis affiduity in the latter proved the fin- 
verity of the former declaration, aad he 
"demanded of her guardian to be ad- 
mitted as her future huCband. This 
brought with him too much refolution 
to be refufed, and from that bour-the 
fweet girl has/experieiieed a different fort 
of torment which 1 witneffed. 

The arrival of a OiisiVkger not quite of 

the family gtgnius -chca^'cd her when! 

^ ventured cm my vifit, arid gaveia little 

life to her countenance. At bres^kfaft, 

the Baorning after 1 reached diis Paara- 

dife. 
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dife, Ker iherguardian> in i^tobe of ma- 
levolent raillery faid. to; her — Sd, mife, 
now you have got a beau to dangle after 
you, you can look as pleafed as any 
body— rThis was followed by fomegalling 
jeft from two or three more of the com- 
pany — ^I was aftonifhed, but I'fooh found 
this was family wit. If Charlotte be* 
ftowed a little more than ordinary pains 
on her drcfs, it was to: allure Mn '* * * * *, 
and fhe was advifed to leave ofFthofe 
arts> for her pink ribbons would not make 
him a better huibandi If to avoid this 
farcafm Ihe negledted her perfon, nothing 
was to be heard but exprefBons of wonr 
der that any woman (hould think ainan 
liked a flattern ; — but the vanity of fome 
people was aftoniftiing : — ^they thought 
themfelves fo perfeft.nothkig could add 
to their beauty, or obfcure it : — perhaps 
it would now be found that fine feathers 
make the fine bird. To. defeat this 
pointed malice I advifed her to brave it, 

,to 
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to ufe thofe innocent decorations of her 
perfon which were agreeable to her lover, 
and to avow that flie ftudied to pleafe 
him. — ^Now ihe was worfe ufed — ^her 
forwardnefs was Ihocking to the delicate 
lady of the houfc — ^fhe could not bear to 
fee girls hanging out encouragement to 
the men. — You know, my life, faid fhe, 
with an odious leer towards her hufband, 
that even after we had fixed the day, 
and every thing was fettled for our 
wedding you ufed to complain that I was 
as ftrange as if we had never met be- 
fore. — Aye, my chuck, replied he, you 
was ftrange enough, God knows — I al- 
, ways thought there was fomething ftrange 
in you — ^Don't you remember how the 
boys, ufed to call you mifs Prue ? and 
don't you remember the ftrange letter 
you wrote to Kitty Crony about, me ? — 
and don't you remember — I remember 
very well, returned the veftal, reddening 
to the eyes, how I confcnted to be mar- 
voL. II. ' G • ried 
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tied a month feoner than we had fixed 
£oF fear Molly Feachum ihould be da-* 
morous— -I thought it now high time 
Hbr Grangers to withdraw; I retired, 
Charlotte followed me, and the young 
ladies of the family remained to edify* 

Mrs. Serpent was, after this, quiet 
for the reft of the day, but the reftraint 
Itemed only to wet her faculties. The 
jiext time Mr. * ****** vifited Char- 
lotte, the daughters were, in his hearing, 
ordered to fet two chairs quite clofe 
to each other for die lady and her 
lover, and Charlotte coming into the 
room a few nainutes after his arrival, with 
the rofy hue of modefty and pleafure on 
her cheek, Mrs. Serpent whifpered aloud 
to one of the girls— She *has laid it on 
finely this afternoon — I fee if a young 
lady wants a lover ihe has only to apply 
to a brick-bat« 

It would occupy a volume to relate 
fully .the iKariety of mifery thefe venomous 

beings 
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beings inflift: their ingenuity is per- 
petually at work in fabricating tales to 
produce ibme family contention^ and 
whenever Charlotte's happy hour pf re- 
Icafe arrives they mull infallibly fting 
eadi other to death, for her lituation has 
fo fliarpened their wits, and rendered 
their kind exertions fo habitual, that 
they cannot fink even to their original 
degree pf malignity. 

And yet all, and abundantly more than 
I have defcribed, excites no indignation 
in my mind. I have never felt the leaft 
anger rife againft my coufin, his wife, or 
his children : on the contrary, I elleem 
them objeds of compaffion, for I well 
know that all the pain they give is as 
nothing compared to the pangs they 
feel — ^their tempers are cauftics to their 
vitals : they are anticipating the torments 
of the nether world : the efforts of their 
malice are but the fcreams and groans of 
persons in agony ; and I doubt not, did 
G 2 . their 
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4:heir pride allow them to-own the trutli, 
' -they could confefs fuffering beyond hu- 
' man imagination, and deny that they had 
«ny part in the pleafures of life. 

i have already too much tranfgrefled 
roh your leifure, and (hall, therefore, 
leave you to make your own comments 
>on the amiable qualities.1 have defcribcd 
ito you. 

Your's, moftirerpeiafully/ 

iELlZABETH. 
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Let that day be bleft 



With hblinefi and co&fecrated reft/- 

CoWPZXr 

THE manner in wKich Sunday 
(hould be kept is a point on 
which ail who <:air themfelves Chriftians 
ought to be agreed; and yet, if wc 
judge from the^ variety of pra&ice, it is 
as unfettled as the mofl trivial article of 
human conduct. Not only feparating 
churches differ from each other in this 
particular, biit perfons of the fame reli- 
gious denomination, as if caprice and 
humor had once in feven day? a licence to 
influence them, without regard to the 
rule of right, which can never vary j 
become feceders and feparatifts^ fo opi 
polite in their conduit that a ftrangQf 
G s to^ 
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to the deviations nature is prone to would 
hardly believe people agreeing in re- 
ligious opinion could be fo far from 
unity. In my vigilant capacity I Ihall 
take upon me to call my readers atten- 
tion to a fubjefl on which 1 hope they 
need only think rightly. 

The Sabbath, or day of reft, derives 
its original from the, exprefs command* 
mcnt of God, who, having by his power 
created the world, by his mercy promul- 
gated fuch laws as tended to the tern-* 
poral and eternal happinefs of his crea- 
tures : it was a commandment which we 
muft fuppole the Jews to have received 
witli joy, for it contained a permiffion 
to do what the infirmity of man made 
necefiary and deiirable ; it gave them 
leave to reft from their labors ; and th'e 
ftridnefi with which this reft was enjoooed 
was tn evidence of the benignity of the 
Deity, as no fervant could be forced by 
his maftet to work ; it was a command 

eaiily 
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cafily obeyed, it conduced to tte vigor 
and ability of man and bedl^ and^^ by^ 
its frequent return, it bowed in theinoft 
gentle manner the {i:\ibbojm hiearts of 
GodV favored people to his obedience* 

By the promulgation of the new law,, 
for which that of the Jews was only pre- 
paratory, much of the ceremonial was 
abrogated, and other parts were fo re«' 
laxed as to make the obfervahce of them 
a rational duty, a duty not impofed to 
try our obedience by arbitrary command,, 
but confident with^ thofe principles of 
immutable reditude, which our bene«> 
ficent Creator implants in the hearts of 
all his people ; none of whom can, with 
fincere convidion, deny the reafonabie^ 
nefS'Of the Service he commands, nor 
complain that it is oppteffive. 

Hardly any rein of the ritual ^oTehi«' 

ment vris more ilackened than that whidr 

reftrained the Jews in keeping* the Sab^ 

bath. Our Bleffed Savior himfelf^tfaovi^t 

G +: fit. 
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fit, by an a<9: which the Ifraelites looked 
on as ofienfive to God, to fliew that 
mercy is better than facrifice, and that 
true religion confifts not in the per- 
formance or non-performance of things 
jn themfelves indifferent^ biut in the af- 
fections of the mind. 
- No doubt can be made that while the 
gofpel dtfpenfation retained its fbll power 
all who fubmitted to it and fincerely 
aimed! at imitating its divine promul- 
gator, kept the Lord^s day as he ordained 
it to be kept^ that is to fay, not by fuch 
a fcrupulous forbeartmce from all work- 
as fhould hinder their good offices to- 
wards each other, but by devoting a 
large part of it to the immediate fervice 
of God, and the mutual edification of 
themfelves and others. i' 

At length when Chrittians had, either 
to accommodate their religion to their 
praQ:ice or their prejudices, formed them- 
felves into feds^ and by breaking the 

peace 
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peace^of the church, had, m their opi-r ^ 
nion, fecured their own, this holy-d^jr 
met with a reception almod as various 
as the countries on which» its fun-rifes' 
are different. Ih fenie climates it was^ 
received with' a mixture oF devotion and 
Bacch^aliaa revelry;- in others with:. 
fervije refpefl: inconfiftent-with the placid> 
joy it fhonld infpire ; and in too manyr 
with a degree of indifiereixce that mani- 
fefted unconfcioufnefs of itr prince. 

In the icenfure affixed to:thetfirft claft 
linclude the. Church of Rome; in-that 
of. the fecond the Reformed Church; as 
it fubfifted originally in Germany^ ^c* 
and in that of the third, the efta- 
biifhed Church of England. And in fa 
doing I fear nojuft imputation of un- 
charitablenefs for all that claim an ex^ - 
ception, as individuals, are excepted.', 
r believe with St. Peter, that in every ' 
nation, he that feareth God and work- - 
eth righteoufnefs is accepted by him ; • 
G 5 and. 
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and I am as thoroughly cenvihced, that 
in every niation and feft fiich are to be 
found. If the fiubjcdts of the papal go- 
vernment ftedfaftly believe the infallibi- 
Ikyof their church's head, I honor them 
for their implicit faith and obediejoce. 
If the difciples of LuCher, or Calvin, 
or Zuii>glius9 or any other teacher, thixik 
they have recovered the right path to 
falvation, they have my exborutbn to 
pur fue it ; and if we of the Church of 
England are perfuaded that we worfhip 
the Father in fpirk and in truth, die 
fame candor is, I hope, extended to us : 
but let thofe of every fcft remenibeF 
they have no claim to this refpciSfc to 
their principles unlefs they confirm their 
fincerity by their pra&ice. ' 

Ta return from this digreffion. — As 
the manners, and even the climate of 
countries may influence thfe tempers of 
their inhabitants, and operate on their 
opinion refpefting the obfervance of the 

Sabbath : 
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Sabbath : — as the warm funlhlne of Rpme 
may naturalljr oppofe the frigid dodrihes* 
of Copenhag^H^^ I ihall cor^ne my ob« 
fervattons tQ thb ifland^ m which one 
climate^ one atmofphere^ and one go* 
▼cmment a£t on us ; and as the Jews and . 
Sapifts >are, with regard to \js, . a law to' 
diemfelves^. I (hall confider only the 
members of the Church of Bngland^ 
and fiich as either by their compliance 
T(fith our mode pf wprfhipy or their ge» 
neral agreement in our fundamental te<^- 
oets, own themfelves fufajeft, to . th^. 
ftme law., 

Thefe perfons then, confidered as one 
religious community ^I muft divide on this 
Ivcad into four clafies: the firfl, fonned : 
by the rigid^ or fuch as receive Sunday 
with darknefs and an overweening fcru»- 
pulofity : the fecond, containing the gay, , 
or^ fuch as make it a day of pleafure more 
than c^ devotion : the third> compofed - 
of the in&nfible^ or fuch as defift from 
G 6 noi 
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no employ, or recreation in token of its^ 
prefence; and the fourth, thofc few who 
receive it with joy, ufe- it with gratitude, 
and make it conduce to the great -end of 
fpiritual petfedkion. 

The three firft of thefe clkfles' refcm- 
ble in defcription the three above^mefi- 
tioned ; and it needs fomethxi;ig a^^kin tor 
Romifti faith to believe thein members 
of one communion ; but fuch they arc, 
at leaft they belong to no other,, and by 
the rule that every map is of fome reli** 
gion, they are all Chriftians. 

The rigid have often the remains of 
Calvinifm in their tempers and opinions : 
they conceive felf-denial a virtue highly 
acceptable to their Maker: they are 
ftridt in their attendance on public wor- 
fhip, and hold chearfulnefs, or any de- 
gree of fociety on the Lx)rd's Day, fin- 
ful : they are nearly as fcrupulous about 
labor as the Ifraelites ; will ftir no where 
but to church; eflimate the merit of 

their 
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their- preacher by the .ftrength 0/ his 
lungs ; and^ unlefs ufe has blunted their 
natural' feelmgs, as they have pafled 
the day in gloom they retire to reft in 
difguft. 

Of the gay fome rife early, drefs. for 
church, are ready to fet out when the 
iervice is near its 'meridian,, difturb the 
congregation by their entrance, and their 
finery, and in leading the church pick 
lip a party for Kenfington-gardcns, Hyde- 
park,, or whatever is: the ^^ of the 
place they live, in ; return home to drefs, 
entertain company at dinner,' and fpeiid 
the evening by^ the help of mufic, or, 
not improbaWy,^ cards : others wait 
with impatience for the return of Sun- 
day, that they may employ it in a jaunt 
out of town, or fome fuch recreation. 
'- The infenfible there is little need of 
defcribing : traders, ' whofe attachment 
to wealth has fufibcated their love of. 
pleafure, make, a large part of this clafs : 

they 
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they plod on, regarding neither times 
nor feafons,. tnd for the eafe of their 
confcience cultivate a groundlefs belief 
that morality, may be pleaded as merit, 
while they negleft the ordinance^ of 
God. Th^y doride all worihip, laugh at 
pried-craft^ and think a church a psoper 
refuge for none but old women and hy* 
pocrites* 

After commenting on charaAers thus 
deformed, hoiRf amiable does the ia|fc^ 
dafs.I pointed out appear*. A nvafter 
or miftrefs <^ a family leading an infant 
offspring and domeftics to tbe fervice of ^ 
God, enforcing their precepts of reli- 
gion by their pious example, teaching 
their children decency and' attention in ^ 
tfaeir lifping adorations of the Almighty. . 
When public worihip i$' fufpended car- 
rying them, not to the croudM haunts of 
men, where they imbibe the firft evil 
principles of luxury, but to fuch p^ces as 
li^w ionh the uncoficaminsted worlds of 

their 
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their Creator, di^e^iug their views to 
the glorious expanfe of HeaveD, the 
rich profpcft, or his more tainute handy- 
works; aad aifter a cbearful participa- 
tion of weU-cbofendomeftic ijoduigeocesy 
agais inftruding them in t4ieir duty^ and 
difintffing them fso their reft wii^ prayers, 
that the grace of God majr co-operate 
with their honeil endeavors — Pleafures 
fuch as thefe^ it will be faid, it is in the 
power of parents only to procure* True, 
all cannot indulge the luxury of bene* 
licence, but all may perform the duties 
of religion with alacrity and devotion. 

Let me therefore advife fuch of my 
readers as wiih for eternal peace, and 
the approbation of their confciences, to 
regard this day with the reverence it 
demands. Rejoice in the Lord, but let 
your moderation be known unto all men. 
Let all worldly cares be difiniffed, let 
them contemplate with chearful grati- 
tude the bleffing they enjoy in the peace- 
able 
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able esercife of their religion, let them 
endeavor to mark this day by deeds of 
goodnefs, and remember that the day 
on which our great Creator refted from 
his work, and our bleffed Redeemer rofe 
from his grave, is neither to be fpsnt in* 
fuUen gloom, nor trifled away inthoughw. 
kfs pleafure$». 



N^ XXXVir. Tuesday, Mar. 15, 1787. 

Alive to every woe by fi6Hon drefsM. 

MiftH. Mors, 

MT 2>fiAR FRiSNDi 

THAT you may not exaggerate the 
quantum of obligation ]fou are 
.under to me for immediately attending 
to your requeft that I would furnifh a^ 
paper for your work, I muft preface itf 
contents by aflliring you that I thmk 
myfelf indebted to you for afji opportu^ 
nity of holding the glafs up to folly*. 
You have raifed my expiring hopes of 
reforming an evil that poiCbns all my en«> 
joyments. I may now reprehend with- 
out being. betrayed by paflion into toO' 
harlh expreffions, and yet without fuf- 
fering love or pity to filence me. To 
oblige you is a ftimulus of itfelf fufficient^ 

hut 
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but in this inftance I look ftill farther,- 
fmce if I do not deceive myfelf many 
in my fituation will be glad to fee an al- 
moft intolerable folly expofed, and the 
admonition I defign principally for one,, 
may be falutary to all of the fame cUfs. 
That you may be able to judge how well- 
my complaint is founded I muftgive you^ 
a ihort narrative. 

One morning about fix year» ago I had' 
occafion to call on an intimate friend 
whom I wilhed to fee on urgent buiin^fst 
He was from home, but as he was ex* 
pe&ed to return aln^oft immediately L 
was dcfired to wait, and was therefore 
Ihewn by the fervant into a parlour. 
As foon as the door was opened I would 
have retreated, ^or the firft objed: I faw^ 
was a young woman drowned m tears 
and leaning on a table. When my 
name was announced ibe raifed her h»d,^ 
and ia fome confufion invited me in. A 
imilc now fpread over her countenance, 

and 
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and perceivings I fuppofc^ that I looked 
furprifed at her appearance^ ihe told me 
the grief I had been a witnefs to was arti« 
ficial^ for that it was caufed only by 
reading a tragedy* We were now im- 
mediately acquainted : I found ihe was 
my friend's filler ; as her forrow diffi- 
pated her countenance refumed its na- 
tural cafi:^ and after an hour's converfa* 
tion^ which I was almoil forry her bro* 
ther's arrival interrupted^ I determined 
that my new acquaintance ihould not 
end here. 

My connexion with the brother made 
my accefs to the fifter eafy. Every time 
I iaw her I thought her lovelinefs im- 
proved : of the goodnefs of her nature I 
could entertain no doubt ; our firft in^ 
terview had difcovered the fufceptibi* 
lity of her heart : I knew enough of 
her family to be convinced that an alli^ 
ance with it would not difgrace mine, 
and in a few months^ finding nothing 

to 
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to diCapprove and much to admire, I of- 
fered myfclf and a very ample fortune to 
her ; not, I will confefs, much to the 
fatisfadtion of my friends who wifhed me 
to choofe from a higher rank, but I 
was dependent on no one and I perfifted. 
Thofe wha had my welfare at heart 
however threw all poffible impediments 
' in my way : my father wrote to her 
and enjoined her if flie was really at* 
tached to me, to prefer my intereft to^ 
her own — ^reprefented that a young man^ 
with fuch an eftate as mine, reafonabl/. 
ezpedted a w.pman with a fortune ade-^ 
quate to it, that as {he had fcarcely any^ 
ihe injured me by accepting me, and 
repeat ng his prohibition and denuncia- 
tion of perpetual enmity,. When I faw 
her next Ae Ihe wed me his letter, and 
had I not been refolved before, this 
would have determined me— fhe beg^ 
ged me to fuffer her to do as my friends 
cjommanded.her, faid ihe would, not for 

the- 
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the world bring uneafinefs into my fa- 
mily, and produced to me the reply fhe 
had written to my father's ftern epiftle. 
•I took it and promifed to deliver it ; but 
he muft have been more or lefs than 
man who could now have remembered 
iilial obedience : her diftrefs was ren- 
dered more obvious by her efforts to 
conceal it, I faw my affeftion met the 
return I wilhed, and I did not leave her 
till I had fworn that no earrfily authority 
ihould part us. 

I Went immediately to my father. I 
Ihewed him her anfwer to his injundtion, 
and had the unfpeakable comfort of fee- 
ing his features relax from their fe verity 
in the perufal of it — the tears flood in 
his eyes when he returned it to me. — She 
is a good girl> faid he, and you mufi 
have her — I am fure Ihe has not a mind 
capable of refentment, therefore let us 
fee her and you at dinner to-morrow. 
I flew back to her with thefe joyful ti- 
dings, 
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dings, and, left prepoiTdlian ihould 
cool, haftened ouf marriage. 

In a delirium of happinefs that left 
me nothing to wilh I OMitinued for (bme 
months. My wife was received by all 
my relations with the utmoft cordiality, 
and indeed, now that I have been mar* 
ried to her five years, and therefore may 
be allowed able to judge impartially, I 
muft in my own juftification maintain 
that no one could be five minutes in her 
company without feeling themfelves 
captivated either by the uncommon «x- 
preffion of her features or the cxceffive 
fweetnefs of her converfation. She 
knows fo well what belongs to the fe- 
male character, can fo properly joadge 
when to confefs herfelf Ignorant and 
when to fuppoct her opinion, has fuch 
an enchanting diffidence about her, and 
yet fuch animation atf wins all hearts; 
and over all this excellence is fpread fo 
graceful an air of dimity and fucfa vir- 
tuous 
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CUOU8 referve as entirely frees me from 
ail fear or jealoufjr* 

Though hitoxicated^ I was not how- 
ever fo blind as to fuppofe my ^ wife un- 
touched by the imperfection entailed on 
the progeny of Adam. I could perceive 
that in her general deportment her 
mind wanted elaiticity, that in her opi- 
•nion of errw that which was the refult 
of originally good affedions was for- 
given, and, in Ihort, that (he deemed it 
cxcufable to give the rein to thofe paf- 
fions that are not inimical to the in- 
terefts of fociety. As I found her cir- 
cle of literature included little befides 
works of imagination, and as (he had a- 
bilities equal to any thing, and was now 
to adorn an elevated rank in life, I ven- 
tured to propofe her dividing the many 
hours Ihe devoted to reading, between 
books that might inilruA and thofe 
which would amufe her, but I could not 
prevail on her. No ww novel efcaped 

her. 
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her, fliC faw every tragec^y that was 
brought on the ftage, but nothing that 
^ was not addrefled to her paffions had 
any charm for her. 

; As her marriage had placed her above 
all houlhold cares, Ihe had more leifure 
than ever to indulge in her favorite 
lludies, and I foon was convinced that 
in the purfuit of this pernicious fpecies 
.of amufement ihe materially injured her 
health. She became pale, weak, and 
relaxed ; her nerves were fo attenuated 
that fhe could bear no noife : if I fpoke 
in any other than the moft gentle tone 
of voice fhe was in tears : Ihe was fre- 
quently in caufelefs forrow, and was tof- 
ten obliged to confefs that fhe did not 
know what fhe would have. 

But not withflanding this extreme de- 
licacy of mind,, fhe would, when fhe 
was provoked by any mifbehavior of 
the fervahts, ufethe mofl unbecoming 
language: they were, fhipid wretches, 

igno- 
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_ ignorant wenches, or tngft abominable 
fcoiindrels. Befides this (he had no ten- 
demefs for the real misfortunes of any 
body : had a girl died of a broken heart 
for the perfidy of her lover, perhaps my 
Mimofa would have wept for her ; but 
when her maid was at the point of death 
in a fever, .her miftrels infifted on the 

, impoffibility of her doing otherwife than 
well, obferving that fuch ftrong vulgar 
creatures could battle any difeafe ; but 
however the poor girl died. 

Providence at laft bleffed us with a. 
fon, and I hoped Mimofa's aflfetftion and 
attention would -now be laudably di- 
rected : flie was for fome months very 
fond of her charge, but the young gen- 
tleman happening to prove ftoul: and ro- 
buft, and beginning to (hew a counte- 
nance indelicately rqfy, was difmiflecl 
Irom his mother^s company : he looked 
fo vulgar and was fo noify it was im- 
poffible to endure him. This was the 
■ VOL. II. H firft 
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^firft open rupture we had. I barbae 
Touily prohibited his being fent away 
from us. My wife told me I was very 
-cruel, and mdced I was obftinat?, but 
?flie fitted me, for (he faw her child at 
:a ftated hour once a day, and the whole 
of her leifure was again devoted to that 
•infernal rhapfody the Sorrows of Werter 
;and half a hundred fuch books. 
. Jn addition to th*efe numerous pro- 
vocations, her behavior to my relatiora 
is infupportablej ihe ftigmatizes them 
all as vulgar and crud., becaufe.they do 
.not give into her way of thinking. 
When they vifit us, they are eternally 
tpeftered with her fine feelings and dif- 
gufted with her complaints of delicate 
^health, when, in truth, flxe is ruining 
^a very fine conftitution by enervating her 
mind with the trafli Ihe feeds it on, and 
growing every day weaker by lying a-bed 
till noon becaufc fixe thinks herfelf too 
ill to rife. 

Such^ 
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Such, my dear friend, is my fituation 
unexaggerated. I hope brutality of 
temper can never be* juftly charged on 
me, but perhaps I am fo difgufted with 
the nonfenfe of fine feelings that I err on 
the other fide. I can pity the misfor- 
tunes of my fellow creatures, and (hould 
hate myfelf were I not ever ready to 
render to others that afEftance which 
we all alternately need. The precepts 
of our Saviour make me bear with my 
wife^s folly — -I will never forfake her ; 
but while Ihe perfifts in this courfe I 
cannot entertain that afFedtion for her 
which is neceffary to our happinefs. 
Froni the fpecimen I have in her, I 
conclude modilh fenfibility to be a 
weaknefs compounded of incongruities, 
and, I dare fay, were the heart of a fine 
lady anatomized, it would be found to 
contain an aperture only to be entered 
by fuch darts as are every week (hot at 
random under the form of puling trage- 
H ^ dies. 
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dies, rhapfodical letters, and furfeiting 
ttailes of love. 

Surely it is the duty of every moral 
writer to endeavor the extirpation of 
this filly, this noxious tafte, or we Ihall, 
in the next age, not have one woman 
untainted by the infedtion. What 
wives, mothers, and daughters we may 
fee, when this rage is at its height, I 
jtrcmble to think on. 

Your very fincere friend, 

H. W. 
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SEe has mod ckarmi who is the mod fincere. 

G AR T H. 

THAT there k no infult which a 
generous mindrefeDCs more than 
an endeavor to impofe, is an lincontfo^ 
verted truth, yet the charafter of a dope 
IS univerfally thought as fcandalous as it» 
is pitiable. Surely, were our notions of 
good and 6vil corrqdl we fhould not regard 
with contempt the man who, for wan^ 
of the ill qualities of diftruft and fufpi- 
ciony fufFers indignity, or, perhaps, per* 
fonal injury. — /The dupe at the gaining* - 
table is jiiftly defpifed becaufe he has 
felled in a vieious attempt ; but he, who 
by too good an opinion of his friend's/ 
er his wife's integrity, has been ruined 
in his fortune, or his peace, deferve* 
our pity and our confiblation. 

Ha ofi 
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Of the various fpecies of fraud none 
calls more loudly for redrefs than the art 
of fimulation, none ftrikes deeper at the 
foundation of fociety. Its tupitude is 
proportioned to the end for which it is 
exerted : in politics, if we may credit 
the leduring earl, it is neceflary', but iX 
is a iad neceffity. In ordinary com- 
merce, between mian andi man, it is 
never productive of any but ill coD&t 
quences; and notwithftanding all the 
pains that have been taken to recom'- 
mend and to juflify it, it is much to be 
wiflied it were faamifhed from the world. 

If it mull be retained :— if it be thought 
knpoiiible to fteer our fmall barks through 
thecrouded ocean of life without conceal- 
ing whither we are boun^^ at leaftletthofe 
be forbidden the ufe of it on whofe fin^ 
cerlty the happineCs of another i^ to de^ 
pend. There are concerns in which it is 
of the utmoft importance to us to learn 
the truth, aftd of theft none is hel4> by 

ferious 
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<ferious people, of higher moment than 
that of forming a connexion, whofe con- 
fequences can never be neutral, but 
which niuft afFord us either the nioft ex- ' 
quifite pleafure fociety knows, or doorri 
us through life to mifery. 

Sincerity between two perfons whc^ 
are to fpend their days togedier, is fo 
abfolutely eflential to the peace of each, 
ths^ it is incredible that deceit Ihould 
ever enter into fuch a negociation, fincc 
it is obvious to fevery one's eyes, that 
the inevitable tnifery following it, though^ 
k falls chi«j8y on the dupe, muft recoil 
cm the deceiver. And yet apparent as 
this truth is, fcarce a day pafles in which 
marriage is not contraded under falfe 
appearances. Some palm themfelves on 
their mates for rich, whofe bankruptcy 
nothing but this alliance can avert; 
others for virtuous, whofe reputation 
needs this cement. Xantippe pafles her* 
felf on her lover, for aGrifelda, and the 
H 4. grand* 



1^2 THE PHAROS. [No. XXXVIIl 

gr^d objedk of gaining rank^ or moaey^ 
is thought to jullify any means of at- 
tainments 

. But of all purpofes which this bafe- 
nefs is made to lerve, that of perfonal 
deception is the mod odious, and the 
leaft entitled to forgivenefs* It is a fuf- 
^cient mortificaticMi on an enamored 
youth- to find his affeftions were placed 
oa carmine and pearl-powder ihflead of 
flefh and bloody but there is honefty in 
the acknowledgment that in a degree 
atones for the deception ; whereas Ihe,- 
who knowing what is her attradion, fuf- 
fers him who folicits her hand to be 
cheated into an indiflbluble engagement 
is guilty of unpardonable impofition; 
and if (he has a heart that can feel ilightSi 
contempt, difguft, and hatred, (he will 
for ever repent and deteft her fucccfsful 
Emulation. 

HiLARio was the heirof a very plen- 
tiful eilate : his rank and perfonal re* 

commen- 
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cotncnendatioDS afforded Mm' a large- 
drcle of beauties 'to chufe a wife from, 
but he faw thofe of his own country/ 
with indifference. On- the Continent he 
was captivated by a young lady of a re- 
duced though noblefamlly ; and hoping 
that the. advantage of his fortune would 
fiirmount other difficulties,, he 4cter* 
mined taflay near her. long enough ta 
iXiake an intimate acquaintance wit^ her ^ 
and, if flie proved what in a few vijSts^ 
Ihe had appeared,; to coffer her. his heart 
and han^^ 

. All his enquiries concerning her re- 
ceived the paoft fatisfadtory anfwer : all^ 
his friends acknowledged her worthy of- 
him. . She was every where admired for 
her beauty and. her wit ; , and Hilario 
loon avowed his ^intention. He. found, 
no difcouraglng impediment;, intimacy, 
increaf(&d his paiEon, andHilariapleafed: 
himfelf with thinking he Ihould carry; 
to his native country a woman, who in = 
H 5 per^ 
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perfonal lovelinefs and mentar excel- 
lence furpafled what had ever adorned 
the Englifli court. In this opinion he 
was not Angular; the palm of beauty 
had never been difputcd with Aurelia; 
(he was gazed at even by thofe on whom 
her chafms could have no influence as 9 
model of grace ; the powers of her mind 
were as admirable^ and Hilario was en* 
▼icd by all whofe hopes had been ex* 
cited. 

Thus happy, all his care was to ex- 
pedite that event which'lhould fecure her 
to him, and he enjoyed a flate of feli- 
city which he was certain muft increafe. 
He iatroduced all his acqiiaintance to 
her, and received from all a teftimony 
of his fuccefs in his endeavor to find 
Angular perfcftiofl. One friend only 
ventured to warn him, thatHiere were 
means of heightening beauty, of which 
it was whifpered that Aurelia availed 

herfclf^ 
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herfcif— but, added he, as in this coun-< 
try an artificial complexian is faiiidrioned . 
by cuftom, if hfer's is fo flic would un« 
doubtcdly con&fs it to you :*^thcre is • 
noftigttia affixed to the pradite here,, 
therefore it is iimocent, and' I only hint 
it that you may not> hereafter be vexed : 
atyourmiftake. 

Hilario looked ' difcoricerted at this 
intimation^ but his confidence returned^ . 
and he promifed to mention the doubt ~ 
to Aurelia* At their next interview bo 
<Kd fof^ cxcufing the fingularity of his 
ihterriE^tory^ by ftating the opinion; of 
the rcfpedable 'p^rt of his countrymen 
on tltis head, and hinting that he never 
could forgive fuch a deception. She : 
fired at the imputation, infiiled on know- - 
ing who had taifed a fufpicion fo inju- 
rious to her, and burft into tears, de- 
{doring the inftability of female happi- 
nefs, which, muft depend on the breath ^ 
o£. others, Hilario was convinced, and ; 
H.6: heartily > 
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heartily angry with himfelf for having 
followed fuch advice : he intre^ted Au- 
relia's forgivenefs ;- fhe was not eafily ap* 
peafed : he^was fttU^ better fatisfied, and 
quitted her to reproach hisfriend; whoj 
after exprefOng his forrow for the xinea- 
finefs he had occaiioned^, begged to heart 
what had paffed. 

When* Hilario^had related his conver- 
fation with AureKa.— ^Tliis^ faid his ad* 
Vifer, was the efFeftual way ta make her 
conceal the truth : I will fubmit to any 
penalty if my judgment is erroneousy 
but I know Aurelia and^ her mind per- 
feftly welL I know it is of importance 
to her family to difpofe of her : I know 
your bappinefs depends on^her integrity, 
and I muft urge you to a fecond trialj 
not fo much that you. may come at this 
{a&^ as that you may; be afcertained as 
to her moral qualities, I blame no wo^ 
man reiident here for uiing fa&itious 
beauty, becaufe oppofition to univcrfal 

- cuftom 
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Guftom indicates.* pride or contempt of 
the public opinion ; but as I would a* 
void mifcry I wt)uld fliun a* permanent 
connexiontwithr: her whofhoiild give into 
the cuilom and deny it. Tell her you 
can tolerate it, and even approve it here^ 
and if Ihc confeffes it, you have at once 
a proof of her love for yoti, and of her 
integrity— Jt required much rhetoric to 
prevail on . Hilario, but at length- he 
confented to make this experiment. • 
. At his next vifit to Aufelia, hfe again, 
under the appearance of fupplicatihg her 
forgiveneis, introduced the fubjeft, and 
addpd to it what ills' friend had prompted 
hiilKto fay.— She heard him now with 
filence, and his faith daggered, till 
with hefication and vifible relud:ance ihe 
told him fhe could have Hopped his 
friend's calumny had Ihe lifiened to his 
overtures — ^that flaader was^ often pro- 
duced by envy and difappointment, and 

that 
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that fuch was its orrgui in the prefent 
inllance. 

This was fufficjent to aknn H9ai« 
rib : — ^flic (aw his anger rife*— (he en- 
treated and obtaiaed his prcMmfe nerer 
to divulge: what Ihe had faid; and he^ 
in agony at the bfult offered her^ both < 
IB the flander and the fufpicion at had' 
awakened in his mind, fought him who- 
had fo injured Aurelia, and fo* advifed^ 
him*. 

Enragi&d ai he was he kept ^ his pro-' 
mife, and his I'eproaches were conreyed^^ 
oaly in general terms. He accufed the 
author of , this confofion with malicious . 
bafeneft-— diey bbth grew heated ; fi^ds ; 
were drawn> and Hilario, in an inftant, . 
iaw himfelf^a vi&or and a murderer.* 
His friend's laft breath was employed in . 
words of forgivenefs,. and injunftions td^ 
his adverfary to fly.-— He went to Aure>» 
lia; they embarked infhintly for England^ . 
and were married; but his felicity was > 

ppifoned 
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poifbncd by remorfe. — She fickened^ in 
a few months died ; and her hufband^ on 
opening her bureau to difpofe of h«r pa- 
pers, found there the feveral ingredients 
o£ that factitious beauty which had been 
tile bane of bis peace*. 

The reader has anticipated aH com<* 
ment on this calamitous but too true re* 
citat— -he has imagined Hilaria'a diibrefs 
aggravated by compun^on for his too 
hafty^refentment, and can conceive, bet- 
ter thaii words can defcribe, thatfituation 
of agonizing grief for the death of a be- 
Ibved objeft, which is rendered not lefs 
pungent by the difcovery that the fub- 
jcft of our forrqw was unworthy of it. 



N^ XXXIX. Tuesday, Mar. 20, i-j&y.- 

Avec it la vertut de la capacity &unel)anne con* 
duite, on peut Stre infupportable. Lc8 manierer^ 
que I'oD neglige comme de petites choles, font 
ibuventce qui fait que leshommes d^cident d» 
vousetrbieiipueninel.- '"'i 

La B&t^TElE«• 

ONE of. the many, moral 'writers, 
who have labored ibr the ^od of 
the. younger part of the female fex^. 
has faid, fpeaking of converfation, that 
there is a fort of filence which indicates, 
gpod fenfe. This is certainly true:, 
there, is a manner of attention to >wbat' 
others fay that flxongly ihiewsa mind,, 
and the various turns of countenance* 
and pofture, while they ferve as encou- 
ragements to a narrator to proceed, are 
capable of much' grace,, and often ^ 
ftrongly prejudice one in favoi* of an - 
auditor. 

Our 
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Our manher of attention, as it is ca- 
pable of pleafing, is alfo liable to oflfend, 
and therefore it becomes a fit fubje6t of 
our care. Few I hope would be content 
in any. point of focial intercourfe to flop 
juft ihort of offence, fincepleafure given 
is ever reflected. Perhaps as this is one 
of the minutiae of ethics, it may be 
ufeful to exemplify a few of the way& 
in which its rule of right^ for a rule of 

. right is to be found in all things how«^ 
ever frfiall or great, is infringed^ 

When any one attempts to amufe 
Gelidits with a narration or recital, he 

. fits in fullen apathy, interpofing nei* 
ther word nor fmile of encouragement 
at any.paufe : he hears patiently and at* 
tentively it is true ; but it is a fort of 
patience and attention that makes the 
fpeaker fear he gives hjm pain. — When 
you ceafe, he rifes from his chair, re- 
peating — Thank you, fir-^much obliged 
to you, fir : but do not expcdt any re-» 

mark. 
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mark or opinion from Gelidus — he 
heard you without interruption and in 
that he thinks be did enough. 

Chloe^s friend, Lucetta, brought her 
» ncwly-publifhcd poem that they might 
ihare the pleafure of perufing it. Well, 
.you have made me very happy, feys 
Chloe; now complete yoar kindnefs by 
fitting down aiid reading it. She doe» 
fb, and how does Chloe manifeft her 
happineft ? by playing with her lap* 
dog, and making him beg while her 
friend was reading. Yet Ihe was not in^r 
attentive ; Ibe could give a very good 
account of the poem : her playing with 
Fidelle did not occupy her thoughts — ^but 
furelyflic ftiould have forborne it. 

Tell Amelia aftory— at every three 
words Ihe interpofes — um-^^Jb — and then 
—and fuch like helps to difcourfe.. Her 
fifter, Catharike, praftices anticipa- 
tion : — tell her an intcrefting tale, flie 
is beforehand widi you in the cata* 

ftrophc*^ 



No. XXXIX.] THE PHAROS- x^^ 

ftrophe — ^while you are in the middle' 
of it, flie cries out — and fo I fuppofe be 
was killed-^'^x-^and Jo I fuppoje Jhe diei^ 
or whatever elfe (he fuppofes will be 
the conclufion. 

I once attempted to flate a cafe to- 
Tom Ramble, and began with faying 
that the widow of Sir William Wealthy 
had been left in perpifexing circum* 
ftances^-What ! cried Tom, lady Weal- 
thy ?— I remember her afamous toaft-— > 
why (he was one of the Longlands of 
Ltncoln(hire-*^ihe a widow ?— dear me ! 
1 danced with her in the year fifty-4:hree^ 
aft Stamford races — ^I remember it very . 
Will, for a comical accident happened 
aC the time. — A wag that was there — no- 
bddy could find out who it was, but I 
(Uirpe<ft it was Jack Merryman, the fame 
tt^at out of a frolic rode off one day with 
did Si4omon Wlfely's horfc — you per- 
haps never heard that ftory — O ! a droll 
dnng it was to be fiire---I won't detain 

yott 
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you five minutes, enly I muft tell it you. 
Why you muft know, fir, old Solomon 
Wifely, as we always ufed to call him — 
I believe it was. my poor dear brothef 
Peter that gave him the name — you^ 
knew my brother Peter — he is dead 
poor fellow — died in the Eaft-Indiea 
jiift as he had made his fortune, and as 
he left no will, all he has goes to his- 
Ibn, a worthlefs young dog— but I was 
going to tell you about" old Solomon- 
he fell in lo^ve with an old maiden aunt 
of mine, and he was a little lamUh— I* 
don't know how he came fd — I have heard; 
it was a fall from his horCe as he was 
returning from a vifit to his eldeft fiftef,/ 
who married lord Porpoife — ^that greafe 
fat, rich old fellow with the fine eftate in< 
Northart^ptonlhire — were you; ever in* 
that neighborhood ? 'tis a fine county: 
and a delightful efiate in fummer, but) 
in winter you may be dead or ftarved' 
and nobody know any thing about you—: 

lam. 
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1 am fure it makes out the old proverb — 

the worfe for the rider the better for the 

.bider — ^for it is a brave county, and 

eftates there are getting up amazingly — 

why there was Sam Spendthrifi:*s eftate 

-ibid laft week for five and thirty years 

purchafe — it was bought by Sir Harry 

Hardy, he that beat captain Sportly 

at fomeaflembly laft winter — ^to be fure 

Sportly was hardly ufed, for it was a 

-very innocent joke — he picked up a la- 

<Jy's glove, and took it to the place 

•where the company chalked their flioes 

.#— there he whited it all over one fide, 

•and then lliJy clapped it on the back of 

revery gentleman who had a dark coat 

ron— the laugh was general when they 

AjJpeared, but the belt of all was, that 

wheft Mrs. Rofy, who had loft her 

glove, faw the firft man fo marked with 

the pidure of it on his back, Ihe 

thought it had been her glove pinned 

there, and went to difengage it. Ah 

poor 
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poor Mrs. Rofy !— *flae is joft dead— 4ier 
daughter ran away with one of lord 
Muihroom's fons— he that was in the 
guards — and the joke of it was, that 
-while young Mufhroom was . efcaping 
with mifs Rofy, my lord's eldeft daugh- 
ter got off with Dick Lovelace, he 
whofe mother was lifter to the famous 
duchefs of — -r— what was her name? 
I cannot think of it. 

This failure of memory gave me the 
firft opportunity of interpofing, and as 
1 knew the advice 1 came for was worth 
having when I could get it, I attempted 
to refume the thread of my flory. I got 
oVer a few particulars with only the 
interruption of about half a fcbre qacu- 
lations on the marvellous changes that 
time works, and proceeded to ftate the 
matter of difficulty which was, that Sir 
William Wealthy had, by fome awk- 
ward expreffion in his will, unintention- 
ally put it out of his widow's power to 

accept 
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r^ccpt a very lucrative fituation offered 
to her youngeft fon. Here having occa- 
fion to mention another perfon, Tom 
was again fet off, and when at laft a paufe 
allowed me to proceed, it was of little 
.avail, for on mentioning the fituation, 
which was mercantile, he digrefled to 
the advantages of commerce fo luxuri- 
antly, that finding it impoffible to get 
any aid from him I feigned hurry, and 
departed, leaving Tom, I dary fay, not 
aware that lie had heard but half my 
.ftory. 

So various and fo common are thefe 
di^viations from propriety and good man- 
iiers, that one would be inclined to think 
attention ^n art or accomplifliment 
which muft be learnt before it can be 
pradtifed, and yet it confifts in nothing 
more than in a difpofition to refpeft* 
ful behavior, and a defire to Ihun what- 
ever can give offence or impede the 
intentions of another. 

In 
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In fome cafes a profound filence and 
tmvarying countenance are proper as 
expreffing fubmiffion ; but in the com- 
mon intercourfe of life it is feldom plea- 
fant — the encouragement of a fmile — the 
interppfition of a word — an inclination 
of the head will often ihew.that we are 
gratified, that we underftand or approve 
what is faid to us : and in the cafe of 
reading for the amufement.of another, 
however interefting or connedted the 
compofition may be, I bad much rather 
be flopped now and then by fhort ex* 
preffion^s of pleafure or adniiratian, than 
l)e heard with tha:t fort of dumb atten- 
tion which indicates nothing but that 
I have i,mpofed filence on my auditor. 



WXL. Satvkd AY,March 24, 1787* 

— Trifles make the fura of human things. 
Mifs H. M o R £« 

The following Letters being allied by 
their fubjeds, they will furnifh this 
•day's provifion for my Readers. 



A 



Mr. Pharos, 
T a time when the trading part of 



o 

the inhabitants of London and 
Weftminfter are vying with each other 
in the fplcndid decoration of their houles 
and fhbps, it may not be amifs to inform 
them that there is one particular in 
which they are ftill deficient; and whicb^ 
notwithftanding their difplay of opu- 
lence and importance, fubjefts them t6 
reproach : this . is the very inaccurate 
manner in which they fuffer their names, 
callings, &c. &c. &c. to be infcribed in 
-V o L. u. 1 or 
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or about their windows and doors* 111 
chofen, obfcure^ and ambiguous ex^ 
pteffionsy puadboatioiir dtat reduces all 
their reoommendatdry. notificad(»)s to 
nonfenfe; and erroneous orthography 
difgrace fome of the moil elegant (hops 
in the. naetsopolts and its ^nvironst and 
I1SIV& imprefs foreigners^ witorundeifiand 
our language, with a very conteippcuous 
idea of EngUih erudition. 

I am aware that in reply I {hill be 
told that the mallerof a fliop can tncnr 
no blame by his painter's ignorancp, but 
I contend that it implies ignorance in 
the ^mplbyer, for the work isf^fcgeft/to; 
lus conredson, and m^y be made^ what, 
itihouid foe. if he.knowa how to^cotreA. 
it. I remember a paitner. who bxonghc 
an a4tioi» againft a cook^ by whom he had 
been employed to paint a £gQ widi.thc 
vfoxdsRoqfi andboikdtev^ ikjfj uodar^ic^ 
to recover th^ mooiey aj^eed for^between 
thi^m^-f^Thie cook, pleaded that the 

painter 
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pamter had not jret earned the money, 
as be had not doAe i^^ was flipu- 
lated, btrt had inverted the terms, by 
painting Soiled and rbaji every d^. The 
painter urged that he wa^ entitled to 
his pay, having only corre&ed xhfi in- 
fcription, for that as every one knew 
boiled meat had the precedence of 
Toaft, he had, for the fake of propriety, 
ftf arranged them. This witty excufe, 
however, availed nothing, it was deter- 
mined that he muft to do as he was di- 
rcfted before he coitld enforce his de- 
mand ; and RaffacUc's brother artift was 
iionfuited. 

But a ftill more enormous inflance of 
this inattention, ignorance, or difobcr 
dience,, be it which it may, is recorded 
t)n- the entgrance of a public building. 
A giateway in^ Blackman-ftreet, South - 
wark, diftinguifhed by the words The 
CountV (jQAL painted in large capitals 
•over it.— What an idea, Mr. Pharos, 
I z muft 
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tnuft this give a learned Arangcr, who, 

After feeing this erudite infcriptionj hears 

?that this is the ga$If or jail (^{pell it which 

^way you pleafe) for the county of Surry ! 

:He knows that a goal is a place whither 

ferfons.are propelledrby a.defire^of rewad 

.or renown ; that to reach it they in divers 

contefts ejtept the utmoft-of their ftrei^th^ 

<heir agility, pr their dexterity; and 

.when he fees a prifon named the Goal 

for jhe ,coMnty of Surry what can he 

think of the people of that county? — 

what but that their endeavors are^of the 

moft junjuftifiable and mofl: ipjurious 

:kind, iince a pi^iibn h th.e goal that is 

offered them,? 

The JFrench ballet-mafter who exhi- 
bited in the Strand a,pain,ted board in- 
fcribed, ^ Generly .all dances Uachd ly 
Mr. * * * * * *', was not half fo abfurd 
as thefe Surry jgeniufes^ Befide that a 
foreigner's errors of this kind are always 
iientitled to paridon^ he claims indulgence 

becaufe 
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. becaufe any one might learn his me^h- 
kg ; but, in the blunder I advert to^ a 
new fenfe is conveyed, and one that it 

^cannot be imagined any fet of men would 
be vain of. Perhaps this alfo was a 
witty painter, and defigned a fly farcafm : 
whatever was the caufe of the error I 
would advife inftant correction* 

Tour's,. • 

ftoth March, I N D E Xr^ 

1787. 



S I Ri 

. IN all cafes 1 believe it is acknow- 
ledged, that thr influence of a bad ex- 
ample is extended by the elevation of 
the perfon who fets it. Errors fpringing. 
from high rank^ abundant wealth, or 
great genius, are not only tolerated, 
but it is foon forgotten and denied that 
they are errors. This is much to- be 
I 3^ lamented^:. 
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lamented, becaufe it may, in time, 
jftamp a new effigy on vice, and when 
my lord or the doftor Gondcfcend to be 
wicked^ their imitators may miltaken!y 
boaft themfelves virtwus. 

The evil tendency of this imagimi^ 
authority to err is manifefting itfelf 
where one would not expeA it: it is 
corroding our . l^n^age, and will foon 
leave it ^a queflion what dialed the 
S6uth Britons fpeak. 

People of what is called high fafhion 
affuine a right of tranfplahting foreign 
words and idioms into their native lan- 
guage : their dependents or admirers 
.circulate thejtn and they become in \3fe* 
This is no fartl^r an injwry to thie 
English tongue thab as k implies po^ 
vejTty, and renders obfoletc words often 
cf a axore fcdrcibje and perfpicuoiis 
meamfig than tfaofe adopted, flat the 
cdrmption I complain of extends i^s 
^ifckief much fartiier-- ^ affixes ncfw 
,- . . . miean- 
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meanings to words of eflabliftied import, 
and frequently induces a ftrong fbfi- 
picion of ignorance ; and of diis fuf«^ 
fer me to offer a few inflances^ 

The Signification of die vtthto demean^ 
feems now if not loft^atleaftunfettlcd.. 
I have often heard i^ improperly ufed in> 
converfation, butr was very much fur- 
prifed a (hort time ago at finding, it in. 
the work of a& author of learning and 
repittatiott made to iignify to condefcend 
below propriety^ or, in other words, t6 
l^ehave meatifyi ^0 demean h to. behave,, 
to deport, to conduft one*s felf ; it ne- 
ver was intended to exprefs the other 
ferrfc which could only be afHxed. to. it 
if it were ^^mean and not ^^mean. 

In like manner the adjedtive menial 
is mifunderflood. Many people lament 
die hard fate of others, who arc forced 
to fubmit to the tnoft menial offices : they 
do not confider that a menial office 
is nothing more than an houfhold or do- 
L4» meftia 
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meftic office : the duke's houfekeeper 
and kitchen maid are equally menialkr- 
yants^ They are not therefore to fup- 
pofe menial and fervile fynonymous 
terms, or that menial is an adjedtive ad- 
mitting of comparifon. 

Corporeal is another injured word : it is 
confounded with corporal, and frequently 
ufed for ft. Neverthelefs we are guilty 
of an ofFeQcc <igainft propriety when- 
. ever we talk of corporeal Jlrengihy corporeal 
fatigue, or corporeal fuffering. Corporal, 
it IS true, fignifies of or belonging to 
the body, but corporeal means embodied. 
All fubftances are corporeal, our exiC- 
tence is corporeal^; but pain, . ftrength, 
or wearinefs can never become corpo- 
real, becaufe they never can exift in an 
embodied ftate. 

Thefe few examples will, I hope, ex- 
cite fome degree of caution in the ufe 
of words, and (hew the poffibility that 
our ears may deceive us into very wide 

devia- 
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deviations from eftatilifhed rule^ unleft * 
we advert to the original 'Xneaniag of - 
the parts of fpeech* 

Your hvimble fervaAt; 

Grammaticus. 
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Neglected fortune ffies, and flidipg fwift^ 
prone ^sca itiin fi^i hi» icord'd tibirs, * 

Thomson* 

WHEN I find the cacoeibes fcribeniS 
in a ftate of quiefcence^ or^ in 
other words, when my imagination is at 
rbb, it is my pradice to yield to the 
influence of dulaefe, and to employ my 
time in gathering new ideas for the fer* 
vice of my readers. Yefferday morn^ 
jjng I therefore devoted to vifiting fe- 
veral of my acquaintance; and $s I 
have not in great perfedion that faihi- 
onable verfatility of countenance which 
wears the appearance of hilarity in one 
flreet where a congratulatory vifit is to 
be made, and in the next, which is for 
the purpofe of condolence, can aflume 
the hue of forrow, I feWom blend my 

bufinels 



TJo. XLLJ THE pharos: 179 

bufincls — ^but dedicate otoe day to* gaiet jr- 
and another to ferioufn^fs.' M/ calls 
tKerefore, yefterday were retrained to* 
(alas toO' numerous) a clafs of my 
friends — fuch as^ by their own ihdifcre- 
tion had embittered the cup of life :— - 
t)iefe r confider as beacons, 2ind as fuch' 
fliall prefenrthem to^all who honor, my 
lucubrations with. a pcrufall- 

The fchemers I determined" to vifit ar-, 
the earlieft hour. o£ my fetting out,, for 
Jrelllefs brains are. moft likely to be foon 
ftlrringr*— thofe whoj by their inaftivity^ 
have ruined themfelves, may be found? 
at breakfaft in the afternoon thought I, 
But a projedtor muft be caught at \ar cri- 
tical minute.^ Tbis coniideration car- 
ried me tomy Friends Mr. and MTrs. AiRr- 
CASTLE,- whom I found 19 their newly 
inhabited* two pairof ftairs lodgingr— the ■ 
breakfail equipage waiting on the ta-- 
ble — he putting the finifhing hand to a ^ 
drawing of a model of a machine for' 
It 6^ boring': 
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boriog cannon; which models when 
made, was, by the ihterceflion of a 
friend's friend, to be prelented to a 
gentleman in a public office, who had 
undertaken to introduce it, and its inr 
ventor, to fomcbody of weight at the'^ 
board of ordnance — ^His lady "was writ- 
ing apparently with great care — ^flic 
begged my patience 'till (he had clofed 
her letter,,and then told me how fhehad 
been employed — ^I have written, faid fee, 
twice to lady Elizabeth's woman, and 
having received noanfwer, which I take 
very unkind, as when Ihe advertifed for 
a place, let her direfl to . our (hop ; I 
have now fpoke my mind* freely to lady 
Elizabeth herfelf — And pray on what 
fubjeft ? faid I.-^Why, fald (he, about 
our Soph y— the Princess Royal's houfhold 
muft, I dare lay, be foon enlarged, ft 
is impoffible fee can Jo with only a,man 
and a maid; and I dare fay, if I couM 
get lady Elizabeth to fpeak for me^i So- 
phy 
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phy might be thought on for a maid of 
honor. — But,, faid I, is. there any proC 
pedl of fucH an eftablifhment ? — -No^ 
anfwered Mrs^Aircaftle, I have not heard 
of it, but I dare lay it will be fooa 
thought about. — I ftioolf my head, for 
I would not be acceffary to miflcading 
people aheady fo far out of their way 
.My friend had fuffered a very lucrative 
trade to moulder away while he was 
planning fch^mes for the public good ; 
and his wife, inflead of attending to the 
family oeconomy, had for y^ars been 
lavilhing money on the education of her 
daughter, in hopes, that the Princefi 
Royal might have a houftiold^t which 
might confift in part of maids of honpr; 
and that her royal highnefs might over- 
look all thofe whom rank or fituation 
prefented to her notice^ and fix her atten- 
tion on an obfciure .fhopkeeper's daugh- 
ter. — ^I was juft going to fpeak njiy fenti- 
inents when Mrs. Aircaftle began. — Yoa 

know^ 
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fcnow, laid (ht, my letter will put lady 
Elizabeth in miiid that the public ex*^ 
;|^e^ this arrangement — ^the will proba- 
bly fliew It to the Frincefi, who will, 1 
dare fky, after what I have faid of So* 
phy; be very anixious toffee her— fo that 
at Ifeaft it may get her an introduction at: 
coiirt^ a«id; that, kt oie tell you> goes J^ . 
great way now-a-days; and if bthen 
tradeftn^n's daughters are to be countefles, . 
I do not fee why my Sophy may not pre^ 
fend with the beffi of them, for I am fure 
Nothing has been fpdred in hec educa- 
tion— but, I was going to fay, I think 
It ihoft likely ^e Printefe, when flit; ha$ 
feeii my letter, wili go with itj in^ her 
hand to theKing^andtty to coax Him to^ 
Ifet her httvc perhaps twa maids of honor 
fktt;. and I dW fay the Kiiig willtagrce* 
to it, for they fay he is a V^jry fond man* 
of his childreri— and there you. fee the 
BMlifieftiS done— Sophy ^sforluhiisma;de,, 
and flie wilt be ^ble, may hi, by her - 

intereft? 
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intercft to help her poor father to bring: 
forwaJrd fimieof his plmiSi — Hfere her huC^ 
b*id interrupted her— CcMiie, comiis^ my 
deftf^&id he^-do* not talk fo much juft now 
about Mrikt «wy h — ! ^ant to talk to my 
old ^end abeiut- what /j.— »You fee thii, 
d«iwiftg 19 now quite complete, and a: 
cottiplete thing it is as ever was IfcdtchiccI 
on paper.r— ^This I have great hbpes will 
be attended to; if I can keep aboTit to^ 
ijegociate' its' iritroduftion, biit tSiat I 
fliatt not be abW to do uiilcfs I can raife^ 
fifty' pounds^ immediately, for I have st 
few debts that pVe&^ afrid I have no al^ 
ttmative' Hvi pajrment or a jiail*— myr 
ddar friend; could yoU' aflBtft us ¥ 

Had I, uiilike mofll iuthors> beem 
ritfr, I doubtf whether I could cohfcien*'. 
fiouYly have furiliAed fuel for this con* 
ftmring property in'thc riiinds of Ktr. andi 
Mrs. Aircaftle,, but I had the privilegd 
df inability to plead, and f own I do not 
touch regret it, though 1 have juil re- 

ceivedi 
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eeived a repetition of the requeft- dated 
iirom the Fleet. — In that fituation.thefe 
two projeftots will incw lefs . expence 
than elfewhere'; and if it does but con-^ 
vince them that a good trade is a good 
thing,, it may be a falutary reftraint. 

From Mr.-Aircaftle's lodgbgs I went 
to condole with Ned Omnium, who, 
I heard hadlately^ xnliopes of doubling 
an overgrown fortune, fuffered deeply 
in the Alley, and deeper ftill in his re-^ 
putation. L found him in a ftate bor- 
dering on frenzy, for his lofs was total : 
he had riiked all,, and chance had pu^ 
niihed: him for his-devotioa to- her.?*— I 
endeavored to foothe him — it was not 
to be done ; he raved at his ill fucecfs, 
Jvc called himfelf fool . ten thoufand 
times; but. yet, when I. would have re* 
prefentcd to him how he might turn, his 
experience to advantage,, and advifed 
him to employ his diligence and faga^ 
city on fubjedts lefs obnoxious to dtfap^ 

pointment. 
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pointment, he juftified even the mad 
riJk he had run. — Had I fucceeded, faid 
he, I fhould now have been worth aa 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds^ — 
why fliould I not be fortunate as other 
adventurers have been ? — ^it was a bold 
pufli, and an unlucky one — ^the rilk was 
in proportion tathe probable advantage, 
and had I again the fiim I have loit I 
will not fay I ihould not venture it in 
the Alky. 

It was impoffible to do any good he je^ 
unlefs I could have introduced Dr. 
Monro ; fo I departed and fieered my 
courfe toward a part of the- town where 
I exped:ed to find another beacon in the 
perfon of Sir Timothy Emulous : 
but a direftion to a green-grocer's where 
he how lodged, was all I could obtaia^ 
' at his former habitation : thither I fol- 
lowed him, and there I found hinu 
This poor gentleman may date his ruin 
from a very remote caufe : heftoodhigji 

ia 
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in city impcrftancc, and was ttry com* 
fortaWy affluent, till irfell to his lot ta 
•make one in a cortgratuktory proceffio» 
to St. James's. The lord-^mityor and 
ihttiffs, whona^he accompanied, declined 
the' honor of knighthood, af iH agreeing 
with the fitaationsto which they muft,, 
when c»it of office, return; but my 
friend had different notions : he argued^ 
that nO'honeft man need never fear dif- 
gracing a title, and that there Wa^ nt>» 
danger of its difgracing him ; and hei 
determined, in cafe the oflfer was.madfe^ 
to accept it: the rcfufiil of aif abibve 
hrm pfhced the temptation in his ^ay,. 
and 'he proved the confiftency of his 
priricif^les- and pradtice: But he faoti^ 
found that th6: tr^dc of a grocer, and 
the hoftor he ivas iftvefted with juftled :. 
liis retail bufih^ increafcd wonderfully 
ibt a wc^ after\Vards, every child in 
the pariifi bought barley 4ugar or phimbs. 
ta fee the new knight,., and thehr itro- 

thers. 
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thers were p«f chafert of fi%ar or fpice, 
becaufe thegM c* boy they were fufc 
muft be miftafecn in fsying^ Sit Titnotby^ 
lerved hi the ih<^as ufualr he cotrkl 
ncft appr6ach his ftop-door to breathe 
tbefaltibrknis gale that p^ed through 
ihe iane> without perceiving that the 
eyes of all ihe netghborimg ihopcn^i 
and {apprentices were on him : he there- 
fore determined to gire vtp his original 
fcheme of realizing fuch a fum as 
would J at the dofe of life^ infure him ^ 
tjuiet retreat from its car^s^ took hi^i 
bead-fervant into f^rtnerflitp^ retistit^d 
the *care of hb concerns^ tohim^ and 
frufcbafed an elegafjt abotfc in one of 
dbcxBLoft'ftfhidiJfable' ftjuares : tWs withr 
.out'^^ coabh' Wias intolerable : his lady 
fonnd oat 'that iii that refpeft they wei^ 
wichcfttt^ cSKbepclOh fiftgul^ : it was-ne- 
ccflary to do as the reft of tbfe world 
.did^vihe thotJght it prefumptkm in peo- 
ple dF sniddliii^g nink to deviate ftom 

the: 
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the general praftice. Such eloquence 
and argument could not be oppofed ; 
the coach and all its appendages was 
foon provided, and the fame rule of com- 
pliance was extended through all their 
oecoiiomy, fo that their houftiold, when 
arranged, coft them the revenue of 
.. many a nobleman ; and alas T neither 
Sir Timothy's claret, nor his lady^s 
Sunday card-parties could procure them 
any refpe<fl or attention. Trade went 
on very unfatisfadloriiy. Sir Timothy 
heard, in lefs than three years, from 
various quarters, that his partner had 
purchafed the bell villa on Clapham 
common, but the books indicated no 
fuch affluence, nor could his moiety of 
the profits difcharge even the expences 
©f his equipage. A ftriS enquiry was 
followed by bankruptcy — ^the fine Tur- 
key carpets were hung out at the elo- 
gant manfion, and had not the creditofs 
fobiccibed a few hundred pounds. Sir 

Timothy 
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Timothy and her ladylhip had been at 
^ lofs for a maintenance. When I cal- 
led on hiia, I was furprifed to find him' , 
<hearful and in good humor: his hair' 
drefler. was doin^ his office, and as foon 
as he was difmifled I was on the point 
of making ufe of the licei^e, long ac 
quamtance gave me, by remonftrating 
on the non-neceffity of fuch an attend 
dant, but he flopped me by faying he 
w^s almoft forry I had not delayed my 
-vifit a few days, as he then could have 
i-eceived me at his former abode, whi- 
ther he fliould return as foon as matters 
were fettled. Many .,f my friends, 
contmued he, advifed me to give up 
that houfe and take a larger, either in 
Grofvenor fquare or Portland place— 
andeed the duke of - .^- what's his . 
title, I ..never can think of it, preffed . 
me to have Jiis houfe, but I do not 
love the antique, and I am not very 
ambitious J I love comfort and quiet.— 

I could 
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I coDld not divme what aH this meant, 
and I fap|K*fe my countenance pro- 
claimed my ignorance : for, faid he, 
do you not ksiow I am to have a con- 
fideraMe appointment under govern- 
fment ? The minifter wants irte into the 
hoiife to op^fe Aideraian CiH:-in-Pan, 
and I have agreed on good terms. — ^I was 
introduced to him by a valuable friend, 
:ahd he immediately offered to bflng'me 
in free of expence-^But Sir, fays I, I 
^ill be nobody's tool, uniefe you can 
fumiftx me with an advantageous con- 
tradt after I' have done your bufinefs, 
I * cannot ftir a ftefK— diis he >Md not 
fe^mmucli to relrfh-^he talked of old 
chims, no vaeanCy, and fo forth, biit 
my friend, who mates' five votes, w&s 
pofitive, and We'^cafried the pbkit. J 
vAQi the bufint^ was qoite fettled, 
for we had not, ItSsink, a tjuite explicit 
pfomfife — ^but' I have got at a corifideti* 
^iarfervant of a very great man, and a 
' . preftfbt 
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prefent of five guineas, money, very well 
bellowed, will, I am almoA certain, 
procure me a ddfinitive anfwer. At 
tlus inftant a wretpbed fcrub of a girl, 
who I c(^clude filled all the fervile da- 
tions erf. the hwfc, entered with- a let-, 
tcr> for the carris^ge of which ihe laid 
the chaiiman demanded half a crown*—* 
this my firiead moft willingly diiburied, 
and proceeded to open his ietter^—but 
^s ! his. coxmtenance foon, fell, and^ 
violent execratioos^fucceeded.his.fattpe- 
fulexpreflionsi the court-frieud hadi^e 
ioigbt.befcnre voted agatnftthe adaiini« 
ilration; by confcqiaence none.of bis 
fiarty could be.aflifted in their bpneft 
ende^voraxCprtbe^ood of their covintry, 
and, poor. ;Sir Tim. was s^ia czfi, on 
t]»e^ wide Qceaa of fortune, fome. kvt 
{lOundsrppQi^er. than befoj^ bis hopes 
were excited,,. and fame degrpes. Icfs. a 
loyil^ fubje^SL I left,.hjm.fcarce con- 
Cehous I beliisve of rf^y^bitence, for bow 

fee 
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lie begun to meditate a fcheme of join- 
ing the oppofition> aitd he became rapt 
in thotJght. 

My next call was on HarrIt Heed-, 
LESS, t3ie bean barrifter of the Temple : 
him I caught juft rifen; fce excufed hh 
tardineft by faying the mafquerade 
'had kept him up. till broad day-light. — 
And pray, faid I, friend Henry, "what 
l)ufinets called thee to the mafquerade ? * 
—is it not enough that you get nothing 
by yourprolfeffion ? — Muft extravagance 
affift idlenefs to impoverifh you ? — ^O, 
replied honeft Hal — I was at no ex- 
pence — I went in my own charadter, and 
the guinea for myi:icket was fent me 
yefterday with a brief — fo do not re- 
pirdach mewith having nobufinefs — and, 
by the way, continued he, I promifed 
to difpatch it early this' morning — it 
canle juft as I was going out, and the 
fellow faid, if it was not ready this fore- 
noon another council muft have it. — A 

hunt 
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limit no^ enAfljcd for the p^ipersf tod 
juft as they were found, 2nd I was taking 
tny l^avc, taiihe the attotm^^s dterk for 
thetu and the opinion»^^It now ap-* 
|>Gared that this was his third vifit on 
the fame etraind^ ty\ro having beea made 
ere the legal fage opened %is eyes, and 
he was rearonal>ly difpleafed : he in- 
fifted ibn a reftoration- df the brief and 
fee, and nothing would prevail on him 
to • go without them* Poor Heedlefs, 
now fearchinghis pockets in vain, begged 
me to lend him a guinea to fave his de- 
taining the meflenger while lie opened 
the efcrhoir. . The clerk then retired, 
muttering at Harry's negligence : I tried 
to roufe him to exertion, but 1 might 
have fpared my labor : a couple of his 
intimates called qn hun to tal^e a lounge 
with them, and I found myfelf in their 
way. 1 retired ; and, at the bottom of 
the ftair-cafe, recollected that Heedlefs 
VOL-. II. K * ha.d 
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had made" me treati Him":to the mas- 
querade. 

1 was confideriog whhher I fhould 
iltsxt 'Wend,' when I was'accofted bjr 
another' praftitioner of the law, Mr. 
Raphael Virtu, who, feeble. 'and 
infirm, was, ! by the help of his ftick, 
tottering towards a dark daircafe : — he 
told me he was juft-come from a vi^w'of 
piftures, and begaii to talk in raptures 
of a Veronefe and a Morillio ; but re- 
coUc&ing that I had not yet fcen his 
Claude he infifted on my afcending to 
his chambers. He followed me very 
flowly ; but when >once at the top of 
the ftairs, even a blind perfon would 
bave needed no guide — one narrow 
path was left through the . anti-room, 
the reft of the floor was. entirely ^co- 
vered with piftures fet on . edge, nor 
was his fitting-room much lefs incumber- 
ed — even there they flood four, five, or 
fix deep, and occupied every fpare nook : 

the 
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the Claude was now produced, placed 

in. a favorable light, and prefented to 

my view — it might be genuine for any 

thing that appeared to my jgnorant eyes, 

but J would not have given it houfe- 

room, for it was by much the dingieft 

of any landfcape of his I ever faw, and 

had evidently been refreflied — but this 

I dared, not intimate to Mr. Virtu : it was 

a Claude, and he was delighted with the 

pofleffion of it. In the courfe of conver- 

fation he informed me, that he recckoned 

he had nearly 15,000!. locked up ..in 

p'wStures ; fome qf which . he . thought 

he . rauft. difpofe. of- to ,make room for 

the reft ; but a better reafon than this 

I faw lying on his table — ^his butcher's 

bill of half a mile in length, which I 

fancy his tafte fotMtbeaupc ar^s^m^Git^ 

rather difficult, tq pay. . ,^^ 

. While he was. entertajining me with 

the fight of fome of hia beft pidtures, in 

came an. elderly lady to confult him en 

K a bufinefs. 
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bufinefe, I made a motion to. go, but 
ihe politely iiififte^ on my ftay^i add 
thw prefeijted aaop^cr; beseem j:0: ny 
view—She had, to fuppjy Ars ir^^fava- 
gance of an iadulged fen, made; over 
the tvhole of her fettimc lo Irim^ and 
had left herfclf dependent on him for a 
ycarlylncooie^^-hc had dcne^ as it migh* 
ibc foppofed a y-oung-man wlwo dauld 
«:ecept fuch Jtiiwlnefs from a par««i 
.Cduld do — he had (pent one half and 
Joft the ether at a gaming-table, and 
ihe was to feeler remedy and a pvovi- 
ii^n. Her cafe fcemed defperate, and I 
retired iJiat f might not hear her ad- 
vifer tcQ Ixttr fe. 

I was now rettrrmng homoward when 
1 was overtaken by LtxrA Harx^y in^htiB 
diariot^ he tnad^ me get in, art?: as 
he drove towards my lodgings, told me 
he had ben^ in quefl: of me to a& my 
»phiion Gn a fnbjcft of^importanccL 
l^e fttxiitidcd me that he had two yitars 

before 
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befoFe -married, for her beauty, a girl 
bfiohfcure birth, forty years' younger 
Ijiant:'h4nfrf€lf^b'^ feM-^h^^ gratitude 
wdeld fuppFy the' l^kce of love, and 
that he ihduld find zw agreeable partner 
dowu-'the defcent of life;, but in this 
he* faid' ke was deceived — her ladyftiip 
was* pr6ud of her conqueff, and ihfolcnt 
to her bcnefadior-^lhe had treated him 
tdch the iitmolt contempt^ and he had 
jreaibn to fufpedt her fidelity.. His doubt 
was whether he had better bear her 
tyranny in hii^'isoofe^ordifmiTs her with 
afcparacemaiiitenance.f-^I couJd not im- 
mediately rrfolve him> biit proniifed to 
wait on him fliortly.— I pided him fin- 
cerelyy but- 1 could not exclude him 
fi^m-- iHjr Jiflrof healcoo^;: * ■ • / ^• 

ThMs, ended my edifyitig: ramble, 
which, iq a: very- few inftances of what is 
dailyJpaffing, (hewed .me that no qua- 
lity or endowment, however amiable or: 
defirable^ is to be jcompared with that 
onefimple virtue called i//tr^//(?»*- 
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Diforder'd at the deep regard (he draws. 

THaMSOK» 

S I R^ 

IW A S one of a company a few dzys 
ago where you were prefent, arid 
from the deference paid to what you faid, 
prcfum^ that you have an abundance of 
learning and knowledge, and can anfwer 
all lawful queftions. The thought of 
writing to you, for I could have died 
fooner than fpoke, popped into my head 
while 1 fat oppofite to you, and having 
attentively furveyed your features, and 
difcovered by my (kill in phyfic^nomy 
that' you were not one of thofe crofs 
creatures who think a girl has no bufi- 
i\efs with a pen, I determined to addrefs 
myfclf to you in this covert-way, the 
only one poflible to me; as you will 

perceive* 
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perceive wHen I: have difclofed to you 
the infirmity. I labor under and confult 
you ofti 

You may, perhaps, tell me that my 
cafe- requires more the aid of medicine 
than philofaphy, bxKof this, -nothing 
v/iH perfuade me — ^Throw phyfic to the 
dogs — ril none of it — it is a difeafe of 
the mind' — not quite like lady Mac- 
beth's, for thank God and a quiet con- 
fcience 1 caTi fleep peaceably in my 
bed, nor is it what I dare fay you will 
.guefs— love*— 'My difeafe may I believe 
properly be named fear, and yet I am 
•00 coward ; fori have ridden and tamed 
a bucephalus that, none but myfclf 
could mount, and ia the fpace of a few 
hours iifterwards, th«>ugh perfectly well 
and in a ftate of uncommon enjoyment^ 
when arrived at a degree of happinefs I 
]»ad long anxioufly and impatiently ex*- 
pedted, furrounded by whatever could, 
exhilarate, and encouraged by the pre- 
K 4 fence 
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fence of numerous friends, I fay,, in this 
charming iituatioD, have Ibeottne^pak, 
trembIingaQidmiferablewithfear--'AVe}j[^ 
good Mr. Pharos, gueffdd thou yet ? or 
have I puzzled thee ? — ^O, if I had lei* 
furc, I would divert myfelf in be-laby- 
rintlung you withparadoxesj, but I muA 
haften to ftate my cafe. 

Know then, fagacious Sir, that th£: 
genus of my m^ilady is fear, and th^ 
fpecies of it diffidence, called by our 
Gallican neighbors mau^dfi honte — had 
I the ability I would give you the Greek 
and Latin appeUatives, but thore:ypil' 
muft fupply if you axe too wife uy 
underiitand plain Engli(h or cui!rene 
French. *«-<-This malady is particularly 
troublefome to me, and never Jfaik V^ 
vifit me whenever i am recjuired to^dance^ 
to fing, to play the harpficord^ c^r to 
recite in the preience of two, three, or 
more perfons, and verily it is the moft 
impertinent intruder^ the moft xnaltci- 

ous 



ous tormentor that can be^ -for it comes 
when I- moft wi& its abfehce^ ^ and no ^ 
arts of mine^ can drive it away* - > 

I ihall write myfclf quite ferious about - 
It, and that lam not often notwithftand-- 
ifig this infirmity—But really, and to- 
treat the matter as it dcferves, you do* 
not know, you cannot pidture to your- - 
^f the diftrefs I often fuffer from it — I 
have flood on the ftairs many a quarter" 
of an hour before t could get courage 
to enter a room where half a dozen*' of 
ray beft friends were, and when I have, . 
lift any one fljould come out and difco- 
ver me,- made my triumphal entf)'-, - it 
has been, J am certain, with the counte-- 
imnce and tremor' of a malefa&or. — in 
about an -hour this affection -will' fubfide,, 
and I»can then anfwera queffiort pretty 
fteadiiy ; but fbould any onepropofe any 
thing by which I can ^amufe the com- 
pany, though I wifli as much as poffible 
to tender my felf 'agreeable, did my life 
depend on it I cannot comply without'- 
K'5, evinciBg. 
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evincing this foible in my nature. — At 
a ball I have often difgraced my dancing- 
mafter, and puzzled my partner, and in 
a concert have had the mortification of 
putting all the performers out, 

Wei*e I unufed to fociety^ or had i 
been neglefted in my education^ bafti* 
fulnefs, or fear of expofing my igno- 
fane, would rationally account for this 
diftrefiing weaknefs ; but I have all my 
}ifebeea accuftomed to the beft companyi 
afid aH that opulence,' parental afFeftion> 
and my own endeavors could do to ren- 
der me accomplilhed, has been exerted^ 
Nor exerted in vain, for if the fufFragc 
of thofe who havp^had the fingular feli« 
city of feeing me in a courageous mood^ 
may be credited^ I need decline no com-^ 
petition in elegant attainments.; — And 
yet, O fad to afekte ! all my father's ex-^ 
pence, my mother's care, and the abili- 
ties of my teachers, have not enabled 
SV^ to do what thoufknds, not half fo 

weU 
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well educated, can do without the lead 
exertion. As an inflance of my way- 
ward nefs, as it almoft feems, take* this— A 
lady whofe rank and kindnefs to me, 
obljgecl me to a <;omplianc€ with any re- 
queft (he could ma»ke,'anvjite,d me to 
bear a: part in a morning, concert; and, 
left I (bould difgrace allconneded with 
me, for a fortnight preceding I pradtife4 
the aif J was tp fing, till.!- believe ^11 in^ 
the /hoiufe, who i^|ud ^ny;6ar, might 
have fung by rote, Jffi fyijfigando mdre-i 
but when I was to exhibit, and had, as 
1' thought, brought piy courage to the 
{hiking place, not a^note couid I uttei:, 
but trembling, pale and faintiDg, L^was 
forced to* leay*. the rQan^,: - . • 

. Many of my^acqus^intance who know| 
that affedlation has^ no part; ifk this fallyij 
hav€ adyii^d mcr to treat it as a n^yous 
diforder, and jto \^, (\j«h i^i^dicarpents 
as are prefcribed-^fl rf^ftfPlBdjfes — this I 
hay? done, but- tq* no purpofe — when 
k 6 the 
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the ordeal trial is in fight, X think how 
dreadful it is to appear before fdmany 
judges^ how incompetese ] am tbtwhai 
I have undensdcefr-^-^mj^att eontra6k« 
itfelf, and away fiy all my fphrit^; DdieE» 
of my friends to eneourage me have bi^ 
me confidertke compaiiry preient as.pic- 
tures, and a Hum^mi otluar means, kif 
encoutagemdithare fieen fiiggefted. ix^ 
me, hitherto without ^y^eft.^^Young 
Mi I am, and qualified, at the iiUbetafiiiy 
tad care of B^ parents have rendered 
me CO fill the flatidn Fwvidence {daced« 
me in, I cannot witlk^ly abaadbm ify 
nor forego the innocent ple^fores^ofde* 
ganc fociety. If cfaere£6i«f :ymi oonihl 
fuggeft to me any cctniidi^nttidAi^qidlQg 
to remore this shcottyenieacei'lxlh&nid 
hold myfelf indebted to you&rihnieit^ 
joyment of my life, and remain, > good 
Mr. Fharoji^ yonr oU^d^ 

attl moft hiynhle fervant,. 

XlMlDlSSIMA*- 
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THE cafe of Timidiflima b fuch as 
mterefe me^ »d fha^l therefore have mj 
earlieil coniideratunx^Kand ^myi focerdRr 
wiAfia^dsar £;co^ildifdbevd 
others of mf ac<]uaiiitaact' frofai the dif* 
ireftvflte defejnbec^ /^Th^tit^ts a di&aie 
of the miiidqppst iio|rtO)bC'doubced4' it is* 
rftc» -ftowo fbp ibciite&d by SmdUf aiU 
ments> or ai^eaicoefsfip'jfalut I^ ao^r^tf oopr- 
fiion i^ttoltfi^o£ci]lnitiG}«Ke^ci(horD49f 
ifilknicatioiiV woukl^iietm^dh^ 'Mishof 
the fiift2LbiUtib»!iuM7e(|)eeflD fd^jtttibtdu^ 
as was the eafc^lth Addifoii^ wUo^.i^jdare 
fay,: often felt titii &Dfatioar;ib> t|oi]bk« 
ibmecta myrifair fiiend^Mien tof the; 
gtiwn have been cobfigned toobfcority 
by. itT and tii;ihoit>boi^ fexes^alt^nks^ , 
pmfieffionsr aitdti^sy . hav» .foaier4Hiioiig . 
thecxLaindetiitf.iallbentcLii '!'.;!(//) f.K'.r 

Bat that .whilohnr^nders! k a pecul^ 
oppreffive grUtvanM is^ :that i«^^oiir jtimes 
it is wholly unfaifli]oiiabte;iiMl a ftigma^ 
is affixed to it— %ut,^for the comfort of 

Timidiffima, , 



zo6 THE PHAROS. [No> XLIE 

TimidifEiha, let her be afTured', that" in 
the o[Hnion of that part of mankind moit 
dcferviDg of refpeQ:, it is preferred to 
modern confidence with which too mzny 
of our young women are equipped : it 
has frequently called forth., tbi moft 
tend^ afiec^ibns^ and many a man who 
has determined that the. age did not 
produce one young womin fit to be the 
domcftic partner of a rational life, has 
changed his opinion on feeing .excellence 
accompanied by difiidence.- 

The confideratioiis that beft tend to 
"encourage perfons thus opprefled, and 
whofe. minds have rejed;ed common adt 
vice, are the ; finall proportion thfcy and 
air tlus world bipar to .the great fcalie of 
nature^ — our largeft fpeiety is but . an 
ant's neft, and but for the bountiful an4 
Angular difpsnfation of Providence, we 
are below thofe creatures in importance, 
for their community, felf-ere<fted, felf- 
fuftained,, depends not on the life of 

others,. 
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others^ but were man- to rely wholly on 
the aid of man, how unfurniihed w^ould 
he -be found! It may probably be faid, 
that it is abfurd to endeavor at raifing 
the diffident by degrading their im- 
portance,- but not fo — i'mean not to de- 
grade from • iAiportance any indi^ridual, 
it is only comparative degradation that 
is mortifying — ^if I could rob fociety of 
its awe-infpiririg appendages, I Ihould 
make it ^h$Lt TimidifEma wilhes it, and 
this end! 4^, in my opinion, belt pro- 
moted by reprefenting the inhabitants of 
this terella in their original proportions 
The diftenfion of pride, or the 
contraftion of-defpair, make us crea- 
tures of a fcak very different from that 
in which we were formed, but ftripped 
of all our gew-gaws, and reftored to si 
Hate of nature, we are' viewed without a 
refrafting medium." 

Admitting 'the refemblance of fociety 
to an ant*s neft, letTimidiffima fuppofe k 

iuchj 
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flich ; and when (be is next called to one 
of her painful pleiifures^ whether tgf^^ 
dance^ tofing",. or to«do-any thing that 
her diffidence oppofe?^ let lerima^e 
an aflembly of ant4 coUe^d) and one 
appointed to fiil^ her office — ^the little 
creature rifes^. we Will fay to dance— »ir 
advances tremblingand reluAant — ftandft> 
at firfl without any nxition, but that 
which antilh tmuvai/k bimle- gives it«— then - 
moves a little^, and having got through^ 
(for we muft not call irexecVttiiig) what 
it rofe for^ it finks into its feat half- 
dead— How would even Timidiffimai 
laugh at this miniature diftrefs!— And^ 
yet it appears, perhaps^ not fo ludicrous 
to her as ihe Kerielf does to one of our 
newly difcoveredneigbbors, an inhabi«» 
tant of the Georgium Sidus, who, pro* 
bably without optic aid, is diverting 
bimfelf with watching our modonS). 

To conclude — I would recommend 
to tho£; who (land in unaccouivtabie awe 

of. 
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€if their fellow creatures the fludy of af- 
sronomyy^'nbi: the I^Qtific, ^flmfe^ or 
GatcutadMy part of it^ but aa attention 
to l^e>1lldgfliffcenr aind Oupendbus fyf- 
tern ofwWich dur earth form^ fotincon- 
fiderabfo'-a parc-nln ftort, whatever 
wouidnife cxHJt'Cotetptions 

4and tei^ufjhit;^: as.^e virtuous have^ 
nothing- t^t fear- wK^ alt that they in- 
habit:.%i^^iiS)^y.e^^^o..is these little to^ 
,jpx4tcjt|ijf:/9!jft.irt terreftri^l greatnefs,^ 
^^wJiifh^jfJIiftjfa^^ ftUdlike " the bafc- 
, )efs^:lft;Ol ft'vifiop.l»Xftn«t vwMclt 
behind^ ;::; 



N*XLin. Tuesday, April J, fj^j^ 

In ^ long flaxen wig luid .embroidered nfyf cooc^ 
Her fpark, faying nothing, talks better than I. 

Prior*^ 

SIR,' 

WE I. L aware how little perfonal 
renronftrance or verbal com- 
plaint avails in the reftiffcatron of, errors 
of the judgment, I chufe your work 
as a channel for my opinion on tlie coiiw 
dufl: of a lady who perhaps thinks ftief 
too quiefcent to refent ill treatment or 
too much awed to declare myfelf 
offended. 

The laft ten years of my life have 
been fpent in acquiring all that I could 
learn at one of the moft efteemed uni- 
verfities in Europe,, where moderate 
fame never bounded my views of im- 
prAvement;^, and from which I retired 

wltb 
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with the moft flattering- tcftimonies of 
my fuperiors* approSatfon. 

As it was not my intention to lead a 
life of celibacy, I looked among niy 
acquaintance for a wife, and as my cir- 
cumftances were affluent and my family 
rcfpeftable, I felt myfelf under no ne- 
ceffity to confult any thing but my own 
choice, and I determined to make a 
deliberate and judicious eledion. Ac- 
cordingly I fpent two winters in Lon- 
don, mixing in all fueh focieties as in- 
eluded deferving young women, and 
having found in the perfon of Laura 
att that my idea of beauty required, and 
learned from fome of her relations that 
flieliad the qualities- necieflary to do-- 
-n^eftic comfort, I employed a common 
friend to mention me to her, foon after 
which I went to mafc^her my firft yifit. 
r found her iefs ihft>mied thart I ex- 
pefted, but -as (he fe'emed not deilitute 
of intelkdlual capacity, perfeftty good 

humored. 
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Kumored, and free fiom^ vanity:^ dus 
gave me little cooceni* ' .ri :' 

I did not difcover any .thk^idif- 
couraging in her deportment in fereraF 
viiits I made her, and diectfore ima* 
gined I. was every d^ gaining ground* 
Our imercourfe waa ^queiit.aikl im» 
retrained, by ceremony : fbc appealed 
to confider me as^ a fountain of know* 
ledge to which (he ceuld always sefort, 
and I endeavored to awaken the n^^ 
leded faoalties of her nsiind. . 

You will by this percfj^. that our 
meetings had not the f{|ng^cy,^Qr awM- 
wardnefs of pro£efled couitlhip ;, ihc of- 
ten required me to £4y^.thj^ difficulties^ 
fbe met wi& in accounting for the: ap- 
peanqceor propei^csof^s^d^ olj^ds,. 
to deduce caufea fimm €^pQ[s-^ to ex- 
plain fome of tfapjna^ this^ ^at: were 
phenomeqa tp. her undcrftapdii^ : our, 
eonverlations were ntibitfl.aiid.inilFUG« 
tdve,. end^ in a fovimoiiths^ -£ had the 

pleaiiire: 



No.XLm;] THE pharos: ^13 

pieafuipe of feeing niy endeavors to reh« 
^er the future partner of my life tn 
^egaatciimpamon, fuccefsfuU 

Gratfitnde for the many new (burces^ 
of nieatal enjoyment I had opened to 
tier, I BOW hoped would influence her 
much in my favor^ and I refolved on 
fpeediLy putting the qiieftion to hen 
For this purpofe I one eventing called on 
her, contrary tomy ufual cuftom, which 
was. to fee her early in the morning, 
when I l&new her to have leifurc, bur 
there was a chance Ihe might be alone, 
and I had worked my felf up to a degree 
iof anxiety and impatience that would 
AOt brook the delay of fifteen or fixteen 
bours; 

I was diiappointed in my hope t)f 
finding ker wkhouc company, for (he 
had many indies ai»d one gentleman in 
the VoOri^ «ftth heiTi ' She however atoned 
for-lHy mortificalidn by refifting every 
«!l0Ci0fl"-I n»dc Wt^vrithdraw^ i^^ by 

whif* 
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whifpcring me, as flie paffed behind my 
chaii', that her friends would retire 
early. This evident preference encou- 
raged me beyond any token of &vor I 
had received from her, and made nic 
bear a part in the con verfation* with 
more fpirit than I could otherwife have 
commanded at a time when a matter of 
fo much importance was on my mind. 

But I could not but perceive, that 
Laura feemed to think. this- knidnefs an 
excufe for neglefting me all the reft of 
the evening, and that flie was extremely 
attentive to whatever was i^id h^ her 
other male vifitor, a .fill)t empty fellow 
dreffed in the extremity of the faihion, 
and who grinned with delight at the ad- 
miration beftowed: on his tawdry waift- 
coat and, point, ruiBes. :.' The* creature 
could talk of:. nothing but ;opera: peri- 
formers, card-parties and nqvels, and 
was one of thofe contemptible wretches 
w*o truft'to fine clothes and a. brazen 

aflurance 
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aflui^aiicefonadmiflion and regard. His 
igfigrance on all fubjedis that it becomes 
a man or evpn a well inftrudbed woman 
of this age to be .acquainted with, 
was^fo gfofe, that bad any one. aiked 
l^ina. who was the firft Roman emperor, 
I fhould have expe<£ted him to have 
anfwered (like the French treafurer 
D'Ot\il\t)Fefpafian.. 

At laft^ to the no fmall relief of my 
patience, this coxcomb departed, and 
the company in a little time after fol- 
lowed him. I aiked Laura who the 
gentleman was : flie replied, with much 
iurprifc at my want of information, that 
it ^ was Sir William ***** * *, and 
aiked me if I did not think him a very 
genteel man* I was going frankly to 
itell her my opinion, wl^en .ihi^ flopped 
me at the firft unfayprable expreffion, 
.by. fayingrrr-O ,do not try. to fet me 
againft hinv; — he makes me a noble 
. fettlexnent^ keeps me a moft elegant 

equi- 
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-equipage, and is exccffivcly good-na«» 
tured, Aough |)erhaps not everbiir* 
<]ened with wifdom— I do not doubt wc 
ihall be Very happy together. 
" I was, as you will beiicre, fir, thtin- 
tierftruck. I took my* hat and was a- 
bout to retire in filcnce, when Laura 
infifted on knowing what had given me 
offence'. I told her that howfever my 
fefpeft for her had rcftraincd my decla- 
rations, I well knew flie was aware of 
my views in making an acquaintance 
with her, and that I confidered her ad* 
mitting me on the intimate terms we 
had lived on while fhe was encouraging 
a man who had nothing but the fortui- 
tous gifts of chance to boaft, as an in- 
fult. She burft into a loud iaugh, and 
aflced me, with a pert fiieer, whether I 
thought tiatural philofophy and the fo- 
lar fyftem neceflary ingredients in mak- 
ing love; and then, b a fit of theatrical 
indignation, leftthe room.— On farther 

enq^iiry 
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enquiry: of a friend I learnt riiat her ac* 
quaiutaiQee,with Sir William was 6ot of 
two,, months (landing. 

Now be it known to this Jnfolcnt 
lady,, that the method I took td win her 
^fre<^ons was, fuch as ought to have re*^ 
HCQmmeaded me, had (he been poffefled 
t)f any. thing like a mind. 1 introdu- 
ced r^yfblf, tojier in terms, though dif* 
tant, yet not ambiguous : I inftilled into 
her fuch knowledge as I thought would 
add tp .her amufements and teach hef 
to purfue rational happinels, and every 
aft ion of mine indicated earned regard 
and very fincere love* I wifli her like- 
wife to be convinced that fhe has on the 
whole copfulted my eafe in her con- 
jdyft^ for a woman who could be fo 
Ccandall^ufly mercenary as to accept a 
man fhe had known drily juft long 
enough to find out that he was a fool, 
bee Wc, he was rich and would indulge 
her," who could with complacency be- 

VOL. II. I* hoM 
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hold fuch an external appearence, who 
could be wooed by fuch a block, and 
who can be content with fuch a com- 
panion as Sir William * * * * * *, would 
have made a thinking man. and a fcho* 
lar miftrable. 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

Classicits* 
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^Scenes different hr from theie gaj hope dirplay'4» 
Ah ! hovr the lalfe one fung aod-how betray 'd! 

K£AT«r 

S I R, 

TTXO, if you have any regard, for tli^B 
JL^ rifiitg generation of females, en* 
<leavor t« convince their parents that it 
Is Icfs cm el to bring them up in total 
Ignorance^ than to educate them in the 
fafhionable fliewy manner, where there 
is neither rank to require 4t n^r fortune 
to : fupport it. Tell them there is no 
creature fo helplefs as a yoimg woman 
turned out te ftruggle in the worid, 
that therefore it behoves them either to 
fecure a provifion for them, or to teach 
them to endure hardihip and earn their 
living. Who that tenderly loved a 
daughter would lavifh expence on ufe- 
L z Icfs 
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lefs ^embellilhment, iti hopes that Ihe 
might avoid ruin '-by making h^sr for- 
'tune in marriage,'\vhenthe alternative is 
^poverty and mifcry ? 

Ocular demotiftratloft, and the fuffer- 
^ings of amoft amiable girl, have con- 
vinced me that this is an evil which 
calls loudly for fedrefs* ^ few months 
-ago the death of a gentleman who had^ 
nobody knew how, raifed himfelf from 
obfcurity to eminence in the great world, 
and who was diftinguifhed for extreme 
expence in his manner of living, proved 
him infolvent. He had many years 
before loft hi§ wife, and left an only 
•child, a daughter eighteen years of age, 
whom it had been his chief emulation 
to render more elegantly accomplifhed, 
and more attractive of regard .than any 
lady yet educated.- Forthefirft purpofc 
he kept her in a ftate of conftant tuition 
under governeffcs and maffters of every 
denomination,. and for the fecond he 

lavifhed 
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laviihed on her an incredible expence^ 
in fervants, equipage^ drefs, and a-, 
mufcments ; and for all this profufion, 
which to her praife be it faid, had no-^ 
worfe efFeft than rendering her ener- 
vated and ufelefs, he had the fatisfac« 
tion of fcjeing her * the public envy 
and the public care.' 

On the morning of his fudden death 
ihe had invited a large circle of her ac- 
quaintance to a dej€uni and concert^ and 
was in the actual enjoyment of all the 
pleafures that wealth, luxury and adnji- 
ration can contribute, when he dropped 
from his chiair fpeechlefs, fenfelefs, and^ 
ais a few hours proved, lifclefs, Tiie 
companlofns of her gaiety, as if the pef^ 
tilence had vifited the houfe, fled, and 
before night came, this favored child 
of capricious fortune found herfelf an 
indigent orphan. Whatever furrounded 
her, fome one had a claim to, and an - 
-immediate retreat to the houfe of an^^ 
L ^ un- 
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iinafFedtionatc uncle, who bad fufferdd 
confiderably by her father's profufion, 
and who new, left the world Ihould 
cry ftiame on him, offered to difmrfs 
his head female fbrvant ar^ invefl bis 
niece with the charge of his: domeflic 
oeconomy,. was the. only method of a- 
voiding want and infult., 

Mither fhe retired, but has now found 
St quieter retiEement — her mind could 
not fupport the fhock;. her delicate 
^rame could not bear inconveniences ef 
fituation— ftie fubmitted to her fate wirfi 
ihe utmoil piety ajnd refignation, and he 
who had for the wifeft ends permitted 
ber afflidions, has taken her to himfelf. 
When. I think of the melancholy fate of 
this young wonian^ I anxalmoft tempted 
to>a&, how far ihort of murdes was her 
fath«r^s fliare ia her death .^ 

But as the words of a fufferer often 
fpeak more forcibly to the heart than 
any reprefentatioa of circumftances,^ air 

low 
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low me to (iibjoin one of her letters^ 
and may all thofe who contemplate this 
legible pidure of diftrefs think with me, 
that there is an unpardonable degree of 
inhumanit}% in ffrft attenuating the 
mind and feelings of a child and thea 
leaving her to poverty and fcorn. 

To Mrs. . 

WHERE will the difcovery of new 
calamities end ?— When fhall it be ad- 
knowledged that the meafure of my 
misfortunes is fuU- N— O my dear, kind 
friend, I would, not wbundl' your heart 
by difclbfing the fufferings of mine, bift 
that your participation is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to my enduring wil!h any degre'e 
of patience;. 

What a ftupendous change has onto 
we«k wrought ! I am hurled headlong 
from the enjoyment of all that this 
world beftows, and am left forlorn and 
d«fperatc in an abyfs of mifery froiib 
I^ 4 whkk 
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which I can never rife»r-^But I keep 
you in flifpenfe. 

In about three hours after you had 
quitted mcy my uncle fulfilled his pro- 
mife of fending for me moft flridlly, 
for he fent his ihop-porter for me. 
Finding he had brought no coach, and 
really imagining my uncle could not fo^ 
totally difregard decency, as to fufFer 
me to be feen on foot in the flreet while 
my father lay unburied, I ordered one 
to be fetched. The man, as if he knew 
his matter better than I did my unelfy 
with a degree of infolence, new to me^ 
difputed his obligation, to do, as I 
direfted, muttering that it Was fuch: 
.people that made tfadefitien bankrupts^ 
and then ruined themfelves-— 1 w» 
ihocked, but my mind was too much 
loaded to- admit of a greater burthen — 
it caft off what it could n6t fupport. 

Amidft the tears> the prayers, and 
VlciSngs of Ouchof the fervantsas would 

not 
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not quit the houfe while I remained in it^ 
1 left that beloved habitation where I' 
•had lived in a ftate of fuch fupreme feli- 
city as made me mad under affliftion— - 
Poor okl John cried like a baby — he- 
begged me to be comforted — ^bid tncr 
hope better times, and told me, that 
though he could live without fervice, 
yet if ^vcr I could make him ufefiil up 
' Jtie he woulc^ferve tne without wages-?- 
My own maid fainted when I bid her 
adieu, and — Oif pity couM have foothed 
•me I had been foothed — but I was in m 
agony of wretchednefs^ 

1 too foon, though after a tedious jour- 
ney ,^ reached Wood-ftreet. My uncle- 
-m^'m'e attheMrarehoufe-doorwith tbefe 
^vrords : — ^ What the devil could not yo^r 
madamfliip walk this fine weather ? You 
muft learn to ufe your legs if you live 
with me.*— I alledged my trank *5 
tk€ ecfecufe raoii likely to convince him j 
but he replied, by telling me, what in- 
deed'I had not obferved, that Sam. fiad^ 
L 5 brou^^ 
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brought his knot for it — So the daugfo- 
ter of a rnember of parliameBt.was to 
walk from Marybone to Cheapfide at- 
tended by a fliop-porter carrying her 
whole wardrobe on bis head. — Forgive 
ine, my dear friendv-do*. not call this 
pride-^I hope *fiis only want of ufe to niiy 
Situation, for indeed I wilL fubmit tx>' 
•anything.. , • 

We fat down to- dinner,^' As I was ttv 
'take the fupepintendance of the family 
the houfekeeper was difmifled from her 
place at the head of the taBIe :t — eat I 
could not — I w^s^ going to* add j God 
grant I may never have an inclination ta. 
it in this houfe. — Th€ kitehea was the 
• adjoining room to that we^ fat in;t^ 
halhed mutton wiih onions, the dinner,, 
to which, on my account, was added; a 
dumpling, which the. remembrance of 
a dirty wretch I had feen employed- 
in making it deterred me from even, 
taftin^ WJicrcvcr I turned, my eyes, 
^ waraed 



No. XLIV;] THE PHAROS. M.7 

warned as I was, that I muft iDok only 
for the abfence of great evils, I vyas hoi^ 
tibly dlfgufted : I was- furr0u;;jded by 
finoke, by dirt,, and darknefs, and thfc 
various effluvia from the ftreet, and ad- 
jacent fhops> inadeth^ fenfe of fmelUng, 
a curfe. » 

But this,, and all this, irkfome as It is, 
is trivial wheq cpmpar^d with. the treat- 
ment I undergo. My uncle is loud ia 
his complaints againft my father, who I 
own has greatly injured him. — 1 ihodd 
be a dowmright fool to expe<9: a man, 
who has ever prefent to^ his memory 
the toil with which h>e has acquired ua-- 
inherited wealth, (hould be calmly con- 
tented underthe lofs of near feven thou- 
fand pounds — but can the daughter exc- 
«rate the father ?— the brother may hate 
the brother, but can I, when 1 recolleft 
that I have inereafed the infamy my too 
fond parent incurred by the addition I 
^^s to. his cxpences, when I muft ac- * 
L 6 knowledge^. 
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knowliedge, or be wicked beyond ex- 
ample and credibility^ that never was la 
'ktoder^ a more anxious i&ther^ can 1 
jdn in the cry agamdl him ?— Caft I fay 
my father was a viHain ?— lam forry for 
my uBcle's lofs ; I am grieved that I, how-^ 
ever innocently and i^orantly, ever di- 
toiinifhed his property, but reftitution is^ 
not in my power, and teproaches c^at. 
do no good. 

O, my dear fciend, Vo yoo I may fay^ 
though to the world I will ev^r juftify 
my father's intentions, that thofc parents* 
know not the mifery they are entailing 
on their children,, who educate them 
highly without a certainty of eftabliihing; 
them fuitably in the world-^ Had I been 
inured to a^fmall degree of felf-denial, 
had I been taught to be ufeful to* 
xnyfelf and other s> and had I beeti 
warned that a time, fuch as the prefent^ 
^ might arrive, I might have ftruggled 
through the hardfliips of my fituation ^• 

but 
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but weakened as I am by indulgence, 
and semjercd hefplefs, by having never 
knowa the want, nor uttered an ^unfuc- 
cefsful vfifti, I fee nothing T>efore me but 
mifery aggravated by fcom and con- 
tempts I feel a fullennefs about me^. 
and am out of humor with the world and 
myftlf — Adieu— ^let mc have the com- 
fort of your frequent correfpondenoe^c 
for it is the only confolatfon I have,, aad 
without it (ball be unable to exert my^ 
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HherD doriates* Nature,, and^ here wand^s W.Ut 

S I R, 

MOST men^ however deficient 
themfelves in the brilliant! quaK- 
ties of the mind, are fenfible of the 
power of wit; Tradition and exifting 
proof record and aflert its efficacy.. At 
different periods it has been found to 
charm down the wrath of kings, and to- 
iiefcue the offender from the hand of 
juftice. It has madet him, who,, for his. 
vices was a difgrace to fociety, the com- 
panion of princes : it has exalted to high 
honor him who was deftined by fortune- 
to obfcurity : it has baniihed affli&ion, it: 
has baf&ed' argument, and at one exer-^ 
tion has efieded what the eloquence of' 
a volume would have, failed in. And: 

ycfe 
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yet notwithftanding thefe wonderful andfe 
valuable propert?ies I know no* cba- 

/ f after kfs rcfpeftaWe, or more pitiable 
than that of a piofefflbd witv As the chief' 

. endeavor o£ fucb a, perfon, i%. to^ raife- 
laughter^ \t is. defpicable^ and a&.tKe fear* 
of lofing his reputation debars*hini'Of the- 
privilege- o£ gravity, er lilence^ he ex^ 
cites our commiferation*. 

I was- ktely . invited • by Mercator to- 

■■ dine with Iwm, and. by way of perfuadinsg; 
me he psomifed me the company of So- 
phron and.Lepidus, two. perfons I had 
no knowledge of but from his repoit. 
Sophron he defcribed as a man. of good^ 
plain underftanding> Lepidusasa gueft 

^ fit for the table of the gedsn-^Otte, faid 

• he, that can extrad merriment from every 
thmg, and keep.up an inceflant climax, of 

' wit. — The charadler did not much attraft 
me, but as I had yielded ere I heard' it 
I could not in decency retradt, and ac- 

; eordingly I went on the appointed. day*. 

Till 
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Till LepiAus arrived, which was not 
vithin.half an hour of the time named, 
Mercator amufed us wich a dSefcrtption 
of his fpecies of wk, and gave m fome 
l^imras, whicb,^ bj their mfipidky, I 
guefled had loft much ia the carriage^ 
At laft,. he hknfeif, Ae mirth-ini^iriDg 
genius entered— -^i fhiTv^er had detained 
Kim-^he bowed, fmikd, apdc^ifed for 
the fpots of wet on his- coat-^— he beUcved 
fain^ — ^beaus [rainbows} were feldomr 
looked for within our dwellings— O I 
thought I, is thy wit To like the infhmces 
we have had-of it ? 

At dinner Sophron hcfped hinrfelf ta 
the leg of a fowl — Who of your friendi 
is dead, Siri— faid Lepidus — his quef- 
tion was uniatelligtble, till he added--- ^ 
Becaufe you- have got a good leg I fee 
f legacy}— A Weftphalia ham, of which 
* his opinion»wa3 aikcd, he faid was beat'^ 
able. The red port, he told us, infup- 
/or/able, and the converfation happening 
to turn on the variations the hours 

of 
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of refleftion have undergone, he gave us 
to underftand that he was no early rifer^ 
by declarii^g hinifelf one of the ft* 
mily of Mendoza [men-dozer •] — »Many 
other witticifms af the fame merit 
raifed the laughter of Mercator, and 
as I plainly perceived the indignatioit 
of Sophron^ who, as well as rayfelf,. 
had remained nearly filent — But now 
burft forth a genuine effufion, for oa 
Mercator'is remarking the fmaUnefs of 
. fome cucumbers on the table, Lepidus,, 
with ap air of affedied humility, whicb 
could not difguife the fwellings of con- 
ceit, replied, that they wer^ toa young: 
to be called <fe«x;-cumbers, they Wete ofejjr 
itf^-cuftibers as yet^ 

Mercator heard this^ which he caHc?d 
a moft excellent joke, with all poffible 
figns of admiration-^e jogged me, 
pointed out the quai»cnefs of it, and did 
all he could to make me feel it^ while- 
I«eptdus^(mtbe~itilfarer hand^ npi^^it 

to 
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to Sophron, who could fcarcely forbeatr 
teftifying his contempt of the wit and 
the wkling, Mercator, however, fup* 
ported its credit by his laughter and 
hearty commendation. 

With no other encouragement tha» 
this, the hon-mot monger proceeded to dif- 
play his convivial talents : matrimony 
and women, religion and the clergy, th-e 
profeffors oi phyfk and df law> did not 
afford him fuflfcient fcope, tftougft they 
were all the butts of his wit ; and dt- 
greffing, he fo far pafled the 1k)und'$^ 
not only of good manners, but of com- 
mon deceacy, that his company was in- 
tolerable, i t4»r€fbre took the'firfl: oc- 
cafion of withdrawing, and left SophroUi 
proje£ttng a retreat.. 

Men^, fuch as him. I have* above dfe-- 
fcpibed, ai?e^ frequently to be metwith 
at hofpitable tables : and I- fear there ace 
many mailers of femilies^ who, like my 
iA^t^ykxcfkKOP^^ Uiink ^ir prefenpe-a. 

high 
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high gratificatrott* That their admiffion 
is inconfiftent wkh prudence, every maa 
who has a wife's honor to proted, or a 
daughter's virtue to fecure, will perhaps 
allow. But let not hiiiv who has only his 
own conduft to regard, imagine be can 
fit an uficontaminatdd hearer of tlia( 
which militates againft good fenfe or 
morality. It has been faid.„ by a very 
able writer of our awn time> that he 
who accufloms hinifelf to hear moral 
ledures, will necefl&rily grow better; 
and why may it not be fuppofed that he 
whofe door and ears are open to fucK 
men as Lepidus, muft neceflarily be thfi 
worfe for it .^ 

I am^ Slr> 

Your, &c^ 



SIR, 

I lately went ta vifit my old friend 
Tim* Snug, who was formerly a very 

coafi- 
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confiderable wholefale dealer in the city^ 
bqt at the age of aboiiL fivc-and-forty. 
quitted trade, and retired to a fmalli 
houfe about twenty miles- from Londony, 
where he had now lived nearly two*3rears,r.- 
At my arrival, though the wcather^was 

. inviting, and tKe fun had 'palled its me- 
ridian fplendor but a few hours, I fouttd 
Tim» playing at ' cards widi his wife, a 
lady whom he. had. married fince I laft 

. faw him^ Thisujifeafonable recreation^ 
he thought proper to excufe, by feying 
that his wife and he had juft dined, and 
were hi danger of falling afleep. 

When hfe firft faw me a funihine ap- 
peared on his countenance exjM^ffive tof 
fomething more fhan comftion friend- 
fhip : he protefted he was always happy 

to fee his friends at -^^ and then aiked 

with impatience — what's the news ? Af- 
ter having opened my budget, and ex- 
haufted all that lore which is to be 
gained ^from Chronicles,. Advertifers, 

Pofts^ 
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Pofis, Ledgers, and Heralds, he led me 
over his houfe and garden, from the 
latter of which I foon difcovered that he 
was a perfect cockney In the fcience of 
iiorticultOre, and that his tafte was ex- 
^aiy anfwerable to his Ikill. I had footi 
feen all that the garden afforded, and he 
conduced me back to the houfe* . 

But notwithftanding the joy my friend 
exprefl'ed on my approach, I obferved 
in him an air of languor and difcontent, 
which he ftrove in vain to conceal. When 
he lived in London I remembered that 
he was remarkable for high fpirits : ac 
the tavern he fhoncwith unrivalled glory, 
fung the befl:fong,andwas always the firft 
to call for t'other hottk. Not being able to 
account for his melancholy-— Why, Tim, 
faid I, if a body were to judge by your 
phiz you have not much reafon to boaft 
of the exchange you have made— what 
has your wife been beating you at beggar* 
my-neighbor ?— times are much altered 

fince 
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lince you fung us, * Jolly mortals fill your 
glafles' — Oh, I beg your pardon— I re- 
colle<ft you are married, and I fuppofe 
the comforts of matrimony fit ill oa 
your ftomach. 

Perceiving that his -gloominefs was 
not unnoticed, he now endeavored to 
brighten up, and, by affuming an air of 
unaccuftoHied brifknefs, to make me be- 
lieve I was 'miftafcen. Ringing the bell, 
he^oi'dered the fervant to go to Mr. Sober, 
and tell him he (hould be glad of his 
company to >ent-ertain a friend from Lon- 
don. In about half an hour the meffen- 
ger returned with Mr- Sober at his 
heels. 

The ufual civilities were fcarcely dif- 
patched when this ftranger to me en-« 
quired if I had not brought a newfpaper 
in my pocket — Lord, Sir, faid I, I never 
burthen myfelf with newfpapers — our 
London prints are duffed full of nothing 
but advertifements of colinetics, quack 

medicines. 
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medicines, and public diverfions — and 
the little intelligence there is in them is 
more frequently falfe than true — they 
are the duUeft things on earth. — Pardon 
me. Sir, faid Mr* Sober, very empha- 
tically — I do not know a higher gratifi* 
cation than a newfpaper — I would fooner 
give up my dinner than my paper, and. 
Sir, the whole village would have been 
much obliged to you if you had brought 
one. 

My arrival feemed to have fpread an 
alarm throughout the neighborhood : 
many of Mn Snug's acquaintance came 
flocking in to fee the vifitor from Lon- 
don, and each began examining me as 
clofely as if they had fufpeded me to 
be a fpy employed by the French* As 
the omiffion I had been guilty of was 
univcrfally lamented, I ranfacked my 
memory for every fcrap of intelligence 
it contained, and repeated what I had 
communicated to Tim« who as foon as I 

ha4 
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Ihad finifhed what I had to relate, drew 
t)ur attention by a moft tremendous yawn, 
and obferved how hard it was t6 get at 
a newfpaper.— In this bog, faid he, there 
is no fuch thing as feeing it above three 
times a week, and then not without 
fending two miles.—For my part, con- 
tinued he, I would not give a rufli for 
the fineft place in England if 1 cannot 
iiear what is doing in London,*— In this 
the groupe joined him :— they feemed 
entirely to have forgotten that I came 
into the country for amufement — they 
yawned, ftretched, took their hats, and 
left me to my friend Snug, 

My wonder was excited when I a&ed 
myfelf, what could tempt any man to 
fuch a kind of life, as my hoft and his 
neighbors had adopted, or how that could 
be called pnjoyment which appeared 
dragging on a loathed exiftcnce, in which 
the faculties of the mind were totally in* 
adtive, and where nothing was to be 

done* 
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done.*— Why Snug, faid I, what do you 
do to employ your time when you have 
fio vifitor from London to amufe you ?— ^ 
If I were as difcontented as you feem I 
(hould hang xnyfelf the firft rainy day 
out of pure felf-love. — ^What do I do ? 
faid he — ^Why I rife at nine — and then I 
breakfaft — and when I have breakfafted 
I call for my boots — and then I — ^I — I 
walk about, or do any thing till din- 
ner^-Hand after we have dined I play a 
game at picquet with Mrs. Snug may 
be— and in the evening there's a club, 
where we meet to talk over the news 
and play at backgammon — and at ten I 
xsome'home to fupper, — That is my 
day — ^for I am no fportfman — I have 
often tried my ikill, but could never hit 
a bird at three yards diftance — and as 
for angling, I hate it — it's fo dull. 

If I might propofe any thing as to 
your change of habitation, faid I, I (hould 
advife you to come back to London — it 

VOL. II. M Is 
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IS the OQly plap? for idle^pe^t^m exk^ 
in.-^Th]5 . opinioQ^ I ' weg^ \wxh all mf 
ihet^ic^ but m^ rain^ ^ Tsm^Tfim *^ui 
sior Cpirit enough. le^c tck^extncate hLiw 
{<Al from, a !fitui«iM./idikk^^ felt itk«« 
Ibme^ and conf e£fed WM4^tWf day gprotrw 
log wotk^ ' 

V4i«f.tym|;^rif ryjaiit^; { r 1^ 
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N^!S^LVt Saturday, Ap^ i^/i^S^t" 

Af^OTre the tc fc " ■■' » ^ ^ ' 

TliERTSWi'f^c^f mc^6ty thing, 
faid a tdilor to an xAd gentlemail 
who *k^ complaining of the caprice of 
drefs : and truly I belive the tailor was 
right, at leaft I am fati^fied th^t faftiioil 
interpofes her laws in many places 
where ftic can have no claim, and warps 
the humstn judgment oh flibj^fts which 
ought to be deemed above her coiitroL 
The diftriarjJ of fdhioii arc drefs, 
equipage and retreations, and in foine 
meafure dcpottmeht comes under her 
po^Ver, but no farthet than is corififtent 
with the immutable lavirs of morality 
and decency. The /ormal addrefs and 
ftately referve of the laft age, fafliion 
M z may 
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may correft, but it niu^.l>^, an cxertioa 
of Jier authotUy to. which. JC>iily flayifli 
tiHnds can fabmit, which fubJilitutes for 
thefe the rude ^or4 J^vid pert flippancy 
of the prefent. .... 

Bpt however tyranuical this goyer^jefs 
of our aftionsy. or hovyevg: .fubmiffive 
her votaries, iliji.a}! the w^rld muft 
agree in the propriety of exempting the 
rational Acuities from her dominion » 
^nce the mischiefs confequent on this 
. ireftfainj: ^re obvious to aljl| an^ would 
<efl[edvially deracinate whatever was rec* 
ko^ed 'Cftimable in mental endowment. 

Sorry I ana to fay tha^.tp. this truth 
fo eyidentj fo rea&nable and fp necef* 
ftrry> thpugh all Aibfptiibe, ^few give the 
fendion of their praftipe^ Our thoughts, 
pur opinions, n^y pur ppfic faculties 
(ccm wholly under the direition of this 
guide. We jjidge, we condemn^ we 
exculpate as ihe prdains, and are mere 
machijies in her h^ds. 'Tis flie who 

makes 
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makes U3 acccpMiopfenfe for fentiment, 
declamation for reafoning, whining foif 
pathos, apd ribaldry for wit. 
* A natural and certain corfiequence o^ 
this renunciation of the 'right, which 
our Creator has delcfgated to us, is ca- 
price and inftability in our Judgments'. 
That is to day laudable which yefterday 
was repfehenfible, our prelent aftion^ 
and antecedent prdfeffions difagree, and 
we'lubjeft ourfelves to the cenfuire and 
xoritempt of themoft refpedaMe part 
of mankind. '^ * - - -*' 

"' Biit evtls'ftHl mofe'ferious fliaiiT'khefe 
incongruities refult from the prevalence 
of falhib'n. ^She often impofes the tole- 
f ration "of vic^, andinMson ourrtceiv- 
'ingthaf enemy orf human A'attxre with 
a]rjp^l)b^tion,'of 2tt leaft widi'compaffion, 
aiid having firft poifoned our minds witlf 
Falle opinions and armed us with fophif- 
tical reafoning, ftre abandons her incau- 
M 3 • tiou« 
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tious followers to all the miferies o£ in* 
cviciiUle:4^ngeh ' " / '^' ^' 

" Ooe- m«A©d bj^ winch fbe 'itt4?ns^er 
great eftd of-d^ffMoiticJ goverfitntrie/ 
i)y faWklt^Mitfg^ibiiKtbiag fii'Mfeu/of 
yvhat we wiih for or expeft to^di a$ 
chiidreii who cry for a watch are ajp* 
peafed by an ap^le^ aad if we judge 
fmm demcmftratioft, it appears that her 
artifices are as fuccefsful as thofe prac* 
fifed on chil^Uh ignorance* - She has 
cfifecJtuaUy c^riTjnced her c^fciples that 
there are fo many fuccedahenms for svU 
forts of virtues, as ren^r the tfedipus 
^quifitioR of the genuine uftnecefljiry^ 
^4 Ibcftnge and incredible as if, Iqe^n^^ 
it may ff^feiy be affer^ted that therd is nd 
pne moral quality ^ow held efleridally 
requifite to the maintenance of a'^odd 
character. ' 

To judge of the truth or falfliood of 
this afiertion, let thofe who* will take 
the trouble of exjunining it,' obferte 

the 



the dHKJnguSbtdy tte tk^^\i^'pkt 6f 
the W0#ia« Xh^'wiU.fc^ ^c^er 
that mi^n ii^^feofe iebAd:u[3i d^fie^ ja&kt 
attam the higbefifrAil^ *i»oJ%! impt^rtariit 
eAceiy iJtot ib^ .>MiEn^u ^f^fidUeii honor 
is trotted b^^e 4DClle<^ ftxWttfemer^ re^ 
fp^<% tlldn.^ of> f^l^s Teputationv 
4iid tlpL&t all k4lads of imtm^erdhce are 
.alkxMd GOtv&ileiU: wbli'a ioddifli ^ha^ 
j»q(9%r«^ 'A qUi^4ML theh^haltirally ai<ifi^; 
Wtet t^ilir efi^a: Cht^ flnmgk itcondKa^ 
,fu»i iM^Whui >€«4I iivp^)^ the want t^ 
i^t^rify/^ 4&hAftity? I anftrer^^Ntk 
riling dalij'tldt ftbWembfoge @f aliothef 

,4f^pi«^^ %t adMiffiSti ftxnetyi 

^|Bat 4*^ -we; inay Jiiiiigje f aii\ly ^kear what 
j|)^-^hj|fn,^6a of fi^fertflfn j>* to fay*, 

^ti& tru«, it is. a fad thing *^tijere i 
iiikai> ^^ ^^^ .^e^ioefe to pur&e the 
j?igljt;pai^, he i6 cfertaiu?y ddfepvlrig'of 
4i>j;M^P9iftpafli»>^:^^^^ (}afe of Lkxtri 

particularly claiins it, for he has thft 
-: M 4 bc£t 



«4» TTH^ fW^S£^ CN<V^?^V1^ 
bcft^Ftin the worlc|.~C^i^ ym.^t^ 

of liis' cM%n. J^frfud^ tnid^fi??f>9 Ha 
contra^ng.^ebts he. cf^Pfft^r^j^j. 
charge, and ruin, tlje Mduftridu?^ rfc^)-^'q 
luxury ?i-r^!^ue, t^rtjben /^^eft yjjj, 
the humanity piT LaiLysr-^ n^vtf heu^^ 

pany with l^s^tws^hijj^urfe,^|i^ ^ ^1^^ 
opctw-aU were welco^i'e'to^his t^]i^^, 
his' influence- has 'f^:«|q^u^l^,fay^^ 
lives of makfaftoi>-|4Q^lIiort^,the |»c^ , 
he has done wouldt atone {fx^ ^-AJ^^^in- 
l^bt fOj'thou la(kiotiable,moralift-77l^-y. 
ps, i own, ht« apijeareid g^nerjgi^g^ j^j^ 
he wa»only:fi> in appearaat^— ^as^^oj^,. 
his" generofity robbery w^n ^fi^ ^i^-Sifl 
t^ie property ttf anoth€i:'?--;|iis,c«;s^]j^ ,, 
^00 was weaknefs fince* he jfelc (po rjfe ji 
mdtfc iq AifTering a family t^ beg >tb)^,, 
bread he with-held from then;^^ at^ . 
kis butnanity in faviDg,^e lives jctfinale;,. , 
•' • "' ' '. , ' faftora 



jfkftbi^ ''^^ai' flagrant injurfipe to tfee "l^^^^ 




aiidi Ittfe'fefore' iii itlelf and"iti\conie 
quences equally vicious.' Would joilj 
pirove'thefgoodheft of'his'lieart,.pro^^^ ^ 
that he cohfcientiouftr praftifed forWr-^. 
atfc6 left: he flioula mv<wv6 otl|ers,in^ 
diin'^fs or infringe the laws of integ^-itj^,; ,. 
prbVe that he difcliarged his debts, an^d. . 
that juftice^ not bftentation or chei?iflie<Jj 
weaknfefs guided liis liberality — in (horr^j| 
you iiiuift prove that he was an honcft. 
man btfore you can boaft the gopdncfsi/j 
of fttk heart, i ^u 

ftut furely, fays the ifophift, you cau-\^^ 
not be equaffy fevei-e on Calistat— ^ul 
iheha^ failed' but in one point— ^e;r^.^t 
is no complication in her error— Ih'e un-. ;^ 
fbrtunateljr prefered the elegant aqcoxn- ,, 
pliftied^Lotliario to heir hufb^nd,AUa^. .; 
moht^ and has fallen a yidlin; tp,,^^-.>'.j 
tr^me fenfibility. ' TRiis preference can 
M 5 hardly 
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bardiy d^rvc the «pkbet x)f crifiuaal^ 
£ncekasx>ie from aio7eu>f:eiccadlafiGe 

and it is the aimaMi0 part'i>f ^her misd 
that expofed he^ to^the ei^^w fterjkft 
unhappily hWcn mtiBi fi^rtlMrff kutt 
iji tbe i^iM a ^oitbief -^omi^^'t|dft 
OKfia/ the b^ msftrelb;- tborkindeft 
friend^ tht tehdereft ttMCtor i ^iiei0ii» 
^d cMnpaffionace lo ^1^ mid) exMHrndf 
lenient to the foulu of othciSy fte is; 
imiveffally belov^ mdi^itiedi; J i' iti 
^ May. I never be wanti^'iff^y to 
the frailty of huomn n^ture^HHiiy I be 
fecured from th^t dangerous fitdafcioft 
which obliges or inclines us to idivef.the 
Vicious in fjnte of o^irreafoqj Hand msy 
the many in Califtd's circuqifiawell^cand 
with her plea of ien£ft>ility, be bidught 
to that repentance whidi alonfe can re> 
ftore their true' peace. As the ' number 
of feccders from virtue's ftandard' can 
never juftify the dcfeitic»f, (b ^ iio en- 
dowments^ 



tkebrtii^^dionQ^^ n^ can..tbis,;g{iai> : 
dsan oljourpeafic andotemalhappmcfs^* 
^gnify MDth the titte el ' hftfc ndheffenlv 
t]to& ttfimcMAo^WHT to aimiEiiatr then 

^ltlMfeix:rafiMifR.iwlio go fabtMt.toa per- 

cQfvtK^sich^rrii9ki€& they ini(y;!//oner 
noiSbiir isrtbe. tendei^efi^ die gBnefa*- 

/^^Cbdid^wilb i^orm nsk^-Ae ck>ath^ 
4be B£df^# Ad M4s the hungry, fhe 
comfertsh tbe . widoif ^ and fiipports the^ 
wphop.'-^Trye^ ^wid yep I^ deny that 
ealiftai.:ii eif^j^^endeft S^^^oxa^ or 
M 6« . eom* 
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cempaffionate^ She may be of' a ilex* 

ih tempfcr^uwmrm ipaffions^ md quick 

fei^btliejr^ butiitvlmie b:^tbi9 testdemds^ 

or gan^(»fity of a womaa.ifvho can 4^^^ 

fiberately ru&a tke i^ce* of a- woixbjr 

man to Mrbom &t hM vwiei M^itfjr^Sb 

She^sould hear himy:>m d^e^a^iiyiio^ 

his^JMl, tandrnddi Tiftoodsnof ^qsauis uimk 

prof^ch hier mt&licrsrkiehgri to^ddmiavA 

to hi$'. iniiooeiit: v cbik]iei»€^iie'^ iararnt 

theiinjSii?^: bepredS&qd^oandiflifif^iiEbiH 

. fied bti^lfiit0[rhicu9io^nrtam ixf 

iaying^tSia|\ourD9flfa&li>ntoma]^ ntdcgu^ 

own power*.- ; J • ■ ;>.>' .i.-au 3C it^ijj^d 

That vif tue^nd. vice m^: ixtf^nley 

may inhabk the fame heasir/ ii^tf ibilacy 

too abfiflrd'to be combated> and^ftoo 

noxious to be wiftied a truth ; but yet in 

this age^ which has fo much to bOafl, 

which has contributed fo greatly. to the 

extenfion of fcience^ and increafed the 

ftock of intelledual delight, this fallacy 

is rcceived^ with the credit due to eftab* 

liihed 
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lifhedo and moMtroY^rtible'ideniotoftra- 
tioiu ^ 'TiM a^ refonpiatiYAviii^Thfr ^ei^ 
cukrt lakes p^ce^ and^'till^e 3iS^6itim^ 
rightr:of tfainki(Dgp.fi3r ouitfelrefiQ tJiicsbnii 
trokd by ilaviih'&&ioiiy wkont is tO-be 
obfcrved' fireqoendjr maikei thr Iwfti'fe- 
verfedimt.of maokind iber pbUiflier^/ 
Ikde Jauope cao^beoditcctanitfdiJDftMiind^ 
ihcAt ia one mAvak Qhan^&JDtj 7 Oust^^mdti 
B^ULf: have grMiJ^npskledge^andtouc wo-^ 
mdn:gcelttjac$o(iipliflKt3icnts^ butifth^yi 
are defid^t ia tfaeyecyi ptainland intdi 
ligibks fidenfire <rf :£faxaBBanicy;:^tfae^n&id4 
better be immured in the Cimeriiro^ark^ 
9eiA x>f • V^^pm&a . than ia pofifeffioa o£ 
koAwlfedge viUch canoxily hup up coa*^ 
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We fee alio the itign or tyranny of cufiom wliat u n. 

..SIR. \ : .. ..:.; 

I MARRIED a i*ife *f XHit^^ht 
more untii^py my ft»— foil ^fri&i 
perfkaps %•— feul.fioif fo i»lth«>^P*9' 
no rhesus repfeht, bw tls- 1 #ito'fo-'ttd 
creafe my i^^enx^ her agallft^tJfl^Vltf 
when ^ the feafdn df^ love ft no idbttnl^ 
and ihe is young, docile, and g6od^i^ 
tured, I am deter onned t^eiAcB^WfUt 
the eiadi&ition of the foHiits I fte^fj^ri^ 
ing up in her mind, and&ft}I,^^^]l^ W 
periodical publication fubfifts <and ma^ 
this mode of inftruftion be pu^fued as 
long as vice and folly reign) majceitthe- 
\ chicle of my fentiments, preferring it 
as preventing ufelefs altercation,, anid as 
it is^a fccurity againft the.anintofity 

^hich 
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which verbal reprehenfion is apt to cx- 
cite» W« can write much, tmtt coolly 
dian wecan Q>eak; wchave the power 
of revifipn andcorreftion, and it requires 
a degree of hardened rancor thus deli- 
berktefy to do mifchief, to which I hope 
few people have attained. 
. JifjE. wi^ :l married from a country 
vi|isi^^afKL^#4^/> Itnmediately on our 
QOturiage librought her to town^ and we'^ 
fa^e^Bow Ipe^^i fortnight in equipping^ 
^RfdkeS'lQr like (bcfctjr aiid* pleafure^ 
thif ^i(lgSrP>f9t:i^^^^ffi>fd$« Two care- 
leji . I)^$^gt ^^^e hardly ever in a , fiate 
9KflX^ dpfffoaohtngtti felicity; but as the 
e^ie l^li^jy ettp>y docs not deprive pie o£ 
the ;tfifikipativ^ powferof forefight, I anx 
fref^ntly in the midft of gaify thought* 
foly^ aftd felddm more fo than when I 
ccmtemplate tho evii I addrefs you on. 

Some firiend^y to whom fiie appfied on: 
her arrival^ have been fa kind as to recom- 
mend to my wife the various?. artificers' 
seceflary to her drefs and decoration^ of 

which 
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which clafs of . gentry fbe. bg^ ,fi « 4nifft^' ^ 
kvee, which nothings b^<:/[|<j|l4ftpsi^tajt> 
fpeedy end ji}.akcai..,fi^gfwjtJ|l^ 
amongft her oucaerpu^ 9M:^aR^!)I a^^f 
furprifed at the paucity. o£ feaHJeiU'riShfer^ 
is called frocn |the t;>rjcakfi|iftr(^ble:^*j|&w l 
Cheveux the hair-fjfefljcr, JV^^.i&^ilso.;: 
the {tay-maker, and M^. S^D^sslj^g; i:dief i ^ 
holier; I fcarcely ever. h,car a Affir.orti .» 
JliI/}announced« Imentione4.tbi0-Sngu>* '-. 
larity to my wife, it hadnptoccim^itoh: ^ 
her before;, on her ow%€;iu]ai<n!^an itac^ 
appeared that more than thF|^*fb^f<]hs^o^a<i 
thofc employed by her w;ejre oiE^the^««[ude.i:)^ 
fex — they were, howevexi all recom-rjq 
mended by very, worthy p^opfe, /and?;. 
therefore no obje(^on muft he m^dc to 
them* ^ ii!i>i.>-iu li 

With due refpeft to theft very .worthy t' 
people, I IhaH;^ however, vientuce to re'^^ ^ 
probate the praftice of epiployingjncB 
imneceflarily about the peifofisof iwo^. ; • 
men. A man-holier is confulted about . 

th^.. 



tlie:fiWof*a'lady^'fteckihg---this I fay, 
in^^fpwc se«Pfi(ftibft ahd cul!tom^ indc- 
iicaciJ in a |^feae *fe^eU4et the trade at 
lafg9 betdgirtfedtin by men, but let every 
ladf have di* .f>rivilege of applying to 
one^' her <yWn ict when ' (he befpeaks 
ordniys*tlie»i(- A^flioemaker rhutf be of 
the^xiteljB'fpeeite, i/dcadfe thakinglhbe^ 
is work*Vrkfit^fdrWomeiif,^!fd there' is a 
foi«J#fdehCc-!tt th* btifinefs) but, in 
cosanUm>lenfe and decency^" why is- igt 
man ia>*itft»y4ha? btfeupdtiotl of.dreflmg 
haiiQ?2ctrWbfe -^^6rf MAicnit ai cap was; a? 
veryljfew^^ agb-, hd:d to be'impro-- 
per-rbUltbe^adies of this ehlightehed' 
age:»havoreafonaMy determined that, as 
if is- fifafi«h0i3ghtf 'indecarous for a he 
hair-dreffer -(or half a dozen he hair- 
dreffersp 'if "di-fe^ietiuW be employed at 
once) cx>tfe6iitiifemf bafre-headsid, fo no 
blame: ca)tibfe»afl?i^d tothe praftice of 
appearing>m'piiblk without a h^ad-drefs; 
- -.- o*\^'.'- • -• '''-- ■■' There 
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There is one argucneptl iCi^tfs ^wA 
tne in my wifh to put the tf^e^of tho 
fiifinr mto female ^haads; ftnd this n, 
that it is a buiine^ in which a coiifidera» 
Iple portion of l^odily ftreagih is^neceffiki^ 
to fupport the fat; gud l$f iU: A: womw 
cannot run half the to\yn over^ 4nd f^$nd 
above half the ^ day befide^ aiid unlefs 
(he could do that her cuftom woiild not 
in tbefe times nMinjCsiin'her, This oer^ 
tainly is Come juftiftp^tim of H very odi^ 
ous praftice» and in this inftahce^ per4 
haps> we mufi yield ;^ but would anjif 
body^ with pro^r fentimenes.ef right 
and wrengj believe. tha^ a lady of hono^ 
and delicacy wowlli Iherally throw Ihcr-» 
felf into the arms of a he^ftaymaJcer, 
when it is coniidered that iht occupatida 
requires not only making but fitling .^— • 
that file ihould appear h^lf undreft hk^ 
fore a man-whbm fhc never faw till now ? 
-ir-The more I think on this particular 
die more I deteft theprafticc — my wife 

muft 



muft^iv€i ^p the p<Hnt^ or v^erily' flw. 
ih^U troop (Jown to her owo muntrf 
agabj ai|d thfiitj I believe, would be no 
fmall punlfliinent now that (he kasjuil 
)iad a taile of the Mts>x\^m% j^afuris 
of a pl^e ihe never .yifited befirte^otiwl 
all young wwnen loag to file. 

But I was gptj[ig to give you a cata-* 
logvje ^f the perfonal hetanrtifkrers that 
frequent our houfe, and are neceflkry to 
my wife's mating her ftppeai5anie.; jmd 
really when a lady refl^^^s pn it^ aind 
fees tp what die appa^rently trifling parti* 
cular pf enptploying a man inftead of ,a 
woman aiimynts^ I think £he muft )x 
Rocked at it. . My wife, who does no 
more than the generality of perfons in 
her jftation, has in her fervice, at thisr 
moment, a hair-drefler, a perfumer, a 
"ftay maker, a mantua-raaker,. a boficr, 
and a fhoemaker, all of the male fex ;. 
and the other day when i walkcsd vvitli 
her, and Ihe called om^her. linen-draper,, 

her 
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her haberdaiher, and her glover, I obr 
fervid thait^hflcdesilifigs wer^ whollj :arit;|)r 
men; : Aii©\'^e:(all:^ til: ^ifpl^fcd^c .1:9^ 
hear a ^nice youngfeUpw, with^iJ^ead 
like a cauliflower, difcanting on th/e fu-- 
perior ei^eUence of a new-invented gar* 
ter, and to fee, as wis pafled along Ta-* 
viflock-ftreetymen failing about theihep 
with caps and aprons to fliew to cu^ 
comers* ^ .^' . j ; 

Yet, bad as thfe praftice is, s^id evil' 
as ks.tetidiQiiey ii^^fi 4)6^ Ird4>Ja9t ^ert 
tbat itji^s hitlx€rtoinju^4-,?j>y;jj^i^'s-jde-^ 
Bcaey, for, ftrai^e faK:qji6^en<;j;t^Jtho^ 
her whole perfoa is piecf-^o:^ the pro« 
vince of her artifts*,,th&^aym^]iL^ ^^ 
not fee her iho?s trie«t,.nor th« Jiair- 
dreffler. be. p^ejiens; p,t .tb? .ijt^?ig.^(jjF a- 

gown. . . ■ . ... ^ ,. - .^E.'n...:^ 

1( yoa love decency jr> good ,,P^aros,^ 
print this, though I know it is very ill 
written-— I am no adept . at comppfition, 
but fucb provocation as thi^ an evil. 

. which 
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whict threatens.^owifequencesicwmar- 
jded men like to think on, would put a 
pen — ^I was going to fay, into the hand 
pf a ftone* 

I atoj Sir, 

^ - ^ / Vour's, &c. 

. >THEjyftice of the above complaint 
cannot be denied, and I (hould rejoice 
:^ery much were k in my power to work 
tc rcformatipn in this part of female oeco- 
nomics. It gives great offence to feri* 
4)US' tnjCtt when they -find their wives and 
* (daughters furrpunded by f\3ch perfons 
" jas theft. An Englilhman can have little 
^ ^bo^5n his mind who fubmits to the ef- 
feminate employment of a hair*dreffcr^ 
br mantua-maker, and yet fueh are ad- 
mitted into the inmoft reoefles of our 
'ifotif^; they ate: made familiar by their 
*cm][jloyers,' and if the liberties; they take 
We confined to their converfttion, the 

lady 
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IfAy dde6 ri^ cdinpkki. But pt^ and 
abovt the ln<i6hVenience refuUing fropi . 
. thk pfaCtiee, which my corrcfponde^nt - 
points out^ diere are many fcriops eyili ; 
to be prognbfticatcd. I believ^^tliei^.:: 
never was a time when more young ^fl?;/\ 
men 'Were d^ilitute of the meMj^jOJt^^y 
getting a living, and it Is thus tQ Ijj^^f-/; 
eounted fbn A mian in a profeffion, or,.^ 
with ao Income for lifeji lives exp^(iv||^jr ,j, 
without rdgard to the iiitereils of bis vfife.-^u 
and children : he dies or ^^ a JP^/^'^^:; ; 
the Ton, iiP iriduftrSous, may^jflri^le;^^^ 
the daughters 'mutt be placid ojLjt :^;^h^^..{ 
ettnf^agant education they hqye /^r , > 
ceived muft be carried to market ;(^^ijL,^^ 
well if their beauty Is not) tuf as t^r, 
town is ' alm^ over^rtiti with fchools> 
and tSl young wdmen in this fituafion 
Sekjk towards the poft of governefs^ 
either in^ tKem or in a private family, 
there is more than a plentiful fupply of 
foch'teaefecFSb Female ingenuity might 

then 
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then be well employed and rewarded in 
the fever il trades rieceffaify- to femate 
df dS ;* &tit kere the mien have foreftallcd 
them. A poori delHiucey in^inous girl 
determines on the trade of a milliner. 
She waits on her friends to requeft their 
fypport,^ hnd is^ wkh tnbdera politeneiVf 
tDld bjr the DuchefS ^ * ** * * * that 
fte Aouid be hij^ to^ ferve her, but that 
flie is' (6 ' engaged to a blaqk man, who^ 
ilelighced her by trimming her birth* 
•dft^ ftiit^ that flie^ cannot change. SMch 
«eth^ mortifications to which (he is ex*^ 
pofed : 4,t length diicdnraged and heart* 
Icfsi ihe tJikiki l^erfelf ejtcufed ^^ for- 
fafcing the paths of reftirade, by the 
*€<mvidion that virtuous indnftry ha& no^ 
chance 0f fuccdlu 
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; *. Ingratitude'^ ii weed of eVVjr clime. * 

JU STIC.E is a virtue, in the prefif^: 
vation of which all mankhiiii'are 
eonceraed ; Sind indeed fte has' the power 
of interefting us in her favor aUove 
all other moral qualilies I iimverfal dis- 
approbation follows the bfringement of 
her laws, and univerfal Credit w acquired: 
by the exa^ pbffjrxance jbf thtnu ^: ^ 
- Put we are never more endmofed of 
tills right-judging dame, than ^hen. we* 
fee her employed in infliAihg due ptf^-. 
niihment on offences uncogdi^aUe |>y> 
liuman judicature : as in a virtuous com- 
munity an injury fuftained by an indi. 
vidual is felt by the whole body, we 
,<njoy without guilt or remorfe all that 
^an be pleafant in revenge, while we fee 

this 
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this defender of ourirights thus rindf*- 
eating the opprefled.--^In the firm per>- 
fuafion'thatmjrieadew jbin myopinioa^ 
I prefent them wiA the following rela^ 
tion of an occurrence which happened a 
few years ago in a weftcrn county of thia 
kingdo;n» 

EuGBNio w»$ the fon of a gentleman 
of wealth, who beftowcd on him an 
-education fuited to the rank he was to 
fill in life, indulged by a very liberal 
expencc his propenfity to learning, and 
hoping that his intereft would procure 
him an eilabliihment complied with his 
requeft to be placed in the church. On 
his return from the Univerfity he became 
acquainted with the daughter of a neigh- 
boring gentleman^ a womdn of great 
beauty, and no lefs. merit: he men- 
tioned her to his father as the only 
acquifition wanting to complete his 
profpedt of happinefs^ and obtained his 
» petmifiion to make her an offer of 
marriage as foon as ike flniuld return 
VOL. II. .N fro.n 
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£tam<a viflt to»fln aunt^ who unexpe&edly 
•decakttd berin London. - Jkrt 4>e6(ffi6 
Ae wctttned^ Eugelib'^'ikber raeeivod 
iriedlfgeiice^ from His eftates^ Ufiiiofa k^ 
in the WerftnlndieSy that a rhufrieaQC 
luld anntfailated all iits. polleffioos. Tim 
news^ affliAingas itwas^ opprefied ^od 
ttit ib ht^Hy as Ettgrcao : it Mailed 
odl liis hopes^ it forced Um to reooumce 
oall the bleffings be had within fals 
ifeaehi, ^aod by thus tliwarting him in 
Qiis outfet rediaced him almofttotkfpaif* 
'In a ihort time, however, reafon /r^* 
4fftoed her JEimdion, and the ncceffity^di^ 
ffkduifayfanimated him : he bufied bim* 
fAiin the Settlement .of kis fiatherrs af- 
-faih^ and haviiag fo«djttfted Acmes io 
^make rhis fitoation not comfortk&, be 
Ibiteited cmpioymeilt for bknielf^ ^aad 
^obfained axuxac^ in; fhediett^^oiHUiy* 

Btarthe«oft(griQV0a8 part t>f hits Aif- 

^erifSgsiMtt that which obliged ^bim to 

velhuyoifhUsiiope of obiaintog Maria : 

had he ^bem «crtain of bor baiid^ bis 

notions 



libnons of lo^ and honor Would not 
have allowed him to folicit it: his for« 
tune was ruined ; be could not maintain 
her as ike deferVed> and his refoiutioil 
to prefer her eafe to his own gratifica« 
tion made him quit the country before 
flie arrived* 

.His fituation at his xmtMf Mras fuch as 
in a great meafure reconciled him to his 
lot% His income was narrow^ but it Was 
in a cheap country ; and as the incum« 
bent rcfided on theiiving, and after a 
faw months acquaintance invited him to 
board at his houfe, where he had the 
comfort of (bciety^ he thought he had 
no reaibn to complaio^ The iincerity of 
his love for Maria made him rejoice at 
hearing from a friend who knew his 
f^ffion^ that (he'was difpofed of to her 
great fatis&^fbion, and Eugenio refolved> 
if poffible, to retain ao more memory 
of her than was confident with his peace^ 
but gratefully and chearfuUy to enjoy 
• N 2 what- 
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whatever emendations his fortune might 
meet with,. 

Tlie clergyman, whofe duty he was 
retained to cafe, had a y^iSc and i daugh- 
ter, the former of whom. recommended 
herfelf by domeftic excellence, and the 
latter by a perfon and deportment neither 
homely nor nidic. The kindnefs be met 
with from them attached him^to them; 
and at the end of two years he was not 
difpleafed, by a perfuaficm thatPruden- 
tia, hit friend's daughter,* ettdert^titied 
more than an ordinary regard for him* 
She was a woman, it mufl be confelTed, 
as much inferior to Maria in perfonal 
and acquired elegance as m lituation, but 
Ihe had the qualities efTential-in domedic 
comfort, great good nature, induftry, 
and ingenuity ; thefe . wexe fet ojflr by an 
underfbnding not contemptible^ tfnd a 
face that bad elevated her often to a^ 
race-toaft* . . 

Before 
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Bdfore^Eogenid, however, would make 
any advances towards a union with Ticr> 
he Tenfewed "hi« folicitations among his 
friends for a permanent eflablifhttient in 
the church : iu this he fucceeded fo far 
as to get a promife of a living of the 
yearly value of 200I; on the death of a 
very old incumbents He now revealed 
hiswiflies to the father of Prudentia, 
who heard him with evident joy, ac?- 
knowledged the alliance of fuch a fa- 
mily an honor, and having candidly told 
huHfhe had nothing to give his daugh* 
ter^iand obtained Eugenio's word that 
hi?.wo>uld not urge the marriage- 'till hd 
flbould be in adfcual poffeffion of his liv- 
ying,' he gave him leave to declare him* 
fplf. This Eugenio did at the firft op- 
portunity : Prudentia received his avowal 
with tears of gratitude ; (he confidered it 
a^ companion to the love (he knew Ihe 
could not have effedtually concealed, and 
N 3-. gave 
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gave Eugenio Her promSfe th^t Abthing 
fhpuid ever fliake her offeStioni-. 

In the interval between this time ahd tlife 
death our couple waited for, fiugenio'k 
father received from a friend in that part 
o^ the world, where his paternal iiihe'^ 
ritance had once fubfifted, a letter Which 
very much embarrafled him : it con- 
tained expreflions of wonder at his neVet 
having heard from him fitice the fatal 
hurricane, but it fpoke of his plantation^ 
as recovering from the damage thiy 
had jfuftained, and as being in better coh-^ 
ditibn than almoft any oh the i!laiidl 
Eugenib was iitimediately fcht for tb heV^ 
to develope this myftery : a Kttle confi* 
deration induced a fufpicion, that the ca- ' 
!amitous news fent over was an exaggeras 
tion of the misfortune, and that the agfent 
on the eftate, who had always in his let- 
ters diffuaded his principal from vifitittg 
it, was enriching himfelf by the pfopi^rty 
of bis mafter, whom nothing could how 

re drain 
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reftrain from going thither by the next 
fliipi In lefs than three months Eugenib 
had the happinefs of hearing that hi^ 
fiither was reinftated in his former pof- 
fcffions^ and was then able to do for him 
whatever he could have expefted in their 
moft profperous days : a confideraWa 
remittance accompanied the letter ; and 
the high fpirits in which his father feemed 
to write completed Eugenio's joy. The 
feme poft brought him a prefentatioft 
to the living he had been nominated to, 
and he felt Himfelf again in affluence. 

This fudden revcrfe of fortune caft a 
gloom on the mind of Prudentia ; ahd 
when Eugenio, before his departure for 
London, whither be was now called, 
took leave of her, fhe confefled her 
fears that he niuft regard her as a wife 
beneath him, and who might difgrace 
his fituation ; thefe apprehenfibns his 
generofity foon removed ; he renewed 
his promifcs to her, toM her his pleafure 
N 4 wa5 
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Iharing; it ; 9fi^j\i^^, herr of i Ji^i% liifi^^ 

vras difp^chfd in a fpw, yml/i^mi ^ 
WOVlld not. fuflfer hioai^lf to be, temp^te^ 
ix> any thipg^ that mig^c dcts^ia him^^ bfjt 
jK^ponjed fU yifit^ tq his ;frie|^4?>7?fl^ 
-whatever ,eould ^tnufe hixi^^'dVJ. ^q^cq^^ 
iatrpdiice his wife to.theipetFc^p^^ ^ jp 
the cveping of the daypn.wbicl^i^fJo^fl 
bis\b«fincf&, :b? fet pff qiJo^k\f^SJ5fl' 
£$arful l«(l Prudentials fears p^htf ggi^p 
dift^i^b^ker, jmd defiroua^flf'glviijg^l^^r 
^yery proof of the moft generous 2^^^^^. : 
he reached his place of deftinat^^p^jn 
the forenoon of the next day ; anrf^vvitli 
heart-fek fatisfadion entered a Ijoufe 
from which no chapge of forl:\^{^ c^ij^^d 
alieaate his ^ife6tion» .,,,^ :. 

Prudentials father and mother were 
the only perfons in the room he firft 
entered : he tboug]^t tbei^, furp;;ife,ex- 
ceed^d their joy at his return ; h^ faw a 

ftrangeneft 
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firangenefs 10 tbdr Iboks,- atid from the 
frigidity of their replies to all he faid, 
he conjedtured fbmethihg amifs ; but as 
it might be what he had no concern in^ 
he enquired for Prudentia, arid hearing 
flie was in her drdfing-room went thi- 
ther inftantly. Here his reception was 
not much more cordial : flie feemed 
confounded at his approach, and dif- 
pleafed to be thus unawares vifited : the 
floor was covered with linen which flic 
i;<ras cutting out, rolls of filk lay on the 
chairs, and finery, very ill correfpond* 
ing with the manner in which they had 
agreed to fet out, was difperfed all 
round the room. 

.. Not knowing, after the repulfe her 
looks had given him, how proper ex- 
preflions, fuch as his joy diftated, might 
be, he told her he was afraid fome un- 
toward accident had diftutbed her fa- 
ther and mother, and that he fliould be 
unfpeakably forry if it was any that 
N 5 ex- 
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cfxtendcd t6 Ticf, and ^ich he «mlA 
not remedy : hec torife of vofee and re^ 
ftraincd utterance ' alatmed liith, and 
he begged td know What had wrought 
Ais firddert change- ih-her and htt 
ftlttidi. She then, iti a iiianner th^ 
winced hei" coni4ueff bver' het fbrrtie? 
f6ntiments, informed liim that foon aftef 
he kft het flie hadtecehred pfof)ofah 
frbtn* i batoti^t in the neighboi-hood> 
withwhoth'ihe had atddentafly dancbd'i 
that is his rink diitf fortune wtfrfe^fat 
Beyond any ihe had yet beto offfererf, 
her parents sfdvifed hef not to rcjtSt 
hltn'i Ihe added, tiiat hier ton4:rcnce 
obliged her to a ftrift obferVahtc of her 
fflikl duty, that thetefoit atf pfelifni- 
naries ^Vere adjufted, 'and fhfe htfftflf 
bulied in preparing for the v^feddtri^, 
M which i day in the enfuHig Week 
was appointed. 

No one will 'afk me to defer Ibe* what 

Eugenio felt at hearing this explanation 

I • of 



of the odd manner he had been de- 
ceived in^-^In proportion to his natural 
idbhorrence of ingi^atitude was hiS' in:*- 
dignation: at this matchlefa inftance of 
it :— <oiiipaffiott for the' fex of her- 
who had thus^ betrayed hiin, ind con- 
tempt of het^ who could be guiky- of 
fuch bafcnefe^ kept him filent: he- 
fcomed to- reproach her, he was too* 
much enraged to reafon with her^ and 
now could Ihe have rccailed her in- 
famous confcnt, and^ had been dcfirou^ 
pf'TCturdlng to het^ firft engagement^- 
^d had fltc brought with her wealth 
atid beauty beyond ima^rmttiohj. ihe- 
would have ftjjii)l?cated Eugettia in* Tuin. • 
pc quitted tftiehiotrfe inftantly, without*' 
^fefiixg her father arwd mother^ and re- 
tired to a friend^s in the neighborhood*^ 
From this place he wrote to Prudentials 
father refrgriTrtg ^his curacy and affi 
eonn:e!3?ion, and defiring whatever wai 
his property might be fent to him, 

N 6 On 
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. On the fccond day afi^er this afioniih* 
ing evenf, and ]l>efor.e he haddetwmU. 
ned what courfe to fteer, |ie receivcdja^ 
Tifit from a gentleman he had i^verbe^ 
fore fcen: it was Prudcntia's _ titled 
lover. He had heard what was now 
become the town-talk^ and having 4^il' 
fatisfaaorrly, proved that he had ignore 
rantly fupplanted him who, h^d.a^pnor. 
right, he begged to learn the particulars 
of the lady's c6ndu& froin .£\^en;o^ 
^ho without acrimony or paffipnTjeUtc^: 
the circumftances of his ac^yajpfii^cje; 
with Prudentia*, .The hdx^^t^ ;tffgi^ 
much a jpaan of honor to accept, ;fvf:h 
a wife^ requefted the ufe of .pqi^ icji^. 
and paper» and inftandy fent . her art 
adieu conceived in terms of the jutmoit 
indignation and. contempt. ,. 

In the evening of the fame day £u* 

genio fet out fpr the houfe of that 

friend who had been the confidant of 

, lus attachment to Maria^ and was afreCh 

mor- 
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mdrtifiedby ob£prvIng fKat Hortenfius 
met him with referyc and jthynefs. ? Hej 
had dtfiigned to' remain witH him,, fof a 
day or two, but the welcome he re- 
ceived hardly tempted hitri.to ;an hour's 
flay. In the courfe. of an embarraffed 
converfation, Hortenfius afked , after 
Fhld^tia^ with whom, by his corref- 
pdndence with Eugenio, he had become 
acquainted. As fpon as he had heard 
the cataftrophe of their connexion, .Hof- 
te;ifius with a countenance very different 
frdm that be had yet worn towards his 
friend, heartily congratulated him on 
his being now at liberty to offer his 
hand where his firft affeftions were 
placed.— -I told you, continued he, t^at 
Maria was difpofed of to her fatisfac* 
tion — ^I told you the truth, for her fa- 
ther fent her to my wife with whom 
flie now is, and who Ihall immediately 
introduce you to her. 
Not to weary my readers with a 

minute 
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mJiMI^ detail of ciBe cmcl<afioft to whkdl 
Aey already fee my florf trends/ 1 ihaJI 
€toly ftty ibM Marian kft t!h« ]bi>ufe ;^ 
Hdrtenfkis the wik of EugeHio^ ^/viba 
ki tWis complietion of his iiril-fonned 
wiiUb^s . fxK^ot^ ail bis misfoKuoes and 
difappointments. • 

• One day in the etifuing winter wheii 
Eugenio and Mam were in 'L&ndGa^ 
the former had occafion to call at the 
houfe of a gentleman to whom he w«i 
not perfonally known^ Me knocked ^ 
thte door, and faw that the perfon.wha 
opened it and feid hfcr matter was from 
home^ was Prudentia. She. was left 
aftonllhed but more perplexed, ani 
jfeenied looking for fottxe plac^to-hide 
hcrfelf in ;* but Eugenio*s ciafioity wookl 
not fnffer her to go till ihe had tol* 
him what gradation had brought her 
to 4b fcrvile a ftate : ftie began by ac^ 
knowledging, in the moft fubiaifiiv^ 
terms, the bafehefs that had driven him 

from 



fstf armed Mm th^t lier^ther, iinaWe 
M Aaftd the rJdiCule and cbntempt tJrey 
fti(^ "w^, had refigrtfed fei^ liT^ilg arid 
retired « one much fmaHei* in ^ diftattt 
fyart of J£«gland : th* life ine^ie - be^ 
iirg too ftrak tomaiiitaih his ftmSy die 
tras forced to leave hter itomb and' feeft 
hflf living m fervitude: flid haid lieatd * 
6f 'Eitigeirio's^ mitrrfaige^ ^and fto*ir, tvith 
ail the Idwfinds cS hufWbltfd i*idi&,' lib- 
treated thatftie might be receivcld- a** 
fervant in his family. This Eugenio 
could not kcquiefce ip; he promifed 
flie flionld hear from him, and left her. 
When he got home he told Maria 
what had happened. Incenfed as Ihe 
juftly was before, now that (he heard of 
this humiliation, ^fhe would Have fent 
for her and alleviated her diftrefs, but 
Eugenio oppofed it. He entertained no 
refentment againfl Frudentia^ who had 

beea 
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been the fortyitous caufe of incfeafing 
lids' happinefs;^ but he could not think 
of admitting into his houfe, after he was 
married, a wonian for whom he had 
once, entertained a paffion. He wrote 
to her father^ and to her, afluring them 
of hia endeavors i^r them, and in aiew 
months had the fatisfafbion of procuring, 
for his quondam patron, a fituation 
which npt only enabled him to recall 
his daughter, but to make, a competent 
proyifion for her fubfiftence ^fter his 
deceafe. 
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< • Abijsnce of occupation is not reft,, 
A mi|i<| quite vacant Is a miiid diflreii:.' * 

CoWJPER. 

IT has frequently been obfetved that 
evejry man, ^hovVever lucrative or 
plcafent his profeffion, looks forward' to 
that time when his labor Ihall no longer 
b^ necefiary to himfelf, when he ihall 
be permitted to enjoy the fruits of for- 
mer induftry, and to fpend the re- 
mainder of his days in folitude and rc-^ 
tirement. Whether this propensity re- 
fults from the vis inertia of the mind of 
man, or that being endued with' the 
powers of reafon he is delighted with 
the exercife of the intelledxial facultie.s,, 
and therefore wifties for that ceff^tion 
of worldly concerns which leaves the 
thoughts free for meditation and re- 

ilej(;^nj| 
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fr^cft, and a moft irkfoiile exchange ; and 
this it was that caufed Charles the Fifths 
who, convinced 6{ the futility of hu* 
man^jpur-fuit, and furfeited with \Yorljdly , 
grandeur^ had retii^ed to a morvaftery, ' 
to -regret the lofs of the dignity; fyom 
.which he had voluntarily feceded, jwad 
leaves- k a doubt with pofterity whether 
his retreat did not fhorten a life it had 
jrendered infupportabiy wearifome. 
• But we are not to infer from the Uttlj . 
advantage thut is in gene^ral extr^ftc;*^^ 
from retirement, that the propenlGty^to^ 
it is a weaknefs of our nature. It is ng»^^ 
tural, and therefore a wife and .fit 
cndownaent: it copfifts admirably with.,, 
the . tenor of chriftianity, for thougli • 
the heathen moralifts condemned it as 
a fubtraftion from foaety, yet every . 
difciple of the gofpel muft be ^ convin- 
ced, that in the vocation or pleafures be ; 
has followed in the fpring of life, he 
has contrafted a debt which it requires . 

the 
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the leifurc of its autumn to* balance. 
Ail the ancients feem to have connedted 
piety and retirement. They not inele- 
gantly held tvtry grove facred to a 
deity ; ahd the Brachmans of the Eaft 
and the Druids of Britain conceived the 
barrennefs of ia defart, or the gloominefs 
of a cave, auxiliary to religion and dcr 
votion. 

An early habit of indolence, though It 
prefuppofes leifure, is a prelude no more 
favorable to fatisfaftion ia retirement 
than exceffive occupation. While we 
permit hours and days to pafs over our 
heads without aftion, v/e are furely.not 
growing wifer ahd very rarely better ; 
but a man who intends to give up his 
latter years to tranquil retreat may, in 
the difpatch of much bufinefs, prepare 
his mind for the renunciation of it. Sir 
Walter Raleigh had a temper prone to 
reflexion and meditation, and yet of 
the twenty-four hours he could fpare 

only 
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. To that each paffion turns or foon or late. 

Pope* 

OF all the paffions and afFeftions 
that direct or occupy our aftiohs 
and thoughts, thtre is na one^ be it 
ever fo potent or ever fo fubtle, that can 
difpute the government with that filently- 
enllaving power called Habit : — a power 
to whom we freely refign ourfelves, 
whom we fufFer to make us eithex vir- 
tuous or vicious, happy or miferable;^^ 
juft as it wills, and whofe chains w^ 
wear without perceiving that they. gall 
us : nay often, when by-ftand&rs warn 
us of its approach, or endeavor to roufe 
us by Ihewing us that we are fhackled, 
and no longer have the command of 
ourfelves, we rejeft their caution and 
advice, deny the danger, and inftantly 

ruih on it. 

Were 
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Were it po&bfe to ftate the accoiint/^n 
enquiry how fiir mankind aredebtors and 
creditors to this power woiild be curioijs, 
but the difficulty of arriving at accuracy 
would impede the attempt; ^nce, fuch it 
die ingratitude of tbe wo.rld, few cvet ic* 
knowledge themfelves indebted to habit 
-for any diing they enjoy; and all are 
ready to excufe their errors by kyirig 
them to its charge. * ' - ^* ' '^ 
- Perhaps it will be found that tlie in* 
fluence of this ruler on indiyiduals, is if! 
general of a worfe tendency than when 
it operates on any body of men, or on 4 
whole peoples its fetter^, when applittf 
fingly, deprive us of our judgment 'and 
render us inert, not uitfrequenfl'y to ouf 
ruin ; but inftances are rare of its produ-» 
cing national evil. Vengeance for coUtc-* 
tiVe fin may be thought the punlfiiment 
of habit, fupinenefs or aftivit^ rn ' a 
people may be attributed to its pre- 
doftirnancy, and the* mifchiefs-^Urtfing 
VOL. II. O from 
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from either, habit will be called on 
to anfwer for, yet a clofe inveftigation 
would moft probably prove that a very 
few of the community were fo fubjugated, 
but they happening to be thofe in the 
moft confpicuous fiations, or who fat at 
the helm of government, their example 
or authority prevailefd againft all mili- 
tating exertions, and gave a charader 
to their country. 

Of the good produced by habit when 
operating on a body of men, we have 
recent and prefent proof. The writer 
to whom we are obliged for the very va- 
luable and curious hiftpry of the fiege 
of Gibraltar, fays, that when the bom- 
bardment of that place had continued 
fome months, the men were fo accuf- 
tomed to it, that it was with dilEculty 
their officers could ndake them ufe any 
care tb avoid the ihot ; that cannon balls 
and bomb-lhells were no impediment to 
their motions, and that they often fell 

clofe 
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clofe by men who had feen them com- 
ing and difregarded their approach. 

The inhabitants of fuch places as are* 
within the reach of the lava of Vesu- 
vius, live at this moment in imminent 
danger : many muft have been eye-wit-^ 
neffes of the fpecies of deftrudtion by 
which their country may finally be laid 
wafte, and yet they remain in the neigh* 
bourhood of their potent and capricious^ 
enemy. Natural attachment and their 
intereft counterbalanced their fears when 
at the higheft, and habit enables them^ 
to follow their occupations or their 
amufements with the fame compofure 
as if they were in lafety. A citizen of 
Naples will lleep as foundly, and pro- 
• vide for the .future as carefully as any 
inhabitant of Great-Britain, though he 
muft be aware that befide the common 
accidents of human life, which we are 
all expofed to, heishourly menaced by 
a danger which nothing can ^vert^or- 
O % withftand^ 
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withftand, a^d may probably ere the 
next fua rifes lay the whole country in 
ruins. 

.Now, though k muft be fuppofcd, 
that in thie firft inflance, fpme men owed 
their deaths to the fupinenefs induced 
by habit ; and that, in the laft deftruc^ 
tioo, whenever it comes, will be more 
£»tal for ki^ influence, yet it muft be 
owned to have jwroduced good eiFeflrs > 
for had a juft degree of terror pofiefied 
the minds (4 the Gibraltar garrifon, had 
their hearts failed them, as well they 
mighty for fear, when they faw the 
miffive inftruments of death direded at 
t}iem, no military difcipline would have 
kept them to their pofts : their number 
might have in the end been greater, but 
the fortrefs would fbon have returned to 
its natural' owner. And were the Nea- 
politans and other neighbors of Vefu^ 
vius awake to the peril they live under, 
a. jSne country would be unoccupied, 
. . and 
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and th^mfelves and their pcrflerity beg-* 
gars in a foreign land. 

Were it not for th^ force of habit^ what 
Turk would remain in Conftantinople,- 
where the vifitation of the plague (a vi* 
fitation that at the dxftance of upwards 
of an hundred and twenty years w#^mk 
on with horror) fweeps ofFannually thou- 
fands of the inhabitants ? Certainly it 
would be for their advantage, in point 
of health> to divide or occupy a por- 
tion of the world fitter for their nuni-' 
bers; but all Chriftendom, while they 
feel fentunents of benevolence for the 
foffering individuals, muft be very well 
ccmtented that the power of habit re- 
ftrains the Ottoman ambition by making: 
them contribute to their own deftruc* 
tion* 

Thefe, and many other inftances, 
ever prefent to the imagination, prove 
the truth of an obfervation made by a 
very intelligent modem traveller, who. 

fpeaking 
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fpeaking of the infenfibility produced 
by cuftom, fays, /he is perfuaded that 
were the earth to open daily, and devour 
a portion of its inhabitants, the furvivors 
would foon ccafe to be terrified, or alio- 
niihed at it. 

I aos^ conftrained to forbear obferving 
on the influence of this power when di- 
refted to individuals. I would promife 
my readers this confideration in a future 
cflay but my avocations force me pre- 
maturely to clofe my work. And hej6 
1 feel the efFedis I h^ve been aflerting : 
laborious as the taik of conipofition is 
deemed by many, I quit it withreluAante : 
it has fometimes inconveniently em- 
ployed me ; it has abridged fome plea- 
fiires, and it has required fome ftrug- 
gles with the vis inertia of the mind ; 
but habit, all powerful habit, has not 
only reconciled me to it, it has endeared 
it to me ; and, in every chafm of occu- 
pation^ I flxall refled on thofe hours 

when 
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when the neceffity of performing my 
engagement found me an amufement, 
and prevented my feeling the languor 
and mifery of indolence. 

Should the plan and execution of this 
trifling work engage the attention, and 
be honored with the approbation of my 
readers, and ihould no obftacle on my 
own part arife, it is probable I may, at 
fome future leifure, rcfume it, for in de- 
. iifting Ifubmit to neceflity, and I feel 
my powers invigorated by this exertion 
of them. 
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